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Excellency Minister Nabil de Freige, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 
 
It is a pleasure to be here today. Announcing new projects is always a special 

occasion, but even more so when these are projects with engaged civil society 

organisations working to improve the daily lives of people around them.  

 

When this programme – AFKAR - was launched for the first time back in 2004 to 

promote human rights, democracy and good governance, it was actually a test or a 

first try. We wanted to test what kind of proposals we would receive from civil 

society organizations. And now 12 years later, the rest is history, as they say. Since 

that time in 2004 we have supported 40 projects put forward by civil society 

organisations within a broad range of sectors, but all contributing to promoting 



citizen activism and democratic values. I am particularly pleased that since that 

first launch, this programme has opened another channel for positive dialogue and 

cooperation: the one between the government and non-governmental organisations, 

and that is why we are here today in OMSAR.   

 

The European Union cherishes a dynamic and competent civil society and 

recognises the importance of constructive relations between Governments and civil 

society organisations. We also believe in the value of civil society's participation in 

the development of domestic policies, and we are committed to promoting that.  

 

This is why working with civil society organisations is at the core of our approach 

in Lebanon. Whether in development matters or policy – we always seek to have 

the advice of civil society actors, for example through consultations before policy 

dialogue with the Government.  

 

However, there is a need for strengthening the capacity of civil society 

organisations to be more effectively engaged, especially as governance actors, and 

not only as service providers in traditional sectors. In the last four years, the 

European Union has increased its support to civil society organisations in Lebanon 

to build stronger democratic processes and accountability systems and to achieve 

better development outcomes. 

 

This is why that we have added new funds for the AFKAR programme, now in its 

third phase, to allow for more focus on the capacity building component. Today, 

almost twelve years after the first launch, I am happy that the previous 



programmes have demonstrated the serious engagement of civil society 

organisations in Lebanon. Their knowledge, competence and dedication have 

undoubtedly contributed to reinforce the respect for human rights among Lebanese 

citizens beyond geographical, social or community barriers. 

 

Finally, our increasing commitment is also reflected in financial terms: AFKAR III 

has a budget which is six times higher than AFKAR I (AFKAR I was €1 million, 

AFKAR II was €3 million, AFKAR III phase I was €2.9 million and AFKAR III 

phase II is €6.1 million). 

 

I wish to congratulate all of you with the new grants and hope that your projects 

will lead to real changes, for Lebanon and its citizens.  

 

Thank you. 


