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Europe Day 

9 May 2016 

Address by Ambassador Christina Lassen 

Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 

 

Welcome to all of you who have accepted our invitation to celebrate the 
9th of May, otherwise known as Schuman Day or Europe Day, with the 
whole team from the EU Delegation.   

I would like to first and foremost recognise the representative of Speaker 
Berri, MP Yassin Jaber, of Prime Minister Salam, Minister Alice 
Chabtini, and of Foreign Minister Bassil, Ambassador Mira Violides, as 
well as all other representatives of the Lebanese Government, 
Parliament, army or security forces here tonight. Lebanon has been 
hosting the EU Delegation for almost 40 years and I would like to thank 
you for the long and friendly cooperation that we have had over these 40 
years. 

I would also like to express my sincerest thanks to Dr Tarek Mitri for 
letting us celebrate Europe Day here at the stunning Sursock Museum, 
which stands as a memory of the many beautiful houses of Beirut. 
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And a special welcome to all representatives of the 28 European Union 
Member States, of whom 25 are accredited to Lebanon, and to all 
ambassadors present here tonight.   

I am particularly happy as it is the first time that I have a chance to 
welcome you as the EU Head of Delegation in Lebanon. In the past 8 
months, I think I have met thousands of people – at least it feels that way 
– and each and every one of you have been welcoming me and made me 
feel at home. So for me tonight's event is also an occasion to thank many 
new and good friends for making life here in Lebanon such a positive 
experience.  

Dear all, 

We celebrate Europe Day to mark 9th of May 1950, where the process of 
European integration was kicked off with the Schuman declaration 
between the first 6 Member States.  

Since then we have celebrated many successes, first and foremost Peace. 
It seems hard to believe today, but not long before 9 May 1950, Europe 
had been at the most destructive war in history. Today, no one can ever 
imagine an armed conflict between EU Member States. 

The European Union is today:  

o The most successful regional integration project in the world 
o The richest continent in the world with more freedom than 

anywhere else 
o And the foremost trading partner, investment partner and 

provider of humanitarian assistance and development aid to 
most countries in the world – including Lebanon  
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This is not to say that the past year has not been full of challenges for 
Europe.  You only need to open the TV or read the newspaper to see it. 
Europe was in the past year hit by horrible terrorist attacks, has been 
overwhelmed by the refugee crisis, and our economic growth is still not 
at the point where we would like it to be. 

Also, Europe's neighbourhood is not quite as stable we would wish, 
whether we look towards the East or towards the Mediterranean. We are 
all better off when our neighbours are doing well. And Lebanon has a 
special place in the mind of Europeans, as a place where East meets 
West and where cultural and religious diversity have been allowed to 
thrive.  

We want to help our neighbours – in particular Lebanon – in this time of 
crisis. We care about Lebanon’s stability and security. We see Lebanon 
as the first line of defence in the fight against terrorism, we see Lebanon 
as a country that has been enormously generous when it comes to 
hosting the huge number of Syrian refugees, but also a country that – 
like Europe – struggles to maintain stability and economic growth. So 
there is a lot for us to do together.  

This is why the European Union has in the past four year increased its 
economic assistance with Lebanon fourfold; and in 2016 alone we 
expect the numbers to be almost ten times higher than in normal times.  

But economic assistance cannot stand alone. We need to work even 
closer together to strengthen our ties in all fields – more political 
dialogue, more trade cooperation, and even stronger people-to-people 
ties and cultural cooperation.  
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Lebanon has so much to offer in this field. Lebanon is – like Europe – a 
cultural melting pot. It is evident from the beautiful house we are in 
today, where both the architecture and the art inside show what good 
things happen when East meets West. We wanted to reciprocate this 
cultural richness by showcasing a few examples of European culture 
here tonight.  

While drawing inspiration from the rich and diverse cultural, religious 
and humanist inheritance of Europe, we hold high the universal values 
of human rights, democracy, equality and the rule of law. These values – 
the essence of peace, unity and prosperity – we wish to share with our 
neighbours in this region, and in particular with Lebanon.  

Dear friends,  

Europe has come a long way – from destruction to prosperity, from 
being enemies to being friends, from being divided to being united. And 
this is what we need and long for in this beloved region too.  

"United in Diversity" is the European Union’s motto. Yet, what the 
European Union has been trying to build in the past 66 years, Lebanon 
has been experiencing for hundreds and hundreds of years.  We can 
learn from you on this score, but we also hope that some of our 
experiences can be of benefit to Lebanon as well.   

Long live Lebanon, long live the European Union! 

 


