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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Friends from Lebanon, 

Friends from abroad, 

Friends from security agencies as well as from Foreign Affairs and the 

Judiciary, 

Representatives of the Government, 

Distinguished guests,  



I would like to thank Suzanne Jabbour, Director of Restart, for bringing 

us all together. And I would like to stress that it is outstanding that we 

can have this kind of discussion in Lebanon. We meet in a constructive 

spirit.  

The Convention Against Torture was adopted more than 30 years ago. 

Torture is still widely practised around the world.  

For the European Union, there are three principal issues when we talk 

about torture.  

1. Torture is not acceptable, under no circumstances. This conviction is 

based on the values that lie at the very heart of the European Union 

itself.  

2. Torture is not effective. In no democratic state should there be room 

for court proceedings based on forced confessions. 

3. Torture contributes to the radicalisation of detainees and makes them 

more prone to violence. We don't need more criminality, we need more 

humanity.   



Ladies and gentlemen, 

In Lebanon, the prevention of torture and ill-treatment has been on the 

EU's agenda for a long time, long before October when the summary 

report of the UN's Committee Against Torture was published, as we can 

see from our funding to the project "Joint Action for an Effective 

Contribution and Enhanced Commitment to Prevention of Inherent 

Crimes in Lebanon and Jordan" implemented by Restart and AJEM – 

Mrs Jabbour explained the objectives.  

At the same time, we also need to acknowledge that Lebanon is the only 

longstanding party of the OPCAT in the region. 

The CAT report must be seized as an opportunity to move forward, in a 

positive spirit, by civil society, the Parliament, the security agencies, the 

Government.   

We hope that torture be criminalised in the Lebanese legislation, based 

on the definition of the Convention Against Torture. That the draft law 

on the National Human Rights Institution, including a National 



Prevention Mechanism against Torture, needs to be adopted by the 

Parliament.  

I hope that in the next two days, this audience can agree on steps 

forward.   

Thank you.  


