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***************** 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 
 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Let me first thank the President of Jouzour Loubnan, Raoul Nehmé, 

and his whole team for hosting this annual dinner which has by now 

become a tradition amongst wonderful friends who love the country, 

want to preserve and show its beauty, and want to help all people 

living in Lebanon with the right tools to know how to respect and 

preserve the beauty of the country.  

 

Dear friends,  

 

You all know that during the last fourty years, the equivalent of 3 per 

cent of the forest cover was lost in Lebanon.  Deforestation is the 

main cause of a loss of biodiversity, erosion, land degradation, forest 
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fires and low ground water recharge. This has negatively affected the 

livelihoods of the majority of the people living in rural areas. 

 

Over the past years, successive governments in Lebanon have paid 

much more serious attention to the impact of the loss of forests.  

Many of you will say: yes fine but not enough.  But thanks to the 

work of Jouzour Loubnan throughout the last seven years and many 

other organisations and pressure groups, today the forest sector is 

more and more considered as a national asset. There is increasing 

awareness, there are more efforts and better results.  Still some steps 

to take (I hope less than 'a million') to get the 'environment' into the 

DNA of every citizen. 

 

I believe an important asset in preserving the environment is a 

resource that doesn't grow easily. It is Trust. Trust between the 

government, the local authorities, civil society and the private sector 

in particular must be regained -where it is lost or absent- and 

sustained where it is present.  More partnerships need to be built 

between citizens and municipalities –who are at the forefront of 

preserving the environment and who together can assess how national 

interests and private or business interest can best be met– as a win-

win. I believe Jezzine municipality is a good example in this regard.  

 

You know I will be leaving Lebanon this summer. I will leave with 

the thought of all of you and the positive change you succeeded in 

bringing forward for the good of Lebanon's environment. And with 
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the thought and knowledge that indeed the European Union helped 

contribute to this positive change in a positive way.  I will leave with 

the thought that a small country like Lebanon – small in geographic 

terms – is at the forefront on world efforts to prevent Climate Change. 

Again the European Union helped bring this forward. 

 

All of the EU funded programmes on forestry promote sustainable 

forest management systems. Jouzour Loubnan is one of the six 

selected organisations that, in addition to the fourteen associated 

municipalities, benefit from European Union forestry grants that 

amount to around 2 million Euros all together.  

 

As a direct result of these forestry actions, 1240 dunums (i.e. 124 ha) 

will be planted throughout the country, and will benefit 25 000 

households. Most importantly, these actions will set a replicable 

modus operandi for different Mouhafazat of Lebanon.  

 

The European Union funds a forestry mapping, which should become 

an effective instrument for potential donors who wish to safely and 

easily invest in forestry actions. One of the experts associated to this 

initiative, Ms Magda Bou Dagher, is also an active member of 

Jouzour Loubnan.  [When completed, this forestry mapping that will 

be made available to the public will identify areas throughout the 

country that are technically suitable for planting, and where the 

necessary municipal administrative support exists. Thanks to this 

mechanism combining trusted forestation methods and mapping, an 
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entrepreneur located in Lebanon or abroad (e.g. Brazil) and willing to 

invest in forestry actions will be able to remotely select a location and 

secure the usefulness of their contribution. It is expected that the 

trustworthiness and transparency provided by such mechanism will be 

a major factor in attracting additional funds.]  

 

This forestry mapping will create a multiplier effect to meet 

Lebanon's target of planting fourty million trees in the next twenty 

years. It will hopefully give the much-needed impetus to the forestry 

sector.  

 

I want to thank again the whole team of Jouzour Loubnan and the 

friends of Jouzour Loubnan present here tonight for all your relentless 

efforts to break walls and barriers, plant trees and give us health and 

happiness. 

 

Thank you 


