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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 

 

Director General Spindelegger,  

Representatives of the security agencies, 

Dear colleagues, Dear friends, 

 

Let me first of all thank you for being here today to inaugurate the second 

phase of one of the European Union's key interventions in the field of 

security in Lebanon. The presence of many partners and stakeholders here 

today is a strong signal of our commitment to take Integrated Border 

Management (or "IBM") in Lebanon a step further.  

 

We are launching this second phase at a time when complex external, 

regional challenges make this endeavour an essential one for Lebanon. I 



think it is clear for all of us that border management has moved high up on 

everyone's agenda in the past couple of years whether in Europe or in 

Lebanon.  Europe and Lebanon face joint challenges both with respect to 

terrorism and with respect to migration, and efficient border management is 

crucial for a responsible handling of both. That terrorism is a joint challenge 

has, sadly, become very clear after the last few months' attacks in Beirut, 

Paris and Brussels and we need to work together to handle this problem. 

Moreover, you only have to turn on the TV to see how refugee and 

migration flows have put unprecedented pressure on borders in Europe, a 

challenge unfortunately only too well known by Lebanon. All this explains 

why security and migration are priorities in the new partnership between 

EU and Lebanon that we are currently discussing, and border management 

is a natural component in those discussions.  

  

In today’s event, we will first of all take stock of what has already been 

achieved during the first three years of the programme:  

 

- It has brought together four security agencies: The Lebanese Armed 

Forces, the Internal Security Forces, General Security, Customs; 

- Advanced training on forged documents detection have been provided;  

Joint contingency plans for emergency situations for land borders have 

been elaborated;  

- One million Euro worth of equipment for cargo examination, mobile 

controls, passport examination and much more have been delivered to the 

relevant institutions, and in particular to the land border regiments.  

- The Customs now enjoy a fully refurbished training centre, which was 

inaugurated last December.  



 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

These are but a few tangible "deliverables" of the IBM programme to 

Lebanon. 

 

The second 3-year phase that we inaugurate today is a strong signal of the 

EU’s continuous commitment to Lebanon's stability. It also responds to the 

already active involvement of the four institutions in charge of various 

aspects of border management and of the Directorate General for Civil 

Defence, which will be closely associated.  

 

I would like to highlight that this phase is more ‘ambitious’ in two ways: 

budget-wise, with 9 million Euros engaged, but also action-wise as the 

programme will enable cooperation in new areas: maritime borders, 

counter-terrorism and the provision of a state of the art border management 

system.  

To conclude, I seize this opportunity to thank the International Centre for 

Migration Policy Development's team (ICMPD) for its continued excellent 

work, and the EU Member States for their direct and crucial contribution to 

these joint efforts.  

 

Every day, we are reminded of how challenging the security situation is in 

Lebanon. We share the same commitment to maintain Lebanon's stability 

and I wish us all success for this new stage in our cooperation.  

 

Thank you.  


