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-- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -- 
 
 
Representatives of ACT for the Disappeared", "ABAAD – Resource Center for 
Gender Equality" and "Legal Agenda", 

Families of the Disappeared, 

Dear journalists, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I assist in today's launching of the project 
“Clarifying the Fate of the Missing and Forcibly Disappeared in Lebanon”, 
funded by the European Union and carried out jointly by "ACT for the 
Disappeared", "ABAAD – Resource Center for Gender Equality" and "Legal 
Agenda".  
 
First of all, let me take this occasion to reiterate the European Union's solidarity 
with and express my sympathies to the families of those forcibly disappeared. 
Similarly I would like to pay tribute to all those seeking to support victims’ 
families to find closure, and thereby carry out an emotionally challenging but 
indispensable task.  
 
Official statistics from the early nineties account the number of forcibly 
disappeared in Lebanon to 17 000. Lebanon ranks high among the countries 
with a history of disappearances. 
 



 

 

Behind each and every one of these thousands of victims stand their loved ones, 
a family, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters and friends alike.  They have 
not stopped seeking answers. They still don't know anything of the whereabouts, 
whether their beloved one is dead or alive, whether he or she has been tortured 
or imprisoned or has suffered in any other way.   
 
Enforced disappearance is widely considered as one of the gravest forms of 
human rights violations. It deprives individuals of their most fundamental rights, 
which is the right to life, the right to liberty, and to security.  
Remaining in such uncertainty, it appears almost impossible for the families to 
leave the past behind and face the future.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
As European Union, we consider it the right of families of those forcibly 
disappeared and have gone missing to know what happened to their beloved. 
The Government of Lebanon has committed to adopt legislation which honors 
this internationally acknowledged right, and we fully support the Government in 
this endeavor. 
 
In our political dialogue, we will also continue encouraging Lebanon to ratify 
the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance as part of their human rights agenda.  
 
At the same time, we are convinced that civil society has a critical role to play in 
bridging the sensitive transitions between past, present and future.  
 
The project we are launching today therefore engages with the families of 
forcibly disappeared and will encourage them to lobby for their right to know. 
We believe it is crucial that they are involved in this process, and that their 
concerns are taken into considerations.  
 
In many other countries, a National Commission for the Disappeared has 
contributed to shedding light on the whereabouts of thousands of disappeared. 
These Commissions have collected and preserved information, and contributed 
to clarifying the fate of the missing and forcibly disappeared. This could also 
serve as a model for Lebanon. The project's endeavor to gather information 
constitutes a first step alongside this road.  



 

 

 
We very much welcome the line of action that this project is taking by 
integrating a legal as well as an accountability lens, and I would like to 
commend "ACT for the Disappeared", "ABAAD – Resource Center for Gender 
Equality" and "Legal Agenda" for their decision to join forces. A problem as 
complex as enforced disappearances cannot be addressed with one approach 
alone: the answer has to be comprehensive.   
 
Standing ready to cope with challenges ahead is an imperative for a country in a 
region in turmoil. This is why we believe that the past must come to a closure, 
and we hope to be able to contribute to this. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 


