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What could you say on the overall progress of process. You need to adopt and follow a This is our priority, we want to see things put 

Kosovo in the last year? complex set of rules. You need to understand right. We engage in dialogue with the authorities, 

and comply with them. Just to give you an we monitor the reform progress and we report 
Before I get into that, let me stress that the 

example – there are more than 100.000 pages on it. In October, we will issue our annual 
progress Kosovo makes along its European 

of these rules which we call acquis enlargement package for Kosovo.
perspective, both in building institutions and 

communautaire. This is a tall order for any 
approving legal acts, is first and foremost a This year it will also include a special study on 

administration, I am certain that all the 
positive thing for its citizens. This coincides with Kosovo. The study will identify ways and means 

governments in Central and Eastern Europe 
the political criteria of the EU, but the primary to further Kosovo's political and socio-economic 

that had to go through this in the 1990s will 
reason why Kosovo should undertake reforms is development within the framework of its 

confirm what I say.
to improve the daily life of all people living here. European perspective. The purpose is to define 

That is really the most tangible benefit. There are various open questions arising the most effective synergies between the efforts 

from the fact that five EU member states that Kosovo does and the instruments the 
Kosovo has made important and far-reaching 

haven't recognised Kosovo. What is the Commission has at its disposal. We expect the 
efforts. But I also have to stress that this is not 

Commission doing in this regard to help study will strengthen the impetus to move 
only a 'box ticking exercise'. For every law that is 

Kosovo? forward and deliver on Kosovo's reform 
adopted, and I congratulate the authorities for 

commitments. This is our primary concern, this 
The Commission is first and foremost involved successfully undertaking a substantial legislative 

is within our area of competence and this is 
with Kosovo's reform process.programme, we need to see the mechanism and 

where we focus most our efforts. 
This is our priority, we want to see things put tools in place for its effective implementation. 
right. We engage in dialogue with the The adoption of the law is only the start of the Would you like to take this opportunity to pass 
authorities, we monitor the reform progress process, not the end. a message to the people of Kosovo?
and we report on it. In October, we will issue 

That stability has prevailed, stability and security, The most common question that my colleagues our annual enlargement package for Kosovo. 
is already an important achievement. There are and I are asked is when could Kosovo enter the This year it will also include a special study on 
also improvements in the capacity of the EU. The answer is always the same. It is not up Kosovo. The study will identify ways and 
administration, of the assembly; reinforcement of to the European Commission, it is up to Kosovo means to further Kosovo's political and socio-
their power to undertake responsibilities. Fully when it will be ready. It is a question of economic development within the framework 
complying with the political and economic demonstrating political will, setting the correct of its European perspective. The purpose is to 
criteria is still far ahead, but I am confident that goals and pursuing them with determination and define the most effective synergies between 
the reform process will keep progressing. energy. It is hard work and the European the efforts that Kosovo does and the 

Commission is here to offer support and give instruments the Commission has at its 
The Commission has already indicated that 

advice. We work for the benefit of all Western disposal. We expect the study will strengthen 
corruption is a major issue and we underline the 

Balkans, including Kosovo. Hence my message: the impetus to move forward and deliver on 
need for judiciary reform. These are key 

to urge all people of Kosovo to summon enough Kosovo's reform commitments. This is our 
elements of the reform process. 

energy and strength and follow the path you primary concern, this is within our area of 
choose. Remember that you are doing this effort competence and this is where we focus most No one has promised an easy ride. Quite to the 
for your own benefit.our efforts.contrary –EU approximation is a difficult 
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The Kosovo Stabilisation and Association the Kosovo government and the European of the study which will assess where Kosovo 

Process Tracking Mechanism (STM) Commission, which would eventually help needs to make further progress to 

meetings continued in June, focusing on the process of European integration also implement its European agenda and how the 

progress in the implementation of Kosovo's move in faster direction, also contributing on EU can help it in this effort.   

