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“I would like to thank the EP for the attention to Kosovo. As an EUSR, I must say that our local 

partners notice this, and it greatly strengthens the European voice in Kosovo. Acting President 

Krasniqi personally invited the EP President to observe the forthcoming elections. I am 

delighted that we can look forward to have seven Parliamentarians with us in an official 

delegation on polling day on 12 December. It sends a very important message about EU 

support for the democratic process in Kosovo. The verdict of the delegation will have great 

weight with citizens and in the region. 

“In the same way, the visit at the weekend of your Rapporteur for Kosovo, Madame Ulrike 

Lunacek, was important and a welcome signal. During our joint trip to the ancient city of Prizren, 

for example, we were able together to deliver some strong messages – of support but also of 

necessary criticism – and to give the wider European perspective – including on areas like 

respect for cultural heritage and minority rights, which are so essential to the European values 

that we‟re trying to nurture. The visit received great interest and attention in Kosovo media. Ms 

Lunacek also visited northern Kosovo demonstrating the EP‟s commitment to all the 

communities in Kosovo. 



“The recent period has seen a succession of apparently significant developments in and around 

Kosovo: first of all the calling of early elections; the Commission‟s Progress Report; the focus on 

visa liberalization and our continued effort to keep attention on forthcoming talks with Serbia. 

Each of these issues has been important for the growing EU role in Kosovo. 

“Let me start by reporting to you on the elections, which dominate politics in Kosovo at this 

moment. Following the dissolution of the Assembly of Kosovo, early elections were called on 

2nd November. These are the first general elections organised by the new Kosovo institutions, 

and an important opportunity to show strengthening democracy. In spite of short time frame, 

preparations for these elections are now on course.  

“A public information campaign for the elections has started. I have been emphasising the 

importance of participation from all communities, and my office has supported various civil 

society projects to encourage and facilitate turnout by the minorities, young people and by the 

blind. EULEX and KFOR are closely involved in security planning together with the Kosovo 

Police. The OSCE is doing important work with CEC in advance of the election, though of 

course of its mandate will not be actively observing elections on the day. 

“My office will coordinate a Diplomatic Election Watch of more than 100 teams of international 

diplomats. These teams will comprise my own staff, and many others from Embassies and 

organization in Pristina and elsewhere in the region.  I would like to express my gratitude to 

Member States for their clear support. They‟ve been very positive about the EUSR‟s co-

ordinating role, and it‟s another sign to Kosovo of the close European interest in the state of 

Kosovo‟s democracy. We‟re obviously looking forward to having your official delegation with us.  

“I expect the next Government will be a coalition of at least two Kosovo Albanian parties and 

likely together with Kosovo Serb representatives as well. If that is going to happen that would 

mean a strong base for dealing with some big challenges. In my messages to party leaders, I‟ve 

made clear that the next Government needs to be a clean Government. Frankly, as we know, 

Kosovo and their leaders have an image problem their reputation is not good and that needs to 

be addressed.  

“The Government needs to be competent as well as clean, because the fundamental challenge 

is socio-economic. Growth is slow, and driven mainly by public investment, which is reaching 

unsustainable levels. Unemployment is at twice the average of region, household incomes low, 



and poverty is high – all of this needs to change. The next government needs to improve the 

environment for business and investment. This means structural reforms in the energy, mining 

and telecommunications sectors; it means prudent and sustainable fiscal policy; and above all it 

means improvements in the rule of law. 

“A clean, competent and credible Government with a fresh mandate will also be a good 

precondition to continue to make progress on Kosovo‟s relationship with the European Union. 

The main focus will be the EU-facilitated dialogue with Serbia. Elections obviously mean that 

there will be no start to full engagement in this dialogue until the elections and maybe not until 

next new year. But I‟m positive that Kosovo is ready to engage. Closer understanding between 

Brussels and Washington has given Kosovo greater confidence. The Government of Kosovo 

has real concerns and red lines about this process. But they will also accept to look at the „blue 

lines‟ of this dialogue on topics of genuine concern to people, and topics that enable or improve 

the functioning of the state in areas where issues are currently being blocked. And I think we 

could get progress in areas where Serbia should, because of its substantial cultural, social and 

economic attachment to Kosovo, have links to Kosovo but where its links are currently 

underground and unofficial. 

“I‟m convinced that progress is possible. The defining issue for the country and for the 

international community, however, is northern Kosovo. We see very significant challenges. But I 

draw your attention to the remarkable progress in the Kosovo Serb role in the rest of the 

country. It was strongly predicted that the new minority municipalities would not work and that 

Serbs would not participate. They do work and Serbs are participating. This work is a long way 

from being finalized, but a positive sign that Kosovo is on the right track. I‟m thinking of the 

committed Mayors of municipalities like Gracanica and Strpce, who face significant challenges 

but are making today‟s Kosovo work for them; I‟m thinking of the average Serb voter, deciding 

to see what his or her vote  would bring them. Just on Monday I met the leaders of a new Serb 

political group who will be taking part in the national election, and they expect an increased Serb 

turnout. 

