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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Your Excellency Minister of Education and Higher Education,  

Elias Bou Saab 

Dear Ambassadors, 

Distinguished guests,  

Education is very high on the agenda of the European Union in Lebanon. We 

have long been supporting the education sector, from Primary Education, to 

Vocational Education and Training to Higher Education.  

Since the beginning of the crisis, the European Union has mobilised more than 



€450 million for Lebanon and €120 million for education and child protection. 

Recently, during the third donors' conference in Kuwait, we committed an 

additional €1.1 billion for the countries affected by the war in Syria. 

We welcome the RACE plan set up last year by the Ministry of Education and 

Higher Education under H.E. Minister Bou Saab. We have been supporting its 

targets through our financing to UNICEF, UNHCR and civil society.  

The European Union considers supporting RACE for the next school year if 

there is: a solid plan for the 2015-2016 school year with reasonable unit costs, 

good monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, as well as good coordination 

between all levels (central and school levels). 

We would want to provide direct funding to the Ministry of Education, as we do 

in Jordan for example, but the absence of macro-economic and public finance 

management such as the lack of a state budget, make sector budget support 

impossible in Lebanon.  

Leaving children without access to education is not only a security and social 

threat to Lebanon in the short term, but a burden and a potential catastrophe for 

the region in the future. We cannot be resigned to the provision of educational 

services for only a proportion of the children in Lebanon regardless of their 



nationality. Currently 300,000 thousand children aged 6 to 15-years-old are out 

of school and this is a major concern.  

Formal education, in the first or second shift, is the best option to provide 

children with quality education services. Therefore, coverage in both should be 

increased.  

If more children cannot be absorbed into formal education institutions, new 

ideas and mechanisms for reaching more children, for reducing drop outs, 

including Non Formal Education, are needed.   

The Ministry's current education strategy for Lebanon (2010-2015) is reaching 

its end. Whilst RACE targets many of the current needs in the sector, there is 

need to prepare the new phase, to shape a new vision for education in Lebanon 

for the coming years. There is need to establish a strategic framework with a 

medium term plan and to articulate short and medium term needs and goals. The 

European Union is ready to provide support, and we believe that yesterday and 

today's discussions are a valuable step in the right direction. 

Thank you for your attention.  