European agenda and on the priorities for the overall quality of the Feasibility study, due Mirel acknowledged the progress made in 

the immediate future. in October.  legislation, but pointed out to further work to 

be done in implementation.  “Kosovo should 

demonstrate that it is delivering on reform in The 16th plenary meeting was opened by Both sides reviewed progress since 

tackling key areas such as judicial reform, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Pierre December on key areas of reform and the 

corruption and public administration reform" Mirel, Director for the Western Balkans at Kosovo authorities agreed on a number of 

he added. the Enlargement Directorate-General of the follow-up actions. Particular emphasis was 

European Commission together with EUSR placed on the rule of law, fight against 

Pieter Feith and Czech Ambassador Janina corruption, public administration reform and The STM is the framework under which the 

Høebícková on behalf of the EU Presidency. regional cooperation. European Commission and the Kosovo 

The discussions will feed directly into the administration regularly discuss technical 

European Commission's Progress Report and policy issues in relation to the European Pierre Mirel reiterated the European 

and the Kosovo Study, due in October.   agenda. You can find more information and Commission's support to Kosovo. 

Prime Minister Thaçi considers that there all conclusions of the plenary STM meetings  He presented an update on the preparations 
has been intensification of dialogue between on the EC Liaison Office website.

European Commission and Kosovo government agree on priority reforms for European agenda 
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Helping Kosovo: a duty 
and a commitment

treated its citizens. I realised how assessment of the current situation; is 

important it is to respect human rights, Europe ready for new member states?

religious beliefs and the culture of different 
It is true that the EU is facing important Pierre Mirel, Director in the European communities. I drew the lesson that the 
challenges. One of them, which we share Commission Directorate-General for rule of law and good governance are key 
with all the Western Balkans, is the impact Enlargement, visited Kosovo in June. He principles for any democratic society. 
of the economic crisis. Still, my experience co-chaired the plenary meeting of the 
suggests that enlargement is always a This is the message that I am now Stabilisation and Association Process 
complex process.  In the early 1990s for delivering in each and every of my Tracking Mechanism. Despite his heavy 
example, it took several years for the meetings across the Western Balkans.agenda and numerous high level meetings 
Council to ask the Commission to prepare with the Kosovo authorities, Pierre Mirel 

Your career with the European 
an opinion on the merits of incoming found some time to discover the beauty of 

Commission lasts close to 30 years. 
applications. Kosovo. This interview was held in Prizren 

Currently you are the Director for 
where we joined him for a sightseeing tour.

Western Balkans' potential candidates. Five years after the latest enlargement the 

What are your benefits are clear and tangible. Peace and 

responsibilities? stability is now the norm. There are 

obvious economic benefits as well. It is 
I am in charge of 

true that the crisis has an impact, but it has 
those parts of the 

also brought home the conclusion that 
Western Balkans 

addressing it together is more effective 
which are not yet 

than addressing it on one's own.
formal candidates 

to the EU, namely You are quite right: Europe has to solve 

Albania, Bosnia some internal issues in order to move 

and Herzegovina, ahead. But there is also the shadow of 

Montenegro, doubt in the face of numerous problems in 

Serbia as well as the Western Balkans. The slow speed of 

Kosovo. key reforms to translate into concrete 

action the political commitment to EU 
My responsibilities 

integration, the need to fight with 
include the 

determination corruption and organised You have been working for the European 
structured dialogue that the European 

crime, the increasing number of bilateral Commission for quite some years. But 
Commission holds on a regular basis to 

issues that hamper regional cooperation you started in Egypt and then in Asia. 
discuss progress and challenges along the 

are all issues of concern.   How do you remember your early 
Copenhagen criteria, advice and support to 

working life?
the reform process on EU-related issues Let us not hide behind the challenges faced 

and also the programming of our in the EU today. They should not be a I have very fond memories of my time in 

assistance programme – IPA – and the pretext for delaying reforms. Sometimes I Egypt. While serving my home country, 

monitoring of its implementation by our have the feeling that they are often used as France, in Cairo, I had the opportunity to 

