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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 
 
Director of the Lebanese Mine Action Centre, Brigadier General Elie Nassif,  
 
Country Director of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 
Lebanon, Mr Luca Renda,  
 
Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, 
 
Honourable guests, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to attend the International Support Group (ISG) 
Meeting organised by the Lebanese Mine Action Centre (LMAC). 
 
The European Union and its Member States have a worldwide commitment to 
support mine clearance and destruction of stockpiles, as well as to assist mine 
victims. Since 2009, more than €500 million have been provided, representing 
more than one third of the world's financial assistance to mine action throughout 
the world. 
 
In Lebanon, the European Union has been deeply and sustainably engaged in 
mine action to support the country in coping with a high contamination level 
that hampers socio-economic development in many areas.  
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The European Union works with a wide range of partners to reinforce the ability 
of Lebanon to improve socio-economic opportunities for affected communities, 
reduce mine risks, guarantee the rights of victims and help the country comply 
with its international obligations. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Today's meeting represents for all of us an important opportunity to take stock 
of the achievements of mine action activities in Lebanon and to discuss the way 
ahead in a challenging journey towards a mine-free Lebanon. 

 
As members of the ISG, we all bear the responsibility to make a mine-free 
Lebanon a reality and not only a possibility. 
 
In this context, the European Union has been a long-standing partner of the 
Lebanese Mine Action Centre in reducing the impact of landmines, cluster 
munitions, unexploded ordnances and all explosive remnants of war. Since 2006 
we have committed around €38 million for mine action support with the aim to 
clear contaminated land, but also to raise awareness about mine risks, to provide 
assistance to victims and to support the Lebanese Mine Action Centre's capacity 
development. The on-going European Union support amounts to €10 million 
and an equivalent budget has been committed for the period 2016-2019. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank the partners of the European Union in this field: 
UNDP, the University of Balamand, Danish Church Aid, Handicap International 
and Mines Advisory Group for their professionalism in supporting the Lebanese 
and particularly the Lebanese Mine Action Centre's efforts towards a safer 
environment in Lebanon.  
 
Our particular thanks go to the people on the field who are putting their lives at 
risk for a commendable purpose. The European Union, through its demining 
projects, is proudly contributing to their professional training, as a means to 
reducing the inherent risks they face in performing their duties. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Political commitment and local ownership are the key drivers of mine action in 
Lebanon, which has witnessed remarkable achievements thanks to a competent 
and committed leadership: a Lebanon Mine Action Strategy for the period 2011-
2020 has been established. The Government of Lebanon, in full recognition of 
the urgency to act, contributes with an average of $9 million per year (€8.15 
million) to the implementation of the Strategy. 

 
Mine action success in Lebanon is also the result of a resourceful synergy 
among different stakeholders. The Lebanese Mine Action Centre has 
successfully promoted engagement and coordination with different national and 
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international stakeholders both in the public and private sectors, and can count 
on the technical competence and financial support of both local and international 
actors. 
 
The Lebanese Mine Action Centre is recognised as being a centre of excellence 
for mine action in the MENA region. Thanks to demining activities, many 
people have been able to return to their homes or their land. Lives have been 
saved and the number of injured people has decreased in Lebanon. Lebanese 
achievements were recently recognised by the Peace Prize Award to Lebanese 
Mine Action Centre in the context of the Lebanese celebrations of the 
International Day of Peace. 
 
However, some communities are still unable to access their land and re-engage 
in their local socio-economic activities as clearance and decontamination are yet 
to be achieved. Unfortunately, we are also still witnessing mine accidents.  
 
Let me here underline that assistance to survivors of mine accidents is not only a 
moral obligation but also a legal one. The European Union fully supports the 
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
that provides a comprehensive framework in addressing the needs of survivors 
of mine accidents, to fully realise their political and socio-economic rights, and 
to ensure that their dignity is preserved. 
 
The European Union commends Lebanon's efforts in the implementation of the 
Oslo Convention which bans cluster munitions, but also encourages the 
signature and ratification of the 1998 Ottawa Convention on anti-personnel 
mines.   
 
Finally, we are all aware that the instability in the region has brought in new 
challenges. The European Union is active both at political and technical level to 
promote stabilisation in neighbouring countries and is providing additional 
funds in response to the impact of the refugee crisis on Lebanon. This particular 
crisis calls for a reinforcement of mine risks education efforts to reach out to the 
refugees and the Lebanese vulnerable communities, in addition to a 
reassessment of priority areas for demining and an analysis of the needed 
financial resources.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
In order to respond quickly and effectively to the emerging needs in the field of 
mine action, informed and constantly updated implementation plans have to be 
in place. This requires critical work in terms of prioritisation of tasks and 
coordination of interventions. I am confident that this could be achieved through 
our concerted effort.   
 



 4

The European Union remains a committed partner of the Lebanese Mine Action 
Centre and today's ISG meeting, which is attended by key stakeholders from the 
international community and Lebanese public and private sectors, confirms that 
we are ready to join forces to support Lebanon in its efforts toward a mine-free 
country by 2020.  
 
Thank you. 


