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Minister of State for Administrative Reform, Nabil de Freige,  

Deputies, 

Dr Mohamed Jaber, President of the Union of Municipalities of Shkif-

Nabatieh, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am very happy to be here in Nabatieh today and I would like to thank 

the Mayor and his team for hosting us today in this beautiful city.  

 

As we have all become aware over the last few months, Lebanon is 
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facing severe challenges when it comes to having adequate infrastructure 

to treat municipal waste. 

Moreover, the high number of refugees from Syria has increased the 

burden on the existing infrastructure. The environmental situation that 

was already difficult before the start of the crisis has been deteriorating. 

For example, the amount of solid waste has increased by over 15% 

compared to the situation prior to the crisis. 

 

 

At the same time, only 8% of municipal waste is recycled and 9% 

composted - even though more than 50% of the waste is organic and 

could be made productive in agriculture and elsewhere. Currently, most 

of the waste is placed in one of the hundreds of informal dumpsites 

around the country and subsequently burned. Nabatieh, unfortunately, is 

not an exception to this rule. 

 

We in Europe are obviously not perfect and have not reached the much 

aspired target of "zero waste".  However, in Europe, on average 27 % of 

municipal waste is recycled and 15 % composted on average. 

  

Austria, Belgium and Germany are good examples with more than 50% 

of municipal waste recycled or composted. Europe has a lot of expertise 
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and experience in this field that we can share with our partners across 

the world.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The Nabatieh waste treatment plant we are inaugurating today will 

handle 250 tons of waste per day. On this site, as part of our Solid Waste 

Management programme, we will also fund the construction of a 

landfill.  

 

But this is not the only project we will do in this region. We will also 

support the construction of a new sorting and composting facility and a 

sanitary landfill in Bint Jbeil. Sanitary landfills will be established or 

upgraded in Tyr and Saida.  Once operational, these sites will cover all 

the needs of the South and Nabatieh regions. 

 

In the rest of the country, many other sites will also receive our support, 

in particular in Akkar, Baalbek, Zahle and Jeb Janine. To make it more 

concrete: 540 municipalities will be assisted in implementing effective 

solid waste management. This means a total treatment capacity of 2,400 

tonnes per day that will eventually be reached.  This will cover almost 

half of all the solid waste generated in Lebanon.   
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On top of that, we expect that around 600 jobs will be created for the 

benefit of the local communities through these programmes funded by 

the EU.  

 

Dear friends, 

 

The EU's investments in the Lebanese waste treatment sector are large, 

and so are the expectations that this investment will bear fruit. In total, it 

is over 77 million Euros that the EU has or will invest in Lebanon in the 

municipal waste sector only.  

 

I thank all of our partners: especially OMSAR, the Ministry of 

Environment, the Council for Development and Reconstruction, the 

Ministry of Interior and Municipalities, the Economic and Social 

Development Fund, associations and representatives of civil society and 

of course, all the Municipalities and Unions of Municipalities that are 

both the beneficiaries and custodians of these infrastructures. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Before closing, let me recall that these infrastructures should not replace 

all good efforts to limit upstream production of household waste and to 

promote sorting at the source. Every citizen has a responsibility. This 
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will make the recycling and treatment of waste more effective so that 

Lebanon can achieve one day - as soon as possible I hope - the goal of 

zero waste. 

 

And we are ready to do more. We will look into a number of options, 

such as supporting the Government of Lebanon's long-term strategic 

planning on solid waste; supporting decentralised municipal strategic 

and operational plans; engaging with the civil society organisations as 

well as with the public and private sector; working on awareness 

campaigns and Supporting the scrutiny of environmental governance 

and rule of law. 

 

The site here in Nabatieh is one important step on the way, but to reach 

our common goals, we still have a long way to go.  

 

I would like to thank you again for your attention and I look forward to 

our future cooperation and success. 


