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Launch of the "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press" 
2013 

 
Press Conference – 18 February 2013 

Delegation of the European Union  
 

Introductory remarks by Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst 
Head of the Delegation of the European Union 

 
CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 
 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear friends,  

 

Today we launch for the 8th time the "Samir Kassir Award for 

Freedom of the Press". I welcome the presence of Mrs. Gisèle 

Khoury-Kassir and Mr. Walid Kassir, the representatives of the 

Samir Kassir Foundation, and the Ambassadors and 

representatives of European Union Member States accredited to 

Lebanon 

 

This 8th edition comes with a new face. The new logo invites us 

to break all barriers when it comes to speaking out, investigating, 

documenting, reporting and illustrating stories. 

 

As a novelty to this year's edition is the introduction of a new 

category, namely for "Best Audiovisual Reporting".  Images can 

take us where words cannot.  They can reveal the unspeakable and 

take us up close to where the story is taking place.   
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Samir Kassir was one of the leading columnists on the Lebanese 

newspaper An Nahar, and as Robert Fisk once wrote "like so many 

of us in Beirut living on the happy assumption that with Syria's 

troops and intelligence officers withdrawn from Lebanon, he had 

nothing to fear".  Today, eight years after, one journalist in Syria is 

killed every five days according to SKeyes.   

 

In fact, the high number of journalists and citizens killed in the 

course of their work makes of 2012 the deadliest year ever 

registered by Reporters without Borders in its annual roundup. As 

said, Syria was by far the most dangerous place for journalists, 

human rights activists and citizen journalists in 2012 with at least 87 

of them losing their lives.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,   

 

In this region, in Europe and elsewhere in the world citizens have a 

right to free and pluralistic media. There is the joint responsibility to 

adhere to principles and ethics: independence, accuracy, objectivity, 

fairness and balance.  

 

The European Union will continue to stand by the side of those 

working positively on creating that very space for a more free and 

pluralistic media in this region and beyond. I therefore encourage all 

journalists to participate to this Award. We look forward to receiving 

your informative, thought-provoking and inspiring articles and 

images. 
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I now give the floor to Mrs. Gisèle Khoury-Kassir, President of the 

Samir Kassir Foundation.  

 

Thank you all. 


