


EU, US and UNMIK sign Memorandum of 
Understanding to appoint judges and 

prosecutors in Kosovo 

The European Commission Liaison Office has started  
implementing projects under the 2007 programme of  
the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance. Potential  
candidates, including Kosovo, can benefit from the IPA  
component for transition assistance and institution  
building. 
The IPA 2007 for Kosovo amounts to €68.3 million and it  
will cover support for capacity building for Kosovo's  
institutions, strengthening the rule of law, return,  
reintegration and cultural heritage, building an enabling  
economic environment for all of Kosovo's communities,  
road infrastructure, support for local government,  
education, energy, food safety and veterinary services &  
public procurement. These projects will begin to be  
implemented in 2008. 
The ECLO and the Kosovo Government have also  
identified preliminary IPA 2008 priority areas. The 2008  
pre-accession assistance available for Kosovo is around  
€125 million and it will cover 15 areas, including  
economic development, education, environment, rule of  
law, civil society, cultural heritage, energy, public finance,  
public administration reform and health.  
These projects will need to be approved by EU member  
states and the European Commission, and then be  
implemented in 2009. 
The total IPA allocation for Kosovo in the period  
2007-2010 is €326.4 million.  IPA projects will be  
implemented by the ECLO in cooperation with and  
co-financing by the Kosovo Government. 

Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance 
(IPA) implementation begins The European Commission, the United States  

and UNMIK have launched a Kosovo-wide  
review to vet and select judges and  
prosecutors.  A memorandum of  
Understanding was signed on 25 February  
2008 by Joachim Rücker, the Special  
Representative of the Secretary-General,  
Renzo Daviddi, the Head of the European  
Commission Liaison Office, and Tina Kaidanow,  
Chief of Mission, the US Office Pristina, to  
launch the process. The signing was witnessed  
by Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuqi and  
the President of the Kosovo Judicial Council,  
Rexhep Haxhimusa.  

The overall objective of the project is to  
contribute to the establishment of an  
independent and professional judiciary and  
prosecution service in Kosovo. The project  
envisages the establishment of an independent  
judicial and prosecutorial commission within  
the Kosovo Judicial Council in order to select  
judges and prosecutors of the highest  
professional and moral standards. To that end,  
the project will implement a thorough vetting  
process to select candidates for appointment  
as judges and prosecutors, based on merit,  
professional qualifications and experience, as  

well as professional and personal integrity. On  
this occasion, head of the European  
Commission Liaison Office, Renzo Daviddi, said  
"The European Union is committed to  
strengthening the rule of law. This project is a  
significant step to select candidates of the  
highest professional and moral standards for  
Kosovo's judiciary." 

The MoU is the basis for the judicial and  
prosecutorial appointment project, jointly  
financed by the European Commission with €5  
million and the US State Department with $1  
million. The project will be implemented by the  
United Nations Office for Project Services  
(UNOPS) and will last from 12 up to 18  
months. 


