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***************** 

 
His Excellency Minister Gebran Bassil, 
Colleagues, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Ambassadors of the European Union Member 
States 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
Energy is the lifeblood of modern society and has a major role in sustainable and inclusive 
economic development.  
 
Energy is indispensable to our daily lives.  Limited or lacking access to energy, in particular 
electricity, undermines people's potential for social and economic development. Energy services 
are essential for economic growth and for the improvement of our living standards. 
 
This is true for Lebanon as it is for the European Union. 
 
In Lebanon, in addition to energy security and sustainability, a well functioning energy sector and 
efficient use of energy are central to making the economy more competitive, promoting local 
business opportunities (especially small and medium-sized enterprises) and lowering people's 
energy bills. In summary, access to energy at a reasonable cost is both (i) a public service that all 
citizens need and expect and (ii) a key element of the business and investment climate for 
enterprises.  
 
But setting the objective is one thing; how to get there is something different. 
 
Lebanon pursues the same objective as the European Union: to ensure access for all users to 
affordable, secure and sustainable energy. The European Union framed its actual energy policy in 
the 20-20-20 Strategy. All European leaders committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
20%, increase energy efficiency by 20% and increase renewable energies in the energy mix by 
20% and all this by the year 2020.  
 
In Lebanon, the ’vision’ seems clear for everybody: delivering electricity 24 hours on 24 hours. 
However there exist different strategies to achieve this.  
The Lebanese government has already engaged itself via law 4621. This law regulates the 
Lebanese energy sector and should be a guidance for reform. Moreover since Paris III, the donor 
community has aligned its aid along this law 462. Important preparations have already been 
undertaken including in the setting-up of a National Regulatory Authority. It is our conviction, in 
                                                 
1 Law 462 of 2002 replaced the original Electricity Law of 1964 to provide a legal basis for liberalization of the 
electricity sector, full or partial privatization of its assets, and the creation of an independent electricity regulator.  
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line with international best practice, that such an Authority is crucial to have a good functioning 
energy sector in place. The Authority would possess the expertise to oversee the functioning of 
the sector and give objective support to the much needed reform of the energy sector. 
 
The challenges ahead are nevertheless enormous. Energy demand in the region is expected to 
increase by 65% in the next 25 years due to economic development and population growth. In 
order to support sustainable and inclusive growth the EU made a provision of 350 million Euros 
in addition to the already allocated funds for the region in 2011-2012. These funds are an answer 
to the recent events and are a response to a changing Neighbourhood. Commitment of these funds 
will be based on a "more-for-more" approach. It is an incentive-based support. Those 
Neighbourhood countries that go further and faster with reforms will be able to count on greater 
support from the EU.    
 
As European Commissioner for Energy Günther Oettinger and European Commissioner for 
European Neighbourhood Policy Stefan Füle said recently, given the importance of the 
Mediterranean partner countries as energy suppliers and transit countries, we propose to our 
partners in that region the creation of an EU-Southern Mediterranean Energy Partnership, 
focusing in particular on renewable energy projects and the launching of pilot solar plants, 
extending nuclear safety assessments and providing political support to energy infrastructure 
projects that can diversify energy supply sources and routes. 
 
In that sense the recently voted energy bill can serve as a basis for a national and regional 
coordination.  EU experience shows that such a ‘Programme Based Approach’ has an increased 
rate of success with a formalised process of stakeholder coordination and with accompanying 
efforts for local systems of financial management, monitoring and evaluation.    
 
This approval of the energy bill confirms the ambitious targets Lebanon has set regarding the 
share of renewable energy in the energy production. We look now forward to their concrete 
implementation. 
 
In addition to the 20 million Euros already made available for the Lebanese energy sector, the 
European Union is ready to accompany Lebanon on its path of reform.  The task is difficult but 
can make a huge difference for the daily lives of Lebanese citizens and for the economy as a 
whole. 
 
Thank you. 


