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Your Excellency Mr. Tammam Salam, President of the Council of 

Ministers of Lebanon 

Your Excellency Dr. Alain Hakim, Minister of Economy and Trade 

Your Excellency Mr. Wael Abu-Faour, Minister of Health, 

Your Excellency, Mr. Adnan Kassar, Honorary President of the 

General Union of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture 

for Arab Countries, 

Mr. Mohammed Choucair, First Vice President of the General Union 

of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture for Arab 

Countries, and President of the Federation of Chambers of 

Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, 

Dr. Haitham Al Jaffan, President of the Arab Federation for Food 

Industries, 



 

Mr. Raouf Abou Zaki, Chief Executive Officer, Al- Iktissad Wal – 

Aamal Group, 

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

When I tell my friends about my posting in Lebanon, their first 

reaction is usually to ask me about the famous Lebanese cuisine, the 

delicious food served in so many restaurants worldwide! This food 

not only tastes good; it’s good for you; it's healthy! So the importance 

of food safety, quality and consumer protection cannot be 

underestimated. This forum today comes at an opportune time for 

Lebanon where serious concerns in these important areas were 

brought to the fore recently.  

 

The European Union welcomes the timing of this event and 

commends Lebanon and the organisers for holding it here in Beirut - 

the heart of creativity, diversity, and prosperity - with its people who 

dream of moving forward, and refuse to standstill or go backwards. 

 

Guaranteeing the safety of food in Lebanon and elsewhere in the 

region requires common efforts and synergy between the various 

ministries, institutions, authorities and the private sector. Currently, in 

Lebanon and elsewhere the legal framework and responsibility for 

food safety is fragmented amongst ministries and clarity is very much 

needed.  



The recent events related to food safety and hygiene may have 

changed the consumers' perception of the agro-food sector (although I 

admit I have not seen the latest figures). These events have 

contributed to creating lack of trust and instability within the sector. 

Therefore, it is of primary importance to regain the consumers' trust.  

 

In that respect, recent parliamentary initiatives aiming at ministerial 

coordination over food safety and the setting up of an independent 

authority to monitor violations of food safety standards under the 

chairmanship of Prime Minister Tammam Salam are very 

encouraging developments. The European Union stands by the 

government throughout this whole process, but is also assisting the 

private sector that needs to be able to grow and attract more investors. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The European Union supports Lebanon in raising food safety 

standards. We have brought expertise in this field, especially in food 

safety policy built around high food safety standards and the 

protection of consumer health and interest. Thanks to the European 

Union-funded quality programme QUALEB (€ 4,3 million), food 

inspectors are being trained according to European Union best 

practices; food establishments are being certified according to ISO 

standards and a common electronic database is being set up to register 

food establishments in Lebanon.  

 



Much progress has also been achieved since the onset of the 

European Union-funded Agricultural and Rural Development 

Programme (ARDP), which supported the medium-term strategy of 

the Ministry of Agriculture for the period 2015-2019 with particular 

focus on Food safety.  

 

In the framework of this programme, the drafting of the new national 

phytosanitary and veterinary quarantine laws and decrees, harmonised 

with EU regulations will directly contribute to increasing the food 

safety standards when adopted. Good results have already been 

achieved, such as the implementation of capacity risk-based border 

controls on food imports in compliance with EU regulations, and the 

improvement of the export certification system for potatoes. 

 

Much more is to come in 2015. Import and export capacities of the 

agricultural sector will be further enhanced through strengthening of 

Ministry of Agriculture’s plant and animal quarantine services and 

supporting the laboratory in Kafarchima in view of its ISO 

certification. Every action counts. There is a lot to be done. 

 

Allow me to encourage the competent ministries, the business 

associations, as well as all the relevant stakeholders to work jointly 

towards putting in place an efficient and robust food quality system in 

Lebanon, for the benefit of all people living in the country.   

 



I thank the General Union of Arab Chambers and the QUALEB team 

for this excellent initiative. 


