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************************* 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

Excellencies, 

Dear students, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity for being with you today at the University 

of Balamand, as part of my trip to the north of Lebanon. 

 

I am here by the kind invitation of the President, on the eve of an 

important day for the history of Lebanon, of Europe and the world. 

Tomorrow marks the 67th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights – one of the most significant documents of our recent 

history, recognising that “the inherent and the equal and inalienable 
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rights of all members of the human family are the foundation of 

freedom, justice and peace in the world.” 

 

Few of us remember nowadays that it was a Lebanese man, Charles 

Malek, who chaired the works of the UN Third Committee for Social, 

Humanitarian and Cultural Committee that drafted the Declaration. 

Lebanon was one of the 8 of the 48 countries that adopted the 

Declaration along with 8 of the 28 current EU Member States. All these 

facts considered, the Declaration is maybe more part of the history of 

Lebanon than it is part of that of the European Union. We can certainly 

grasp the strong ownership in Mr Malek's voice [video of Malek 

describing the works of the 3rd committee to be played at the beginning 

http://webtv.un.org/watch/universal-declaration-of-human-rights-

statement-by-mr.-charles-malik/2804615246001]. 

 

The theme of this year's anniversary offers a strong message for all of us 

to consider: "Our Rights. Our Freedoms. Always." This theme was 

chosen to raise awareness of two Covenants that were passed in relation 

to the Declaration - the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights.  
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The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

reminds us that human rights talk is vain indeed, without meeting the 

basic needs of the people and creating an enabling environment for 

human rights. I am sure that this thought has crossed your mind often 

recently, having come across cases of people whose basic needs and 

rights are not fulfilled. Unfortunately, cases of Syrians escaping conflict 

seeking refuge and living in your close proximity are not rare. Their 

daily struggles for social and economic rights, such as the right to work, 

of access to education and health care and even to the most basic needs 

are known to you. Moreover, some of the Lebanese citizens face 

difficulties in securing these rights. 

 

The second document emphasised today is the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights. It states clearly that "everyone has the right to 

liberty and security of person". It is an ambitious goal in Lebanon and in 

the world of 2015 when we are faced with a threat from terrorism 

incomparable in means and brutality to anything we have seen before. 

Moreover, we are also faced with many who argue that security is more 

important than freedoms and human rights. 

 

But let us not be mistaken – as our motto says "Our rights. Our 

freedoms.  Always." And by 'always' it means in any circumstances, 

even in a tough year such as 2015 that started with horrid attacks a few 
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kilometres away in Tripoli and also in Paris and finishes on a similar 

note with the bombings in Bourj Barajneh and the Paris shootings.  

 

It has been a tough year for both Europe and Lebanon but I would like to 

assure you that you are not alone in keeping up the standard of peace 

and respect of human rights in the region Lebanon is not alone in its 

efforts to assure human rights.  Human rights are the founding principles 

of the European Union and key in our relations with all our partners 

across the world – all the more with close partners such as Lebanon. The 

European Union provides financial assistance to Lebanese institutions to 

develop and implement human rights policies and reforms and we 

support civil society organisations that are advocating human rights in 

Lebanon vis-à-vis the public and vis-à-vis the Lebanese authorities. We 

support the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Justice in advancing 

the reforms of the justice system and prison management. 

 

And because we believe in your role in this effort and the importance of 

education, I am proud to announce that this year the European Union has 

launched in Lebanon and across the world an important initiative that 

aims to encourage youth exchanges with European universities and 

youth.  
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Notably through the EU funded Erasmus + Programme, the EU provides 

support for the modernisation of higher education by providing 

opportunities for cooperation, funding and mobility for students and 

higher education staff. 

 

Human rights are not to be taken for granted nowadays but I hope that 

the discussion today will serve you as inspiration and guidance. In the 

European Union they often say that the human rights are the silver 

thread that runs through all our policies and relations with partner 

countries. I hope that today is the start of a long exchange with the 

University of Balamand and that human rights will be a subject that will 

run throughout our future conversations, too. 

 

Thank you. 

 


