
1 

 

 

Speech of Ambassador Christina Lassen,  
Chargé d'Affaires, Head of the Delegation of the European Union  

to Lebanon  
 

Launching of Tripoli Bar Association's Legal Aid Commission and Website 
under the project "Support to Legal Aid in Lebanon"   

 

Tripoli Bar Association, 9 December 2015 

***************** 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

President of the Tripoli Bar Association, Mr Fahed Moukaddem, 

Members of the Board, 

President of the Legal Aid Commission, Mrs Kosty Issa, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear friends, 

 

I am delighted to be in Tripoli today. This is my first visit to this 

northern city and I am pleased to be with you all in this beautiful 

building of the Tripoli Bar Association.  

 

Tomorrow is Human Rights Day. This year's Human Rights Day is 

devoted to the celebration of economic, social and cultural rights, and 

also of civil and political rights. Advocating these rights and all 
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human rights is a daily responsibility and constant endeavour that 

every individual, every society, every state has to undertake. In the 

current context of regional turmoil, fulfilling this responsibility 

becomes challenging even for countries like Lebanon that has long 

been a forerunner for human rights in this region. 

 

But Lebanon is not alone in this endeavour.  

 

The European Union-funded project "Support to Legal Aid in 

Lebanon" that is the reason for us being here today reflects some of 

the core values and principles of the European Union. It provides 

assistance to Lebanon in the field of human rights through promoting 

access to justice and the right to a fair trial.  

 

As we have just heard from the excellent overview given by La 

Sagesse team, through this project the European Union aims at 

empowering all key stakeholders involved in the legal aid system by 

strengthening their capacity to provide more and more qualitative 

legal aid services. 

 

To this effect, officially establishing the legal aid commission of the 

Tripoli Bar Association was an essential starting point in order to 

institutionalise the provision of such services.  
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Likewise, introducing a special portal on legal aid in the Tripoli Bar 

Association's website was also key to start creating a legal aid culture 

among lawyers and law students, as well as to sensitise the general 

public about the existence of such services.  

  

Now that these first steps have been accomplished, we look forward to 

cooperating with the President of the Tripoli Bar Association, Mr 

Fahed Moukaddem, and with the Legal Aid Commission headed by 

Mrs Kosty Issa to continue modernising its legal aid structures to 

benefit the most vulnerable in need of legal counselling and 

representation.  

 

Delivering effective software to the newly established Legal Aid 

Commission so it can manage, monitor and evaluate its legal aid 

programme is indeed very important.   

 

It is also very important to complete the furnishing of the two rooms 

for the Tripoli Bar Association that will serve as legal aid offices. A 

few weeks ago, two members of my team had the pleasure of 

discussing this matter with the President of the Tripoli Bar 

Association and members of its Board. They were informed that the 

preferred locations to set up such legal offices are the courts of Koura  

(covering the areas of Zgharta, Batroun, and Besharry) and Akkar.    
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I am very pleased to know that a follow-up preparatory work is 

already underway to get these two offices ready within the next few 

weeks so the provision of direct legal aid services funded through this 

project can start as soon as possible.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The extraordinarily high number of persons having sought refuge and 

protection in Lebanon since 2011 has increased the pressure on the 

country and on the limited resources of the judiciary, the bar 

associations and NGOs.  

 

The lack of access to legal aid in prisons and detention centres in 

Lebanon is particularly worrisome. 

 

This emphasises the need for urgent support to guarantee effective 

access to justice to all.  

 

I hope that, with our support, La Sagesse University, through its 

Human Rights Legal Clinic and the Research Centre, and in 

collaboration with all its partners, will be able to make a meaningful 

change to enhance access to legal aid for the most vulnerable and 

improve the overall performance of legal aid delivery in Lebanon. 

 

Thank you.   
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