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Your Excellency Grand Mufti of the Republic Sheikh Abdel-Latif Derian,  

Your Excellency Ambassador of Germany to Lebanon Mr Martin Huth, 

Executive Director of the Berghof Foundation Mr Hans-Joachim Giessmann, 

Dear colleagues, dear friends, 

 

I would like first of all to personally thank Sheikh Abdel-Latif Derian for inviting 
us to the Sunni High Council today on this special occasion. I would like also to 
commend him for being a strong voice for inter-confessional dialogue, tolerance 
and peace. 

The launch of this European Union-funded project to enhance stability and 
religious tolerance marks the first step in a partnership between Dar al Fatwa and 
the Berghof Foundation to reinforce the development of a religious education 
discourse that is the core of  a secure, peaceful and pluralistic society. 

The European Union –together with Germany- is proud to support this initiative.  



Major changes have taken place over the past years in this part of the world. The 
Syrian crisis has shaken the entire region to its core; families and communities 
have been broken; millions have been cast away on the roads in search of a safe 
haven and a better future. Lebanon is on the frontline, directly affected by the 
tensions that have emerged.  

Working for peace has become increasingly hard, and having a common 
understanding of why this is the case is more and more crucial for any potential 
joint action.   

Extremism and intolerance are major threats to security, peace and pluralism, 
whether here in Lebanon or in Europe. Established institutions are confronted with 
actors that do not compete on an equal footing: violent extremists take advantage 
of the fact that people feel lost and overpowered in the complexities of 
globalisation. They base their speech on the assumption that simplistic ideas, often 
posturing for theologies and religious doctrines, will win the hearts of the people 
and that finding scape goats will exonerate them from the responsibility of finding 
well-informed strategies that answer the concerns of the people.  

No place in the world is immune to extremism and populism, and we need to 
strengthen our societies to further the values of peace, unity and prosperity.  

Lebanon's rich religious and cultural fabric is also not immune to the threats 
against moderation and peaceful coexistence. Moderate counter-narratives, as well 
as inclusive and tolerant approaches are needed and this is exactly what this 
partnership that we are launching today is proposing to achieve: Developing pre-
emptive strategies and awareness methods, and minimising local violence through 
the promotion of tolerance, especially among young people.   

I would like to stress here that these approaches should be developed with a 
purpose not to water down the beliefs inherent in a religion, but to take strength 
from the faith that sustains it.  As a prominent Lebanese Sunni promoter of 
dialogue, Mohammad Sammak, mentioned recently, "there is too much religion, 
and too little faith" surrounding us today.  The idea is to bring forth a faithful yet 
peaceful approach to living together in Lebanon. 



We do trust that the willingness and commitment to tolerance expressed by Dar al 
Fatwa and by Sheikh Abdel-Latif Derian, as well as Berghof Foundation's 
experience in Germany will contribute to this aim. 

Lebanon is a unique country in the region and in the world. In the current regional 
turmoil, it is one of the rare places where people from different backgrounds live 
together in peace. This is a true treasure that we all value very much and that we all 
need to cherish and protect. 

Thank you.  