Commission offices throughout the region. an excuse for not undertaking key reforms. teach at the University as well. It is a great 

Experience with past enlargements feeling when you have the opportunity to 
Five years have passed since the latest 

indicates that when a country fulfils each pass your knowledge and experience to 
enlargement and there is a certain 

step on the EU path, the EU does deliver on others, particularly to the young 
enlargement fatigue within the EU. With 

its commitment. The EU commitment is generations. 
the European Parliament elections, the 

very clear: all the Western Balkans have an 
Lisbon Treaty ratification and the world I have however mixed memories of my European perspective.
economic crisis, 2009 is quite an second post, in Saïgon, then in South 

interesting year. What is your Vietnam. I witnessed how the new regime 

Helping Kosovo: a duty 
and a commitment

continues in back cover page>>
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they cycled to the beautiful city Vidin, directly-elected body of the European 

where they celebrated with the local Union. The 785 Members of the European 

population in a special event. The group Parliament represent citizens and are 

passed the impressive Iron Gate which elected once every five years by voters 

connects Romania and Serbia, before across the 27 Member States of the 

finally heading to Belgrade. European Union on behalf of its 492 

For more information visit million citizens. 

http://danubebybike.eu/.
For full election results, visit the official 

web site at http://www.elections2009-Christian and European 
results.eu/en/index_en.htm

Democrats win majority 

votes in the 2009 EP 

Around 400 cycling enthusiasts from all elections 
over Europe (EU member states, the 

If you are interested in the latest cultural 
Western Balkans and Turkey) came According to the preliminary results of the developments in Southeast Europe, you 
together in Budapest and Bucharest to 2009 European Parliament elections which can visit the recently launched SEE: 
start the first European bike tour along the ended on 7 June, the Group of the People and Culture portal at 
river Danube, a cycling event that lasted European People's Party (Christian www.southeast-europe.eu developed by 
from 23 to 27 June 2009. Democrats) and 

European Democrats 
The Tour is an initiative of European 

(EPP-ED) won close to 
Commission, Directorate-General for 

36 percent of votes from 
Enlargement who is also the main 

the total of 736 seats.  
sponsor, in cooperation with the European 

They are followed by the 
Cyclists Federation. The practical 

Socialist Group in the 
organisation was entrusted to Media 

European Parliament 
Consulta.

(PES) who won close to 

22 percent of votes, and Participation in the Tour and 

the Group of the Alliance accommodation during the Tour was free. 

of Liberals and The Tour followed the European Danube 

Democrats for Europe Cycling track leading participants through 

(ALDE) with close to 11 five countries including Hungary, Croatia, 

Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania. the European Commission's Directorate 
The participants in Route 1 began in 

General for Enlargement.
Budapest, Hungary following the famous 

Danube-Drava National Park. After The website provides information about 

crossing the border to Croatia, riders cultural activities in Southeast Europe. 

made their way to Osijek and the Kopacki Writers and journalists from Croatia, the 

rit nature park before being given the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

opportunity to join an entertaining event in Turkey, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Vukovar. The Tour passed Novi Sad and Montenegro, Serbia, and Kosovo regularly 

then made its final journey to Belgrade, contribute articles on the vibrant art and 

Serbia. percent of votes.  The turnout in the 2009 sports scene of the region. The articles 

EP elections was around 43 percent, cover art, dance and theatre, film, 
Route 2 traveled from Bucharest via 

lower than in previous elections.  gastronomy, literature, music and sports, 
Bechet to Orjahovo, crossing the 

and are supported by videos and an 
Romanian-Bulgarian border. In Bulgaria, The European Parliament is the only 

events calendar.
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“Discover Europe in Motion”:
  Start of the Danube by 
  Bike Tour 2009

Portal on South East Europe 
people and culture launched
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Children were also in the focus of Europe 

