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************************* 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

Generals, 

Member of the Defence Attaches Community, 

Dear Friends, 

 

Let me begin by greeting each and every one of you and 

commending you for the important tasks that you undertake in 

such challenging circumstances in Lebanon. 

 

Our gathering today is an excellent opportunity to shed light on the 

commitment and achievements of the cooperation between the 

European Union and Lebanon. This relationship is unique, as this 

is the only European Union Delegation to have developed 
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cooperation with the armed forces of the partner country. The 

Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) are a pole of stability for Lebanon 

and an essential partner in our dialogue for peace in the country. It 

is why there is among you a military expert who works at the 

European Union Delegation in Beirut and who is entrusted with  

maintaining the link with the LAF so that European Union's policy 

of assistance and support is implemented in the most effective 

way.  

 

Indeed, EU-Lebanon cooperation in the area of security, and in all 

other areas, strongly benefits from the expertise the 28 EU 

Member States bring in. It is an indispensable and essential pillar 

of our support. 

 

The cooperation between the European Union and Lebanon 

reflects our common values, interests and ambitions and our 

assistance contributes to maintaining stability, unity, independence 

and sovereignty. This cooperation is based on the following 

principles: sharing common values and interests; undertaking a 

regular political, security, economic and social dialogue; 

maintaining wide-ranging people-to-people contacts and 

substantial development and humanitarian assistance.  
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The 2006 Association Agreement and the European 

Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) Action Plan gave a significant 

impetus to EU-Lebanon relations, which were established decades 

ago. 

 

The European Union is the most important donor to Lebanon. On 

average €210 million are annually allocated to the country 

(European Union, Member States and the European Investment 

Bank) and the national institutions are responsible for the 

management of this assistance. This allows for a continuous 

support for development and reform. The European Union and its 

Member States make means and expertise available to accompany 

these dynamics and processes. While doing so, we consult all 

Lebanese, from across the political and sectarian spectrum and we 

establish partnerships with a range of actors: first, the Lebanese 

public institutions (Government, Parliament, Ministries, Council 

for Development and Reconstruction); local authorities; 

international organisations; civil society organisations, 

associations and the private sector. 

 

As we all know, Lebanon is going through some very challenging 

times. The European Union has increased the funding and since 

2012, it alone has granted almost €450 million in support to 



4 

 

Lebanon, and the Member States provided a similar amount. 

While a portion of our support was allocated for humanitarian 

assistance to refugees, the majority of it has been used to support 

Lebanese institutions to provide services to both vulnerable 

Lebanese communities and Syrian refugees.  

 

All this wouldn't be possible without the spirit of cooperation 

between the European Union, the EU Member States and the 

Lebanese authorities at all levels, guided by the principles of 

partnership and ownership. 

 

And with these principles in mind, the European Union is supporting a 

comprehensive set of activities to reinforce the capacities of the security 

agencies, by encouraging oversight mechanisms, dialogue with civil 

society but also outreach activities with the media and with the 

population at large. A large programme is under way with the Internal 

Security Forces; similar initiatives will be launched this year with the 

General Security and with the Lebanese Armed Forces.  

 

One of our flagship initiatives which has just entered its third year 

is the "Integrated Border Management" programme. This 

programme's integrated approach covers a variety of areas such as 

migration flows, trade facilitation and the fight against organised 
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crime and allows for international exchanges of information for 

improved security, trade and economic growth. Importantly also, 

IBM constitutes an essential part of the upcoming EU-Lebanon 

Mobility Partnership. 

 

I would like to stress here our long-term commitment, both 

politically and in terms of financial support, to assist Lebanon in 

this priority area.  

 

Partnership and ownership that is the key message I would like to 

pass to the Lebanese Armed Forces. There is no sustainable 

cooperation without implementing such principles.  

 

Gentlemen, I know that your community is very keen to back the 

Lebanese Armed Forces. It is an important asset regarding the 

peace and stability in the country and I thank you for your strong 

commitment.  

 

Generals, Gentlemen, I encourage you to continue to work in close 

coordination for a peaceful, stable and sovereign Lebanon. 

 

Thank you. 


