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***************************** 
Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear friends, 

This is the first time that I deliver the Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press, and this is for me 
a great honour. 

This award was created by the European Union after the assassination of Samir Kassir, on June 2, 
2005, to anchor the name and life of Samir Kassir in the memory of the Arab world as a symbol of the 
fight for the freedom of expression. Since then, it has awarded annually two journalists who have 
distinguished themselves through the quality of their work and their commitment. It also pays tribute 
to all journalists, who, particularly in North Africa, Middle East and the Gulf, are carrying out 
courageous and invaluable work ... sometimes risking their lives. 

The European Union believes in the power of words and ideas. This was also the belief of Samir 
Kassir who firmly held that the pen is mightier than the sword. Indeed, freedom of expression is one of 
the foundations on which a robust democracy that listens to its citizens is built. 

Through the Samir Kassir Award, we give to the journalists of the region our recognition and support 
in this daily struggle. It is a struggle which is also a challenge, because at the time when information 
crosses borders, media must be ever more rigorous, more responsible and more independent. 

Through this award, the European Union also wishes to loudly denounce the conditions in which 
journalists often work in the region. Disappearances, threats, assassinations, torture: these words are 
not too strong. 

At the time we are awarding this prize, we call for the release of all journalists and their associates, but 
also bloggers who are detained for simply carrying out their work. We also insist that everywhere, the 
press should be able to fulfil its mission, whether in the midst of peaceful demonstrations or in a 
combat zone. 

The "Arab Spring" would not have been the same without social networks, without journalists, without 
bloggers, without the online media. Each one has played a major role at the heart of these popular 
uprisings; they have brought these events powerfully to life, allowing us to feel as if we were amongst 
them. Each one is a mouthpiece of the people and of their aspirations for freedom, democracy, and 
social justice - all of which the European Union holds to be universal and non-negotiable rights. This 
is why they have the specific duty to honour their audience with accurate and trustworthy information. 

Last year, the Samir Kassir Award rewarded a Libyan journalist and an Egyptian journalist. 

This year, I am very grateful to the 220 journalists who participated. It is a record number of 
candidatures drawn from across the region: from Morocco to Iraq, from Syria to Yemen; and reflects 
the growing reach of the Award. 

This year also, the jury of the Samir Kassir Award, by virtue of the diversity of the nationalities and 
career paths of its members, embodies the principle of Euro-Mediterranean relations and the values we 
share. I thank them warmly for their work but also for their commitment. 
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Finally, I would like to welcome Samir’s family, his parents and the Samir Kassir Foundation which 
works every day to defend the rights of all journalists and to honour the legacy of Samir Kassir. 

I give the floor now to Mrs. Gisele Kassir, before disclosing the names of winners.  

Thank you.  


