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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
Award of the EU-supported "Bechara el Khoury Prize for  

Democratic Awareness" 
 
 
 
On 11 May during a ceremony at UNESCO Palace, the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education and the Committee of the Bechara El Khoury Prize for Democratic Awareness 
announced the results of the competition that they jointly organised on the theme 
"Constitution and State Building." The prize is supported by the European Union. The 
competition targeted public and private high school students 16 to 18 years from across 
Lebanon, and focused on topics revolving around democracy, State building and 
promotion of citizenship. Ten students won the prize for this year. The students will go 
on a study trip to the European Union headquarters in Brussels to learn about the EU 
institutions and their decision making processes.  
 
After congratulating the winners, Ambassador Christina Lassen, Head of the Delegation 
of the European Union to Lebanon, highlighted that democracy is certainly being taken 
for granted in Lebanon. She said: "This is a vibrant democracy not least thanks to 
President Bechara El Khoury who spent his life fighting for independence and 
democracy in Lebanon." "But we also know that this country is going through tough 
times, that it has been two years now that we are waiting for the election of a president, 
and the election of a new Parliament has been postponed twice," she stated.  
 
Certificates were handed over to the winners: Ghida Faqih and Maysaa Beydoun from 
Bazourieh secondary school (south Lebanon), Ali Shehadeh and Imad Jaber from Nazih 
el Bizri secondary school (Saida), Najah Alaeddine from Ketremaya secondary school of 
Iklim el Kharroub (Shouf), Carine Yaacoub, Andrea Gharios, Christabelle Zinati and 
Mino Elias from Saint John secondary school in Okaibeh (Jbeil region), and Rona 
Fayyad from Irfan secondary school in Sofar (Aley).  
 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


