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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY  
 
 
His Excellency Minister of Culture Raymond Arayji [Araesji], 

Excellencies, Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Every year for more than two decades, the European Film 

Festival has been projecting the best of European creativity, 

innovation and cinematographic excellence onto the cultural 

scene of Lebanon. It is therefore with great pleasure and with a 

sense of pride that we open tonight the European Film Festival for 

the 22nd time in Beirut. 

 

Films remind us of the universal nature of human beings. We will 

catch a glimpse of this universality in all the films shown 



throughout the festival. We will be reminded that the unifying 

power of culture is within the reach of each and every one of us, 

and that it is there to help us face the complexities of our world. 

 

It is fitting to celebrate the richness and diversity of culture here in 

Lebanon, which probably more than any other place in this region 

is a showcase of diversity and cultural co-existence. Also, in these 

times of terrorism, where the region's cultural heritage is under 

attack from extremists who reject all manifestations of culture 

other than their own, we are proud to once again promote both 

provocative, quirky and strange films here at the European Film 

festival in Beirut. We will celebrate this richness and diversity with 

all the 43 European films and the one Lebanese production that 

will be shown this year. We will celebrate with laughter and 

nostalgia from old classics, and with fear, joy, love, hate, 

friendship from more recent ones. From Omar Sharif, 

Shakespeare and Monty Python to recent prize winning films such 

as Borgman, Ida, 45 Years, Youth and Trois Souvenirs de ma 

Jeunesse.  

 

This year, and like every year, the Festival will introduce you to 

young Lebanese talents by screening short films created by 

graduates of audio-visual schools in Lebanon. We hope that one 



day they will contribute to the excellence of the Lebanese film 

industry. And for those who cannot come to Beirut, the Festival 

will come to them: a selection of films will once again this year be 

screened in Saida, Tyre, Nabatieh, Tripoli, Jounieh, Zahle and 

Deir el Qamar.  

 

Lebanon has had its fair share of crises in recent years. The 

waste crisis has uncovered many of the difficult challenges that 

might have been less obvious before. We thought that the 

Festival would be a good platform for a discussion about this 

somewhat unusual issue that we all formed strong opinions about 

in the last year. That is why a screening of a documentary on 

waste pollution will take place during the Festival followed by a 

discussion on the issue and the European Union's efforts to help 

Lebanon in this regard.  

 

Dear all,  

 

The European Union and Lebanon have demonstrated over the 

years that our partnership continues to move forward. The 

European Film Festival is a manifestation of this strong 

partnership, and of the power of culture to bring us closer 

together.  



I would like to thank the Minister of Culture for his patronage of 

this Festival and his presence here tonight. Also all the embassies 

and cultural institutes of the European Union. Without their 

support, the Festival would not have been possible, as they 

provided the films along with this year's guest embassies 

Switzerland, Serbia and Norway. A special tribute goes to l'Institut 

français du Liban for their precious collaboration in organising the 

screenings out in the country in coordination with local European 

and Lebanese partners. A big thank you to Metropolis Cinema for 

their valuable work with the EU Delegation on the organisation of 

the Festival. I would also like to extend a special thank you to the 

Audi Foundation for letting us host the reception tonight in their 

beautiful premises next door, as well as to the LBCI for once 

again promoting the festival.  

 

I now leave the floor to my friend and colleague, Ambassador 

Hester Somsen of the Netherlands, whose country has the 

Presidency of the European Union this semester and therefore 

opens the Festival tonight with a Dutch movie. Afterwards, we will 

welcome our special guest of honour, Minister of Culture Rony 

Arayji.  

 



Thank you all for coming tonight and I hope you will come back 

many times in the next two weeks.  

    

 

 


