
 
Speech of Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst 

Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 
 

The Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2015 
 

Les Jardins of Palais Sursock, Ashrafieh 
2 June 2015 

***************************** 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear friends, 

Allow me to extend a particularly warm welcome to Mrs. Gisele Khoury 

and to the family of Samir Kassir.  

Ten years after Samir's assassination, we remind ourselves of his courage 

and his unshakable convictions.  

We acknowledge that the freedom of expression is the one freedom 

needed to ensure that all other freedoms can exist. If there is no freedom 

of expression, online and off line, there are no citizens, there are only 

subjects; if there is no freedom of the media, there is no press, only 

propaganda.  



In 2014 alone, 60 journalists were killed worldwide – almost half of 

them in the Middle East. There is the perceived and there is the real 

growing pressure on professional journalism and on professional 

reporting. There is intimidation and arbitrary detention; there are 

increasing attempts to control media outlets.   

Freedom of expression and freedom of the media, including safety of 

journalists, is a top priority for the European Union.   

The European Union would simply not exist without the freedom of 

expression and the freedom of the media.  

We constantly need to remind ourselves, our Member States and all our 

partners across the globe of the need to take renewed, intensified 

measures, stay on course, stay united, work hard, not give up and inspire.   

Samir Kassir and his work continue to be an inspiration for old and 

young journalists.  

This 10th edition of the Award is dedicated to all journalists, young and 

old, who do courageous and brilliant work in the Middle East, in North 

Africa and the Gulf and who feel inspired by Samir.   

The Award teaches us why media pluralism is important; why we need a 

genuine free and open public discourse about issues of concern; why we 

need to keep open spaces for free expression to help reverse the 

increasingly negative trends of repression. 



You will be pleased to know that this year, the jury received a total of 

158 applications. The largest number came from Egypt (65), followed by 

Lebanon (31) and Syria (26). Of those, the jury will award three 

journalists whose work stood out by its originality, quality and 

professionalism, in the categories Opinion Article, Investigative Article 

and Audiovisual report.  

I would like to sincerely thank the Jury members who did the reading, 

viewing, discussing and deciding on the submissions. Without 

interference or intimidation… 

A special word for the Samir Kassir Foundation, for Mrs. Gisele Khoury, 

for Ayman Mhanna and the whole team. They have put their heart and 

dedication into giving hope for all journalists in the region. And they 

have succeeded. Together with our team at the EU Delegation. Together 

with the candidates and the audience here present and those watching us 

via Future TV.   

Chapeau. 

Merci.   

Thank you Samir. 


