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Phase II of the EU-funded "Integrated Border Management Lebanon" 

programme kicks off at LAF Officers Club in Jounieh 
 
 
The second phase of the EU-funded "Integrated Border Management Lebanon (IBM Lebanon)" 
programme was officially launched today at the Lebanese Army Officers Club in Jounieh.  
 
Operational since October 2012, "IBM Lebanon" is a six-year-long technical assistance 
programme to establish effective, efficient and coordinated border management in Lebanon. The 
Lebanese beneficiaries are: Lebanese Armed Forces, General Security, Internal Security 
Forces, Customs and Civil Defense. The programme is funded with an EU grant of 14 million 
Euros, with 9 million Euros earmarked for Phase II alone. It is implemented by the Vienna-based 
International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD).    
 
Phase II foresees new interventions: a sea border and ports component, a higher level of 
dedicated support to the Lebanese Armed Forces' Land Border Regiments in securing the land 
border, training to increase professional standards, risk analysis and trade facilitation. 
 
The Director General of ICMPD, Michael Spindelegger, delivered the keynote speech in which 
he reiterated the centre's unwavering support to Lebanon’s border agencies. Mr. Spindelegger 
highlighted the achievements made during the past three years and reaffirmed the need to 
continue working with Lebanon and its partners to foster peace, stability and prosperity for the 
country. "Few countries in the Middle East, if not globally, have felt the immediate ramifications 
of the mass movement of people as Lebanon has in the past five years, namely since the Syria 
crisis unfolded in March 2011," Mr. Spindelegger acknowledged. He also highlighted that ICMPD 
through "IBM Lebanon" Phase II aims to help Lebanon safeguard the sovereignty of its national 
borders and harness the opportunities presented by a functional border system. 
 
Ambassador Christina Lassen, Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon, 
addressed the participants, stating that "Europe and Lebanon face joint challenges both with 
respect to terrorism and with respect to migration," and that "efficient border management is 
crucial for a responsible handling of both." She also highlighted that the new phase will enter into 
new areas such as "protection of maritime borders, counter-terrorism and the provision of a state 
of the art border management system."   
 
EU Member States Ambassadors, ministers and directors of various departments as well as 
senior officers from the five beneficiary security agencies and media attended the launching 
event. 
 
For more information: http://www.eu-ibmlebanon.com/en/  
 

 
 


