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Good morning colleagues, 

 

I want to congratulate Minister Bassil who delivered a very inspiring speech and good 

messages on how we can work together. It is also great to have so many ambassadors 

together in one room in Beirut. 

 

I am also glad to see many women here, talking about economic diplomacy. When we did 

our negotiations very early on, starting late 90s, and eventually concluding the Association 

Agreement between Lebanon and the European Union, more than half the team were women. 

And I remember my colleagues back home were always saying how impressed they were 

with the quality of the team and the negotiators, and there are also many of them here 

present. This is fantastic because this is where diplomacy goes with first: it is the image, and 

obviously the substance and the whole agenda. But this is beautiful to see. We have always 

had excellent experiences in negotiating with your country and in dealing, as you rightly say, 

Minister, with the very fine quality and the great potential there is.  

 

I hope the Ambassadors present here today, who represent Lebanon in the 73 countries you 

mentioned, are in contact with the Ambassadors of the European Union there. I know that 

you are, in the biggest capitals, because I get these exchanges and I tell my people also, 

colleagues I have in the region: did you talk to my colleague in Riyadh or elsewhere? 

Because you might know them, or probably not, and if you do, please remember that we 

have our people out there who represent a market of 500 million people. The EU represents 



the largest trade block in the world and has very sound Association Agreements with the 

countries in the region. Without the Association Agreement, the French Ambassador cannot 

do the wonderful work he just explained to you. He cannot do that without that proper 

framework we work in as EU.  

 

In this panel I am probably representing the youngest entity in terms of economic diplomacy, 

because the EU only started in 1950. We only became an actor on the trade scene in 1958. 

That is obviously very young compared to the countries present here today, but it is the 

power of being united that counts: 28 Member States are united and they have asked us to 

negotiate on their behalf. For instance, when there is a product that cannot be imported into 

Lebanon, the EU Head of Delegation negotiates on behalf of the Member States with the 

Lebanese side. When there are trade barriers, I have to go myself and talk to the concerned 

Ministers, though there are less trade barriers in Lebanon than in other countries. 

 

The main issue is about stability and predictability. The call we make to Lebanon is: please 

work on entering the WTO. The process is stalled since 2009. It is essential to go back to that 

dossier. Go back to your national interests. It will help you foster economic growth and job 

creation. You need to modernise your economy, and there is so much that could be done. We 

concluded an Action Plan but much remains to be done. Have a look at the 15 priorities of 

that Action Plan and you will see that it aims at putting your country on a new development 

track.   

 

For the EU, Lebanon is a fantastic opportunity thanks to its specificities. Together, we could 

achieve so much. 

 

We can all benefit together. 

 

Thank you. 

 


