
The European Commission published the 2008 Progress Report 
for Kosovo on 5 November 2008. The EC adopted its annual 
strategy paper for the EU's enlargement policy, proposing to 
conduct a feasibility study to evaluate how Kosovo can best 
take advantage of regional and European integration. The 
Commission also proposed to intensify the regular policy and 
technical dialogue between Kosovo and the Commission. 

In its progress report for Kosovo, the Commission finds that 
some progress has been made mainly in the areas of stability, 
cooperation with the international community and EU presences 
and approximation with EU standards.  

The Progress Report for Kosovo finds that some progress has 
been made in approximating its legislation and policies with 
European standards notably in areas such as customs, 
agriculture and free movement of goods. However, little 
progress has been made on the effective implementation and 
enforcement of legislation. More efforts are needed in 
approximation and implementation of European standards, in 
particular in fighting organized crime, money laundering, drugs, 
taxation, energy and employment. Overall, the focus on status 
has significantly delayed sectoral reform efforts.

While Kosovo's European integration remains at an early stage, 
Kosovo shares the European perspective of the Western 

European Commission 
proposes feasibility study 

for Kosovo

European Commission Liaison Office to Kosovo        Newsletter No. 10, November 2008

European Commission Newsletter



closer to European standards, it has identified government, environment and energy in 
postgraduate courses that are in line with the selected universities in the UK, Germany, 
Government needs. A group of students will Denmark and Estonia. 
begin to study in October, and it is expected that 

This scholarship scheme has been successfully 
they will return to work for the public 

implemented for four years now and over 60 
administration of Kosovo upon the completion of 

students and civil servants have benefited from 
their studies, bringing back their expertise in 

it. A group of last year's Young Cell Scheme 
European integration.  

scholarship recipients will start working with the 
This year's Young Cell Scheme scholarship Agency of Coordination of Development and 
recipients will be trained in sector-specific topics European Integration in October 2008.  
ranging from agriculture to statistics, corporate 

Balkans; also as a basis for sustainable discussion with civil society representatives on 
development. In the autumn of 2009, the the findings of the report in Pristina. Renzo 
Commission will present a feasibility study, Daviddi, the Head of the EC Liaison Office and 
evaluating means to further Kosovo's political Khaldoun Sinno, Head of the Political, Economic 
and socio-economic development, and and European integration section gave a 
examining how Kosovo can best progress, as presentation on the key findings of the report 
part of the region, towards further integration for Kosovo.
with the region and the EU. 

The findings of the report have been widely 
The report was officially presented to Kosovo's discussed in the Kosovo media. On 2 December 
President, Prime Minister and to the Assembly the Kosovo government will propose to the 
Presidency.  Commission how to tackle the report's findings 

that the 15  STM meeting.
On 6 November, the European Commission 
Liaison Office to Kosovo held a presentation and 
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Olli Rehn visits Kosovo

Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn visited infrastructure in Kosovo, business development, 
Kosovo on 9 October. During his visit he met municipal infrastructure, as well as promoting 
President Fatmir Sejdiu, Prime Minister Hashim energy efficiency and the use of renewable 
Thaçi and EUSR Pieter Feith. energy. Certain projects will render support to 

the vital sectors of education, employment and 
The funds pledged in the Kosovo Donors' 

health. The projects have been prepared in 
Conference began mater ia l is ing with 

close cooperation with the authorities and 
Commissioner Rehn's visit. On this occasion, 

beneficiaries in Kosovo.
the European Commission and Kosovo signed a 
Financing Agreement worth € 122.7m under the The 2008 Annual Programme is part of the € 
Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) 2008 annual 508m pledge made by the European 
programme. Commission at the Donors' Conference for 

Kosovo in July 2008.
"I came to Pristina to show how much I 
care, how much the Commission cares 
about Kosovo's European future. I now 
count on the Kosovo authorities to provide 
for sound economic management, 
continuing fiscal discipline and effective 
donor coordinat ion to make th is  
commitment a real success," said 
Commissioner Rehn. 

The € 122.7m programme covers 20 
projects that address strengthening of the 
rule of law, the preservation of cultural 
heritage and the support to the media and 
civil society. Furthermore, they seek to 
improve the social and economic 

Field of Study: European Studies - Catholic University, Leuven, Belgium. 

Present Workplace: Director at the Department for Cooperation with the EU and NATO, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kosovo.

