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Your Excellency Ambassador Abdul Mawla el Solh, Regional 

Representative of the International Centre for Migration Policy 

Development (ICMPD),  

Representatives of the security agencies, 

Excellencies, 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

The diversity of partners and stakeholders present here today constitutes 

a strong signal of our collective commitment to take Integrated Border 

Management in Lebanon a step forward. 

  



Border security is not limited to border control as such, but should 

involve cooperation between all law enforcement authorities and 

relevant ministries operating at the border, within the country and with 

international partners. This is why we are gathered here today: to discuss 

one very important aspect of border management - international 

cooperation. 

 

We will address migration flows, trade facilitation and the fight against 

organised crime. Exchange of information between partner countries 

means we can identify potential suspects at the border and also ensure 

quick clearance of passengers and goods. 

 

Integrated Border Management also constitutes an essential part of EU-

Lebanon partnership. In December, for the first time the European 

Union and our Member States will start discussing with Lebanon global 

approaches to migration and mobility. 

 

The EU IBM programme – thanks also to the excellent work of the 

International Centre for Migration Policy Development's team ICMPD -  

has contributed to initiating partnerships with EU Members States –

Croatia, the Netherlands, Poland and Spain. It has provided the Lebanese 

security agencies with the necessary training and €1 million worth of 

equipment. 



Importantly, it has contributed - for the first time - to the creation of a 

joint approach on border management, which in turn has led to the 

creation of a common IBM strategy by the Border Control Committee. 

The strategy has been presented to the Lebanese Parliament and we hope 

that it will be adopted soon.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Every day, we see how challenging the current security situation in 

Lebanon is. We share the same commitment to maintain Lebanon's 

stability and I am pleased to see representatives from the Italian 

Customs, Interpol, United Nations Office for Drugs and Crimes 

(UNODC) and many others present today. I do wish that this event will 

contribute to reinforcing the existing partnerships and foster some new 

ones. 

 

I would like to stress once again our long term commitment, both 

politically and in terms of financial support, to assist Lebanon in 

maintaining its security and stability.  

 

I wish you fruitful discussions.  
 
Thank you. 