Day activities. Khaldoun Sinno, head of the 

political, economic and EU integration 

sector at the EC Liaison Office visited SOS Europe Day was marked by activities in the 
Kinderdorf and handed a symbolic area of education, sports, design, 
contribution of milk and school materials to photography, children activities and 
the sheltered children there. The European entertainment. 2009 being the European 
Commission stresses the need for social year of creativity and innovation, the 
protection of vulnerable groups, especially common thread of Europe Day activities 

 was the promotion of creativity and 
In March 2009, the EC Liaison Office 

innovation focusing on youth, as well as 
launched two Europe Day competitions 

promotion of social inclusion and outdoor 
under the slogan 'Imagine. Create. 

activities. 
Innovate': a competition for the logo that Europe Day is celebrated to mark the 
would represent the visual identity of the foundation of the today's EU, 
future EU Information Centre in Pristina, commemorating the declaration of the 
and for the best photos representing French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman 
Kosovo's aspiration and efforts towards EU read on 9 May 1950.
integration. The winners of the photo and 

logo competitions children, as well as the importance of  were announced during 

the Europe Day reception with local and promoting children rights. These issues are 

international dignitaries hosted by the Head also part of the regular dialogue between 

of Office, Renzo Daviddi. the European Commission and the Kosovo 

authorities. The EC Liaison Office has 

therefore included support to SOS 

Kinderdorf in Pristina among one of the 

activities dedicated to mark the Europe Day 

The Europe Day activities were launched 

with the cycling tour in Prizren on 3 May, 

promoting cycling as an alternative mode 

of transport and supporting the 

preservation of cultural heritage.  
The winners of the photo competition are: The event was a follow-up to the 2008 
first prize Magbule Xhemajli, second prize cycling tour in Peja/Pec, and it was 
Rudina Xhaferi and third prize, Berat organised with the support of UN Habitat, 
Hasani, whereas the winner of the logo Cycling Federation of Kosovo, Youth Centre In addition, children in Pristina had the 
competition is Ardian Hasanaj.  “Fisnikët”, and the Prizren Municipality. opportunity to watch jugglers, acrobats, 

More than seventy participants from clowns, and fire performers in a Europe 

Prizren, Gjakova/Djakovica, Dragas and Day street performance in Mother Theresa 

Pristina took part in the one hour long tour square on 9 May.
 along the cultural heritage sites of Prizren. 
Renzo Daviddi and other EC Liaison Office 

The EC Liaison Office also supported the officials visited projects supported by the 

Pristina Half Marathon, an international office. Head of Office visited two EU-

sports events with a wide participation funded projects empowering the Roma, 

held annually in Kosovo, organised for the Ashkaeli and Egyptian (RAE) communities 

first time on Europe Day.

First Prize Photo Competition Winner (Magbule Xhemajli)

Logo Competition Winner (Ardian Hasanaj)
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EC Liaison Office activities

.

Europe Day 2009 activities 
held throughout Kosovo 
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their knowledge in European legislation and Zagreb and working in the Civil Aviation European Commission Liaison Office said at 

EU affairs, and who upon their return, Authority in Kosovo, he will now be pursuing the opening: “ We have worked in the most 

would contribute to the development of his masters degree in the Institut Supérieur marginalized municipalities of Kosovo 

Kosovo,” said Kjartan Björnsson, Head of de l’Aéronautique et de l’espace’ (ISAE) in lifting-up the entrepreneurial spirit that 

Operations at the EC Liaison Office. Toulouse, France, studying aviation safety people in Kosovo already have, we 

and aircraft airworthiness. encouraged and fostered community 
The 2009 Young Cell Scheme scholarship   cooperation and business development, and 
recipients will be trained in topics such as “We don’t have enough aviation experts in 

improved the marketability of goods in your 
agriculture, environment, statistics, energy Kosovo. Finishing my studies will enable me 

respective municipalities.”
and corporate governance. and my organisation to implement the 