Benefits of the Scholarship: “What makes me proud after the completion of my studies 
is that I feel competent in the field I studied, and I feel prepared to discuss issues related to 
EU integration anywhere in Europe or in the region. We have to make Kosovo a good place 
to live in, and we have to help it come closer to Europe.” 

PAST RECEPIENTS

Emrush Ujkani

Field of Study: Business and EU Economic Policies - EHSAL University, Brussels, Belgium. 

Present Workplace: General Secretary, Kosovo Chamber of Commerce 

Benefits from the Scholarship: “Following my studies, I see Europe as something 
attainable, with the path towards the EU being quite clear, even though the EU functioning 
is complex. My studies have been very valuable for me, a thing which I was able to show in 
my work, and also through helping my colleagues." 

Berat Ukiqi

On 15 September, the head of the European Both buildings were badly damaged in March 
Commission Liaison Office, Renzo Daviddi, 2004 and required substantial reconstruction. 
handed over the keys to two Serbian Orthodox The project supports the Serbian Orthodox 
buildings in Prizren to the Serbian Orthodox Church as an important religious institution in 
Church. Kosovo and for the Kosovo Serb community in 
At the official ceremony, handing over the keys of Kosovo and in Prizren. Some € 1.5m was provided 
the buildings to Bishop Chrisostom of Bihac- for the repair and refurbishment of the two 
Petrovac and Father Milutin Timotijevic, rector of buildings. The reconstruction of buildings started 
the Serbian Orthodox Seminary, Renzo Daviddi in March 2007. 
stressed that "the reconstruction of the sites 
underlines the importance the European Union 
places on religious and cultural diversity. By 
handing over the keys today I hope to contribute 
to future returns to Prizren. Over generations, 
Prizren was a multicultural city; I also want to 
underline the importance of this heritage to all 
Prizrenis, regardless of their religion."

As part of its overall support to the reconstruction 
of religious heritage in Kosovo, the European 
Commission financed the restoration and 
refurbishment of two key Serbian Orthodox 
buildings in the vicinity of the Orthodox St 
Georges Church of Prizren – the Episcopal 
Residence and the Serbian Orthodox Seminary. 

In an attempt to provide an opportunity for 35 the Prime Minister's Office announced in 
Kosovo students to achieve their aim of finishing September this year's EU funded Young Cell 
their master's studies, the EU helped them Scheme scholarship recipients. 
financially to finish their education in European 

The EU-funded programme aims to contribute to 
universities with a high reputation.  The 

capacity building of Kosovo institutions, and  in 
European Commission Liaison Office together 

its effort to help the Kosovo administration come 
with the Agency for European Integration within 

EU funds fifth group of Young Cell Scheme 
scholarship recipients 

European Union supports Prizren's religious 
heritage
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The European Commission has built four new schools in 
Kosovo with EU funds in 2008. The new school buildings in 
Podujevë/Podujevo, Gjakova/Djakovica, Kamenica and 
Viti/Vitina will offer around 1900 pupils warmer, brighter 
and attractive classrooms and other facilities in line with 
European standards. Previously, pupils attended lessons in 
old and inadequate school premises.

“Education is crucial, everywhere in the world, but 
especially in Kosovo. Half of the population here is below 25 
years of age. This coming generation needs to be well 
educated, in order to have a perspective here. The 
European Commission has supported and will continue to 
support Kosovo in this endeavour,” said Head of the Kosovo 
Issues Unit at Directorate-General Enlargement, Genoveva 
Ruiz Calavera, at the school inaugurat ion in 
Podujevë/Podujevo.

The construction of four schools in Podujeve, Gjakova/ 
Djakovica, Kamenica and Viti/Vitina started in May 2008, 
and the total value of the project is over €1.5m. This 
project is managed by the European Commission Liaison 
Office and is part of a € 16m programme to support 
municipalities to improve provision of services. The 
European Commission has committed a further € 24m in 
the 2007 and 2008 programme to support Kosovo 
municipalities in meeting the European Partnership 
requirements. 

To date, the EC has supported the construction of ten 
schools with € 3.6m in various Kosovo municipalities, which 
provide teaching facilities for around 3,500 students. 

The EC also supports vocational education training and the 
higher education sector in Kosovo with programmes such as 
Tempus and Erasmus Mundus. In a related development, 
the Mitrovica Tempus Office started operations on 3 
November. It will support the University in Mitrovica in its 
access to the EU Tempus programme and other EU 
programmes of interest to higher education sector. 

2000 pupils in new schools 
thanks to the EU 
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