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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY  
 
 
Your Excellency Minister Arthur Nazarian, 

Ambassador Emmanuel Bonne, 

Director General Fadi Comair, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The COP21 agreement in Paris last December appeared like a 

"light" at the end of a dark year 2015, marked by numerous 

conflicts, environmental disasters and terror attacks in the world. 

Sadly, Lebanon counted among the countries directly concerned 

by some of these dramatic events, in particular the terror attack 
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on 12 November in Beirut, and the long lasting and heavy impact 

of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon's economy. 

 

COP21 was also a light after a very long tunnel of years of climate 

negotiations which finally materialised with a positive result in 

Paris.  

 

The conference today is a reminder of this important achievement 

in Paris, where a first-ever universal, legally binding global climate 

deal covering all countries was agreed. Therefore, allow me to 

thank the Ministry of Energy and Water for such enlightening 

morning's event!  

 

A couple of months before the Paris Declaration, the UN General 

Assembly adopted an ambitious and comprehensive sustainable 

development agenda, with 17 so-called "SDGs" (Sustainable 

Development Goals replacing the MDGs) that seek to 

systematically integrate and balance economic, social and 

environmental objectives. The new SDG's will be shaping 

international development and cooperation for the next 15 years. 

By adopting this agenda, world leaders have committed to put 

environmental sustainability at the heart of their policies, plans 

and programmes. 
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In line with these ambitions, the European Union intends to play a 

central role into the sustainable development agenda, thereby 

honouring its obligation - under the EU Treaty - to "mainstream 

environmental integration with a view to promoting sustainable 

development".  

 

Considering these milestones achieved in New York and Paris, 

the EU's commitment from 2013 to spend at least 20% of our 

entire 2014-2020 budget on climate change-related projects and 

policies looked almost like we had a crystal ball looking into the 

future! Our commitment represents 180 billion Euros in climate 

spending in all major EU policy areas over the 7 years all over the 

world, and in particular in its neighbourhood area. 

 

Climate change has already been embedded in the EU's political 

and cooperation partnership with Lebanon for many years. The 

EU currently finances and implements environmental-related 

programmes in Lebanon - on water, sanitation, solid waste, 

energy and protection of natural resources - through grants 

amounting to more than 180 million Euros. To this huge effort, EU 

Member States' bilateral commitments should also be added.  

 

And we are ready to do more. 
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Within our new European Neighbourhood Policy, we are intending 

to deepen and strengthen our relationship with Lebanon. The 

over-arching headline for our new relationship is "stabilisation", 

and while we have only just embarked on discussing our new 

partnership priorities, we hope to seize this occasion to 

mainstream even stronger some key environmental 

considerations into our common policies. 

 

The COP21 calls for a strong shared vision, and ambitions to 

engage in a process for a transformation to a low-carbon and 

climate resilient world for us all. Lebanon's input to the COP21 – 

the so-called INDC (Intended Nationally Determined Contribution) 

was an excellent beginning, and I believe that this conference is a 

first and important step illustrating this ambition.  

 

I thank you for your attention and wish us all good luck with the 

follow up to the COP21. 

 