European airworthiness standards in The PAMM project of €3.2 m, managed by 

Kosovo,” said Bekteshi. the European Commission Liaison Office 

and implemented by the International 

Organisation for Migration, was launched in 

December 2006 and provided financial and 

technical assistance by supporting the 

The smell of sausages and healing plants start-up of new and existing income 

brought visitors to the fair in Pristina where generation activities, through grant 

around 150 entrepreneurs promoted assistance and business development 

products supported by the EU-funded training.  
This scholarship scheme has been Poverty Alleviation in Marginalised 
successfully implemented since its The project has established around 90 and Municipalities (PAMM) project. 
establishment in 2004. Around 140 expanded 120 micro-enterprises through

students and civil servants have benefited 

from the programme.  In its effort to help 

the Kosovo administration come closer to 

European standards, the scholarship 

programme identifies postgraduate courses 

in line with the Government needs. After the 

completion of their post-graduate studies in 

various EU universities, students return to 

work in Kosovo’s public service bringing 

back their expertise.

Studying Aviation
 
Betim Bekteshi is one of the 2009 Young 

Cell scheme scholarship winners, and one 

of the few aviation professionals in Kosovo. 

After successfully studying civil aviation in 

The business fair aimed to enable the 
 grants of €5,000 – €8,000. It has created entrepreneurs to share their experiences, 
20 larger community development projects products, and services between them and 
and around 750 full-time and part-time the visitors, improve their marketing and 
employment opportunities. Out of the total generally support networking between 
number of 231 beneficiaries, 52 were entrepreneurs at local and regional markets
women and 24 from minority communities.Kjartan Björnsson, Head of Operations at the 
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EU supports entrepreneurs from 
marginalized municipalities
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information events for the €2.5 m EURED 

Grants Scheme on 13-15 May. Information 

events took place in Peja/Pec, Prizren, 

The M2 road in Kosovo, connecting Pristina, Gjilan/Gnjilane, and Mitrovica – 

Kosovo with FYROM, is one of the most the five economic regions to host the 

heavily frequented roads in Kosovo. Twelve regional development agencies.

bridges along the road have already been 
A significant number of interested 

repaired with EU funds. On 22 May, the 
applicants, including municipal authorities, 

reconstruction of the five remaining 
non-profit organisations and media 

bridges started with a bridge six kilometres 
participated in the information days.  

away from the city of Kaçanik.  
In the meetings, ECLO representatives 

explained the eligibility criteria 

and application procedures to 

the potential applicants of the 

grant scheme. The deadline As a follow-up to the EU’s €508 m pledge 

for submission of grant to Kosovo at the 2008 Donors' Conference, 

applications was 18 June the Head of EC Liaison Office Renzo 

2009.Daviddi and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi 

signed the second part of the 2008 The EU support to the Regional 
Instrument of Pre-Accession financial Economic Development 
assistance programme on 20 May 2009. process in Kosovo will 
 

continue through operational 
The €60 m programme includes the 

support to the five Regional 
construction of the Palace of Justice, 

Development Agencies, 
financing of an infrastructure project 

The €7 m project consists of detailed technical assistance, and the grant scheme 
facility, as well as the contribution to the 

design for reconstruction of the five for the implementation of regional 
sustainable development trust fund and 

bridges in accordance with the European strategies. 
debt management support, jointly 

    standards required for heavy traffic and 
managed with the World Bank. 

relevant military standards. The project 

also includes repairing of access roads to Renzo Daviddi said: “The European 
bridges. The project will last around 18 Commission remains committed to 

In its efforts to support the higher months. supporting the rule of law in Kosovo. The 
education in Kosovo, the EU is financing construction of the Palace of Justice will 

The EU has invested over €50 m in post-graduate studies for 44 students from significantly improve the working 
Kosovo’s road infrastructure, including Kosovo, who will study in selected EU conditions for the judges, prosecutors and 
roads, bridges, railways and air transport, universities through the Young Cell scheme other professionals involved in this sector. 
and over €6 m for capacity building for the scholarships. Scholarship recipients were It will also allow a much better access to 
Ministry of Transport and Communication. announced in a reception on 3 June, justice for all Kosovo citizens.”

