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Your Excellency Minister of Social Affairs, Mr. Rashid Derbas, 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Country Representative, Ms. 
Annamaria Laurini, 

Dear Colleagues from the Ministry of Social Affairs and UNICEF, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and UNICEF underpins the Government's efforts to improve services for 
the benefit of all people in Lebanon. It confirms what is mostly needed: the 
Government in the driver seat of the response to the crisis and top-notch quality 
support from the European Union, through UNICEF, helping Lebanon in these 
very challenging times.  

Development assistance is most efficient when it is based on nationally-owned 
policies and plans. Clarity in guidance and transparent, comprehensive 



coordination are key elements to make sure the funding available will have the 
greatest possible impact. This is a shared interest and objective. 

Today we are here for the children and women who need protection. They will get 
the protection through existing Lebanese protection services that are provided by 
or under the supervision of the Ministry of Social Affairs. It actually helps the 
Ministry with re-inventing its Social Development Centres across the country and 
turning them into genuine one-stop-shops for social services in Lebanon.  
Therefore the European Union support will have long lasting effects. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The European Union has supported the Ministry of Social Affairs and the Social 
Development Centres since our very first decision in the summer of 2012 to 
support Lebanon not only with humanitarian assistance, but also with development 
funds. And we should not forget that we had already supported the Ministry in the 
past, before the crisis started in Syria.  

We agreed to work on the rehabilitation and staffing, and a substantial amount of 
our funds is dedicated to establish specialised 'Family Support Services' in and 
around more than 50 Social Development Centres throughout Lebanon. Our funds 
have long been transferred and were only awaiting the signing of this 
Memorandum of Understanding to be activated. This means that, immediately after 
this signature, activities can begin in the various centres across the country.  

Contrary to what is generally believed, our support goes to strengthen existing 
Lebanese structures and not to set up new parallel structures that would collapse 
once the crisis comes to an end. We wish our funding to benefit Lebanese 
communities that have been for long in dire need of better social services even 
prior to the crisis.  

Indeed, the response of the European Union to the current Syrian refugee crisis has 
been substantial and swift. Since 2012, we have contributed more than 370 million 
Euros from the European Commission alone: 170 million Euros have gone to 
humanitarian assistance, while 200 million Euros have been allocated to support 
existing Lebanese structures in providing more and better social services. This 
includes the schools of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education, the 



primary health care centres and laboratories of the Ministry of Public Health, water 
and waste infrastructure in local communities across the country, as well as the 
support to the Ministry of Social Affairs we mark today. 

With this renewed and formalised partnership between the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and UNICEF, I feel confident that we will see noticeable improvements on 
the ground very soon.  

Very soon indeed.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