“The north of Kosovo is changing too, and the same transformation as we saw in the South will 

be also possible in the North. But will not be quick and easy. There are Kosovo Serbs in the 

north who want to participate politically, but they are enduring violent intimidations by those who 

wish to preserve a stagnant political situation. There are also Kosovo Serbs in the north who 

want to engage economically with Kosovo, but they must challenge the criminals who benefit 



from the weakened rule of law. This requires commitment and courage; it also requires a 

Kosovo Government willing to reach out to its Serb minority in word and in action. The people of 

northern Kosovo need real democratic choice and economic opportunity, and at this point they 

do not have it. It would be unrealistic to expect that everyone all of a sudden would encourage 

their participation in elections, but I would say that there can be no tolerance for grenade-

throwing and night-time phone calls of intimidation. Mr Chairman, I understand that only 

yesterday this committee called for the dismantlement of parallel structures in Kosovo and I 

welcome this statement.  

“Religious and cultural affairs remain a key focus of my attention, and I‟m pleased to say there 

are signs of quiet progress there too – in part thanks to my EU Facilitator, Greek Ambassador 

Dimitris Moschopoulos who has been very active in this field. The Enthronement of the new 

Serbian Orthodox Church patriarch, with security provided by the Kosovo police in co-ordination 

with EULEX, did set a positive tone. Transfer of some of these wonderful historic religious sites 

from KFOR protection to the Kosovo Police is proceeding steadily and successfully. When I was 

in Prizren with Miss Lunacek we heard encouraging news about forthcoming Serb returns to the 

town centre, and the revitalisation of the Orthodox religious community with return of the 

diocese there and a new possible influx of monks.  

“The EU has a crucial role to play. EU values and expectations should be a lever on both 

Belgrade and Pristina. Basic European norms of democracy, security and economic opportunity 

are not functional in this small area of northern Kosovo, and it is the EU rule of law mission, 

EULEX, that is starting to turn this around. Further I should emphasise, based on our 

conversations with local people, that even those who remain uncertain about Kosovo 

independence are nevertheless 100% certain that they want basic security for themselves and 

their families. The EU-facilitated dialogue can help the process of normalisation and help 

progress in northern Kosovo. 

“Mr Chairman, It was very wisely said that the dialogue process is about both Serbia and 

Kosovo moving towards the EU. We need to see both making comparable steps, even if they 

are at different stages of their journey. But there are no free lunches and no easy steps on that 

journey. The Commission‟s recent Progress Report on Kosovo was a balanced and realistic 

assessment. There has been important progress – in decentralisation, in the respect for minority 

rights and policing, for example. But there are significant areas that need real work – including 

the fight against corruption, the strengthening the judiciary, and ensuring freedom of the press.  



“Pristina is also going through an important learning process with the visa liberalisation issue. A 

visa liberalisation dialogue is not something you get for good behaviour. There are very specific 

technical requirements. Kosovo is now starting to understand that the EU is a community of 

member states with very real practical concerns. But on this issue there was initially an 

expression of real surprise and disappointment from Pristina. They furthermore believe that the 

international community should have shifted more following the ICJ opinion that the 

independence declaration was not against or in violation international law. Kosovars believe that 

their tolerance of continued hurdles to full acknowledgement of their statehood deserves 

practical rewards. They believe that they are being held to different standards compared to their 

neighbours. In recent poll, the number of Kosovars who believe EU will welcome them had 

dropped 10% - from 75% to 65%. 

“We all know, I think, the danger of leaving too much space for nationalism and scepticism. We 

can‟t allow feeling of isolation, stagnation. But we‟ve all seen elsewhere in Balkans that when 

the EU is clear, and its incentives are clear, and public understanding is clear, we get progress. 

“If we believe that it is in our interests – as member states and as a the European Union – to 

see stability and progress in Kosovo then I believe it‟s in our interest to remain positive as well 

as pragmatic. I hope that, without compromising our wider principles, we will continue to look for 

opportunities to bring Kosovo more closely into regional and European frameworks. Trade is an 

example of an issue where development is good for everybody  – for Kosovo, for the region, for 

our desire to shift from aid towards investment – and I hope we can do more to end the 

blockages to Kosovo‟s ability to export. 

“We in the European family must maintain coherence and consistency of our messages. We 

must be clear in our criticisms of a country like Kosovo. But we must be also clear in our 

promises, because Kosovo‟s two million citizens are paying close attention and take our 

promises as well as our criticisms seriously.  

“Mr Chairman, Kosovo is no longer a security issue, but a development issue – of governance, 

economy and society. It will be coming out of elections looking for economic progress and 

European progress – I suggest we need to be ready to capitalise on that. It is in the interest of 

both Kosovo and EU that the EU is Kosovo‟s main partner going forward. I remain firmly 

convinced that Kosovo can and will be a success for the European Union.  



“Let me thank you for having me here today, it has been a great honour and let me thank you 

one again. For now, I am very much looking forward to your observations.”  

End 