organised by the EC Liaison Office and the 

The €60 m assistance programme realises Agency for Coordination of Development 

the Commission's medium term financial and European Integration (ACDEI) within 

objectives 2008-2010. The priority is given the Prime Minister's Office. 

to support for political and economic 
“The European Commission is committed criteria.
to continue its support for young  

The European Commission Liaison Office 
You will find detailed descriptions of all IPA professionals who pursue postgraduate 

and the Regional Economic Development 
projects on www.delprn.ec.europa.eu. studies in European universities to deepen 

(EURED) project leaders organised five 
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Twenty-five million Euros 
in EU funds for Kosovo 
Palace of Justice

EU reconstructs key 
bridges in Kosovo

Five Information Days on 
Regional Development 
Agencies held in Kosovo’s 
Economic Regions

Forty-four graduate students 
receive EU- funded scholarship

June 2009EC Liaison Office activities

in Gjakova/Djakovica municipality on elementary and secondary schools in 

Thursday, 7 May. NGO 'Fahri Vraniqi' and Pristina, Prizren, and Dragas. 

pottery business owner Luan Qukani 
The project was an initiative of the EUSR 

received invaluable support through the EU 
office, the Ministry of Education, Science 

funded projects. "The European 
and Technology and the Czech Presidency 

Commission takes great pride in 
in Kosovo. For more information visit: 

supporting the Roma, Ashkaeli and 
www.eusrinkosovo.eu/euday.

Egyptian community in Kosovo through 

projects implemented by the members of 

Kosovo. The EU i's receive free-of-charge this community. We are happy to see that 

documentation from the European the grants provided to businesses and civil 

Commission.society organisations have a big impact in 

the every day lives of the people," said 
EU i are located in higher education 

Daviddi. EC Liaison Office officials also 
institutions or research centres. The main 

visited Ekstraplast and Berto companies in 
tasks of the EU i are to help the host 

Zvecan and Mitrovica, supported by EU 
structure promote and consolidate 

funds.
teaching and research in the field of EU 

policies, make information on the EU and 

its policies available to the public, 

participate in the debate on the European 

Union, when appropriate with other 
The European Commission Liaison Office networks.
to Kosovo was one of the main sponsors 

of the seventh edition of North City Jazz 

and Blues Festival in June, an international 

festival traditionally held in Zvecan.  

The festival is one of the landmarks of 
FAIR (The Fund for Agro-Processing & 

cultural activities in Kosovo. This year it 
Industrial Revitalization) offers financial and 

took place from 5 to 7 June and it 
technical support to entrepreneurs who are 

welcomed eight internationally and 
selected through a competitive application 

regionally well known musicians. The 
process. New and expanding businesses 

festival also incorporated a workshop on 
can receive grants ranging from EUR 

guitar and piano playing, as well as the 
50,000 to EUR 200,000 for new 

retrospective exhibition of photographs of 
investments. FAIR provides 75% of the 

famous jazz and blues musicians who 
investment value and recipients have to From 14 May to 5 June, schoolchildren performed in previous editions of the Jazz 
secure the remaining 25%. In total, over across Kosovo had the chance to discuss festival.
EUR 2.4 million have been awarded to the opportunities and challenges for Kosovo 
17 beneficiaries and the total combined The European Commission attaches great on its way to the European Union during 
investment mobilised through the FAIR importance to culture and promotion of the “EU-Teach-a-day” project.
project will be over EUR 5.3 million. The   cultural activities, especially to those which 

EU diplomats together with representatives new business ventures are expected to bring communities together. In order to 
from EU presences visited elementary, create a total of 295 new jobs. reach more people of Kosovo, the EC 
secondary and higher education schools Liaison Office particularly encourages 

On 9 May, the first EU i (former European throughout Kosovo. Four EC Liaison Office cultural activities happening outside 
Documentation Centre) in Kosovo was representatives, including the Head of Pristina.
opened in the European Library situated Office Renzo Daviddi, lectured in 
at the National and University Library of 
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EU-teach-a-day: Pupils
learn about the EU

EU continues supporting North 
City Jazz and Blues Festival


