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The European Union and Lebanon discuss cooperation on illicit 
trafficking of firearms 

 

 
 
The European Union and Lebanon held today a technical roundtable on fighting the illicit 
trafficking of firearms. The meeting was held as follow-up to the 1st October 2015 
Conference between the EU and MENA countries on illicit trafficking of firearms and the 
26 January 2016 EU-Lebanon Counterterrorism Dialogue. The aim of the meeting was 
to establish contacts at the operational level, enhance cooperation and exchange best 
practices in the fight against illegal trafficking of firearms. 
 
The meeting was co-chaired by the EU and the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and held at the premises of the EU Delegation to Lebanon. Representatives of the 
European Commission and Spain introduced the discussion, as Spain is the EU 
Member State in lead for the firearms file within the European Multidisciplinary Platform 
against Criminal Threats. Participants also included representatives of law enforcement 
bodies from Spain, the United Kingdom and Portugal, and police attachés from  
Embassies of EU Member States. 
 
From the Lebanese side, participants included representatives from all institutions and 
agencies with competencies on this matter (Ministry of Interior and Municipalities, 
Ministry of Justice, Lebanese Armed Forces, Internal Security Forces, General Security, 
Customs Administration, Ministry of Public Works and Transport, and Parliament). 
 
Speaking at the opening, Major José Romero Morgan, from the Spanish Guardia Civil, 
presented the policy cycle that is now being implemented at EU level and highlighted 
the importance of international cooperation, noting that the EU sees Lebanon as a key 
partner in the fight against illicit trafficking of firearms. 
 
EU representatives stressed that Lebanon is the first country in the MENA region to hold 
this type of consultation with the EU, which shows the willingness of both sides to 
deepen their cooperation on matters related to security and counterterrorism.  
 
 


