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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

United Nations Special Coordinator for Lebanon Ms Sigrid Kaag,  

Regional Representative of the United Nations' High Commissioner for Human 

Rights Dr. Abdel Salam Sidahmed, 

Dear guests, dear friends, 

 

Today marks yet another important moment in the history of the close working 

relationship between the European Union, the Lebanese authorities, the United 

Nations - more specifically the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights - and civil society. This is a continuation of a long tradition that started over 

67 years ago when Lebanese and European personalities contributed to the drafting 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
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This event comes also at time of revision of what Lebanon has been doing to 

improve its human rights situation over the past year. The Universal Periodic 

Review – or the UPR – is a new invention launched in 2006. It gives all 

governments a chance to do a reality check of the situation in their country. It is 

unique because it is truly universal – all countries participate – and because it has a 

truly peer-to-peer approach where governments examine one another. And trust 

me: whether your country is called Sweden or Switzerland, Somalia or Senegal, 

there is always something we can learn and do better. And surprisingly, studies 

have shown that a very large number of the recommendations are actually 

implemented.  

The UPR for Lebanon that will take place in Geneva in November will emphasise 

areas of progress, such as women's rights and the rights of the victims of the civil 

war and their families. It will also look into how Lebanon can move forward on 

areas that require improvement and point to areas not considered before. 

This is not an obvious task, given the difficult situation that Lebanon has been 

facing over the past four years. We receive daily reports of serious violations of 

international humanitarian law carried out by armed groups on the doorstep of 

Lebanon. These groups not only seek to destroy buildings, roads and homes; they 

also attempt to abolish the very foundations of nations and communities: the 

respect for human dignity and the physical integrity of human beings. At the same 

time, the extraordinary high number of refugees and displaced people who have 

come to Lebanon in search for shelter and protection brings additional challenges, 

particularly when it comes to human rights. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

The good news is that Lebanon is not alone in its efforts to guarantee the protection 

of human rights.  Human rights lie at the foundation of the European Union and are 

key in our relations with all our partners across the world – all the more with close 

partners such as Lebanon. Apart from moral and political support, the European 

Union provides financial assistance to Lebanese institutions to develop and 

implement human rights policies and reforms. At present, the European Union has 

€15 million worth of on-going projects that support the Ministry of Justice and the 

judicial institutions in undertaking the necessary reforms of the justice system and 

the prison management. These projects also support Lebanon in its efforts to 

effectively fulfil its legal obligations under international human rights treaties. An 

estimated additional budget of €5 million is to be mobilised in order to support 

further improvements in the justice sector in the upcoming years. At the same time, 

we recognise the role of civil society organisations that are advocating human 

rights in Lebanon vis-a-vis the citizens and the authorities. Our current portfolio of 

projects specifically focusing on human rights amounts to €5 million, with an extra 

€1.2 million planned to be contracted between 2015 and 2016. 

The project that we are launching today combines these two strands of support. On 

the one hand it will strengthen the capacity of ministries and officials to ensure 

human rights protection and accountability. On the other, it will enhance the 

Lebanese civil society actors’ ability to monitor the human rights situation and 

propose constructive measures for its improvement. 

I am positive that our joint efforts – Lebanon, the European Union and UN 

agencies – will bear great fruit and that the words of Gibran Khalil Gibran will 

continue to inspire us all throughout our endeavours. He said: "Safeguarding the 
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rights of others is the most noble and beautiful end of a human being". I think it is 

appropriate to finish with these words. Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


