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Speech by Ambassador Angelina EICHHORST, 
Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 

 
OPEN DAY AT QAB ELIAS AGRO-FOOD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE  

QAB ELIAS – 27 JULY 2011 

***************** 
 
Mr. Ahmad Diab, DG of the Vocational Education and Training, 
Excellency,    
Presidents, Mayors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 
I am pleased to be with you today at the Qab Elias Agro-Food Technical Institute. This open 
day represents an opportunity for students and professionals of the agro-food sector to meet 
and interact. 
 
Interactions: this was precisely our goal when the European Union supported the creation 
the Qab Elias Agro-Food Technical Institute, five years ago. We were approached by two 
partners, one public and one private, eager to work together: the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education and the Syndicate of Lebanese Food Industries. 
 
From our experience with vocational training in Europe we know that linking the educators 
with the employers, in a private-public partnership, is the best way to provide the students 
with relevant training and jobs. Moreover, in order to make the best use of resources and 
provide high quality vocational training education for every student, it is essential that the 
education system and the market place work together seamlessly. That is why the European 
Union has supported the creation of this innovative school with 5 million euro. 
 
The EU is strongly committed to support employment in Lebanon. Training and education 
are among our main areas of assistance, and the EU also supports the development of the 
private sector. In recent years, we have for instance funded three business incubators in 
Lebanon and developed financing mechanisms for small and medium-sized enterprises. This 
kind of action directly contributes to employment creation. 
 
In a global environment of economic opening, Lebanese industries must become more 
competitive and invest in innovation and in youth. In a world that is more and more 
technologically connected, the demand for technicians in the workforce, both in number and 
in variety, has increased dramatically over the past years in Lebanon; technical skills in the 
agro food sector are of value for students and workers; therefore, training qualified 
technicians benefits both the students and the industries. 
 
In Lebanon, 20% of the youth is unemployed, partly because the qualifications of graduates 
do not fit the needs of the economy. The Agro-Food sector is a booming sector in Lebanon 
and offers a strong potential of employment, innovation and economic development. Today, 
it employs one quarter of all private sector employees and constitutes one fifth of all 
Lebanese enterprises. In terms of opportunities, most importantly, the agro-food sector 
creates around 100 new jobs every year. Therefore, choosing to study in the Qab Elias Agro-
Food Technical Institute is definitely looking to the future. 
 



CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 

 2

Building a partnership between the public and the private sector is definitely an ambitious 
task. However, it can lead to tangible results as we have seen in many European countries. 
If the employers are involved in what and how the students learn and in the curriculum, then 
they are ready to hire the graduates and willing to invest some of their time, expertise and 
money back into the school. This in turn builds the reputation of the school and more 
students and more companies become interested. It is a mutually beneficial relationship. To 
ensure that this virtuous cycle becomes a reality, you will need commitment and effort from 
all sides.  
 
This is why I hope that agro-food companies, hand in hand with the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, will continue to support the Qab Elias Agro-Food Technical Institute. 
And I encourage and warmly welcome all new students who decide to pursue a career in the 
Agro-Food sector.  

 .مبروك للطالب المتخرجين وأتمنى لهم النجاح والتوفيق في حياتهم العملية

 . وشكرًا

 


