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************************* 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 

President of the Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of 

Tripoli and North Lebanon, Mr Toufic Dabboussi, 

Chairman of the Business Incubation Association in Tripoli, Mr Fawaz 

Hamidi 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

This is my first visit to Tripoli since I took office as Head of Delegation 

in Beirut and I am very glad for the opportunity to visit the Chamber of 

Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of Tripoli and North Lebanon as 

well as the successful Business Incubation Association in Tripoli 

(BIAT).  
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Tripoli, the capital of northern of Lebanon, has in the past easily rivalled 

Beirut as an economic and commercial center.  Unfortunately, in the past 

decades it has suffered and continues to suffer from deprivation and 

unemployment. The figures mention that the unemployment rate exceeds 

35% and that Tripoli requires between 2500 and 3000 new jobs every 

year.  We all know that this city, which gathers 20% of the Lebanese 

population, has been exposed to high security, political and religious 

tensions.  

 

Yet, Tripoli's commercial tradition and social dynamism continue to be 

its source of strength. These are weapons in the city's efforts to expand 

its economy, business and employment opportunities. This dynamism is 

seen in the execution of infrastructure projects such as the ones for the 

upgrade of the Tripoli Port, the Special Economic Zone, or the West 

Ring Road that stretches from south of the Al-Mina roundabout to the 

Beddawi area.  

  

The development and economic recovery of Tripoli is one of the 

European Union priorities and our next Private Sector Development 

Programme will focus precisely on this city. I will come back to that in a 

minute. 
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Let me here acknowledge the success of BIAT, which is a very good 

example of the European Union's efforts to promote private sector 

development and entrepreneurship and to increase the competitiveness 

of the Lebanese private sector. Since its launch in 2006, and thanks to 

the EU support, BIAT has been going from strength to strength and is 

now seen as the 'development arm' of North Lebanon.   

 

We do not need to repeat how important for the EU is putting small and 

medium enterprises (SMEs) at the heart of our policies.  Over the past 

decade, the European Union and its Southern neighbours have paid 

increasing attention to SMEs. The adoption of the Euro-Mediterranean 

Charter for Enterprise in 2004 has been a milestone in shaping SME 

policies and promoting businesses. Creating more and better jobs is only 

possible with sustained economic growth, driven by a dynamic private 

sector, and where SMEs play a vital role and provide a large proportion 

of jobs.  

 

I know there is a high potential in this country and I believe in the 

resilience and vitality of Lebanese entrepreneurs, which is demonstrated 

here again today with the presence of so many startup companies. The 

process we are engaged in is an important one and will nourish our 

shared ambition: to create a Euro-Mediterranean area where businesses 
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can be established and developed, where they can import, export, invest, 

build partnerships and create jobs in optimal conditions. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Europe and this region have always been closely connected. We are 

neighbours! As you probably know, the European Union is Lebanon's 

largest trading partner. It also provides more than half of the assistance 

going to this country. The last few years have shown us even more 

clearly how our destinies are intertwined and the last couple of months 

and weeks even more so.  

 

Common challenges, such as security and migration, have been topping 

our joint agenda and probably will continue to do so in the foreseeable 

future.  

 

The regional political instability has had consequences for the economy, 

and the Syrian crisis has resulted in the decline in tourism and private 

investments, as well as in a slowdown of economic activity.  I will not 

focus on facts you already know. But let me emphasise again that 

support to the private sector in Lebanon has been a priority for the 

European Union for many years. Substantial funds have been allocated 

to enhance the capacity of SMEs, to boost the private sector and improve 
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the business environment. We will continue to do so in our next Private 

Sector Development Programme for the period 2016-2020 (€15 million).  

 

This support is even more relevant now when so many Lebanese 

companies struggle because of the difficult situation in the country and 

the region.   

 

Economic development has been highlighted in the new European 

Neighbourhood Policy, which has been substantially reviewed to better 

take into account our partners' expectations and needs. In the economic 

area, the new Neighbourhood Policy will mobilise efforts to support 

inclusive economic and social development. Creating job opportunities 

for youth will be among key measures of economic stabilisation.   

 

Let me end by reassuring you that European Union will remain a strong 

partner and a friend of Lebanon. I am honoured to be representing the 

European Union in this beautiful and complex country.   

 

I would like to thank you again for your attention and I look forward to 

our future cooperation and success. 

 

 


