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Speech of the Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst,  
Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 

 
Signing ceremony of the six grant contracts on forestry actions 

"Agriculture and Rural Development Programme - ARDP" 
 

Ministry of Agriculture, Beirut – 07 July 2014 
 

***************** 
CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

H.E. Minister of Agriculture Akram Shehayeb, 

General Director of the Ministry of Agriculture Mr Louis Lahoud, 

Representatives of the beneficiaries of the grant contracts and associated 

municipalities,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

First of all I would like to congratulate all six beneficiaries and the 

fourteen associated municipalities that will benefit from European Union 

grants that amount to €2 million. The selection has been a demanding and 

competitive process and today you are reaping the rewards of your hard 

work.  

 

I also wish to thank H.E. Minister of Agriculture Akram Chehayeb and his 

team for their relentless support throughout the process and for deciding to 

allocate additional funds to additional forestry actions. This is a clear sign 

of the strong commitment of the Ministry of Agriculture to promote 

forestry in Lebanon. 
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Forests in Lebanon need to be urgently protected from the effects of 

intense human exploitation, urbanisation, overharvesting, overgrazing and 

wildfires. During the last fifty years, the equivalent of 35% of the forest 

cover was lost. And with it we saw loss of biodiversity, increasing erosion, 

land degradation and low ground water recharge. This has negatively 

affected the livelihoods of many people in rural areas. 

 

Today we are witnessing a positive change. People in Lebanon became 

increasingly aware of the impact of the loss of forests. The forest sector is 

more and more considered by consecutive governments as a national asset. 

The '40 million trees' national initiative steered by the Ministry of 

Agriculture attests of the Tammam Salam Government determination to 

revitalise the sector in all its social, economic and environmental 

dimensions. 

 

At present, Europe is also going through a major shift in terms of forest 

management and vision. A 'New Forest Strategy' was adopted in 

September 2013. The European Union acknowledges that forests are a key 

resource for improving quality of life and job creation, in particular in 

rural areas.  

 

Forests are no longer seen as a sanctuary to be preserved but rather as a 

capital that provides benefits to all citizens. In that respect, forests can 

enhance activities conducive to boosting the economy, which can be used 
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as a source of income, such as eco-tourism, forest-based industries, and 

bioenergy. Forests are also important for the environment, especially for 

biodiversity, and are a powerful instrument in the fight against climate 

change. 

 

All of the six contracts that are being signed today are born out of this 

belief, and they promote a vision of a sustainable forest management 

system. Hence, they are all innovative in a country where the approaches 

towards forestry actions are sometimes passionate. Many initiatives on 

forestry in the past have not yielded the expected results. Many actions 

have been implemented with the aim of balancing forestry approaches 

without a real long term vision by actors working in isolation, and at times 

without technical or management capacities.  

 

All of these six initiatives draw lessons from past experiences. For 

instance, protection and watering of the seedlings are provided during the 

three years after planting, which is the most critical period, to ensure a 

high survival rate of trees. In addition, partnerships between non-state 

actors and local authorities reconcile strong management capabilities and 

ownership, which are both essential -yet not sufficient- ingredients for 

success.  

 

Still, each proposal is unique as it associates a broad spectrum of non-state 

actors such as Lebanese and European universities, research centres, 

NGOs or forest reserves. Municipalities involved vary in size and location. 
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Experience in forest management is combined with socio-economic 

knowledge of the regions in which they will be working.  

 

As a direct result of these forestry actions, 1240 dunums (i.e. 124 ha) will 

be planted throughout the country, and will benefit 25,000 households. 

Most importantly, these actions will set a replicable modus operandi on 

how to approach forestation and reforestation actions in the different 

Mouhafazat of Lebanon.  

 

Until now, there are many potential donors for forestry actions (national or 

local authorities, private actors, international donors, individuals, etc.) but 

no real instrument in which they could safely and easily invest in and 

expect to derive tangible and sustainable results from.  

 

This is why these actions are completed by a forestry mapping that is 

being prepared in parallel with the Ministry of Agriculture and which is 

also funded by the European Union. The forestry mapping, which will be 

made available to the public, will identify areas throughout the country 

that are technically suitable for planting, and where the necessary 

municipal administrative support exists. 

 

Thanks to this mechanism combining trusted forestation methods and 

mapping, an entrepreneur located in Lebanon or abroad and willing to 

invest in forestry actions will be able to remotely select a location and 

secure the utility of their contribution. 
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It is expected that the trustworthiness offered by such mechanism will be a 

major factor in attracting additional funds, and therefore creating a 

multiplier effect to meet the target of 40 million trees planted in the next 

20 years.  

 

We believe that our support will give the much-needed push to the forestry 

sector. 

 

I wish you all good luck in your endeavours and a beautiful and green 

Lebanon. 

 

Thank you. 


