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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

We have three days ahead of us to share experiences on how to bring 

international justice closer to citizens through comprehensive, enlightening and 

interesting media coverage. This conference is held under the eyes of Samir 

Kassir, whose battle for freedom of expression continues to inspire investigative 

journalists to be both courageous and professional in collecting, interpreting and 

reporting on political affairs.  

 

The European Union is a strong advocate of international justice in general and 

of International Tribunals in particular. We have learnt from history that you 

cannot have lasting peace without justice, accountability and reconciliation. As a 

proof of our commitment, the EU supports a comprehensive system of 

international justice aiming to end impunity against genocide, crimes against 

humanity, war crimes and crimes of terrorism. We believe that ending impunity 

is an essential element to build peace and to ensure respect for human rights and 

the rule of law.  

 

In Lebanon, the European Union provides comprehensive assistance to the 

justice sector, and it will remain one of the key sectors of our cooperation in the 

years to come. At the international level, the European Union also provides 



extensive support to international jurisdictions, from the International Criminal 

Court to the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia and the 

Special Tribunal for Lebanon, as key institutions operating along the highest 

standards of justice. This is why their works needs to be properly explained so 

that international justice continues to enjoy broad levels of legitimacy.  

 

In this context, journalists have a crucial role to play. It is their responsibility to 

present international justice in a clear and comprehensible manner, respecting 

the founding principles of justice, including international justice: independence, 

accountability, equity, accessibility, and the presumption of innocence.  

 

However, not every journalist knows the particularities of the courtrooms. And 

judicial staff may not know in detail how journalists and newsrooms operate. 

Furthermore, the imperatives of the "modi operandi" of the juridical system and 

the media couldn't be more different: While large parts of the media system 

depend on quick and easily digestible information, the court system does not 

tend to deliver such stories easily, focussing rather on due process. 

 

The need to reinforce cooperation between these two worlds is even more 

essential when dealing with international justice. International courts handle the 

most sensitive and heinous crimes against humanity, war crimes or genocides. 

Moreover, for the citizens concerned, international courts often sit far away 

from home and follow complex judicial procedures. That is why it is so 

important to build public understanding for their work, so the full process of 

justice is delivered to all.  

 

When covering international justice, media need to abide by the fundamental 

principles of journalism too including: independence, verification, balance and 

fairness, and their work should be unhindered.   



  

In Lebanon, the EU’s commitment to these liberties is constantly renewed: not 

only do we denounce unjustified restrictions to freedom of media and to the 

work of journalists but we also take action and create awareness, for example 

through the organisation of the Samir Kassir prize or the funding of tangible 

initiatives aiming to boost freedom of expression. 

 

  Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

In closing I would like to express my gratitude to the participants of this 

conference coming from far and wide to enrich what I am sure will be a fruitful 

and productive exchange.  

 

Once again my sincere thanks also to SKEYES, for your everyday work, for 

fighting for a freer media in the EU Neighbourhood, as well as for building the 

capacities of journalists to better inform citizens. Those are all precious 

contributions for a more democratic, accountable and participatory governance 

in Lebanon, in the region and beyond. 

  

  

  

 


