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OOn 22 June in Pristina a confer-
ence was held on ‘the role of 
EU regional and local authori-

ties in the process of democratic consoli-
dation in the Western Balkans’. This con-
ference was organised by the Committee 
of the Regions, in partnership with the 
European Commission, the Council of 
Europe and the Stability Pact for South-
eastern Europe. 

The event was significant as it for the first time 
gathered representatives from the Western 
Balkans region and from the EU together in 
Pristina. This conference also discussed the 
democratisation process in the region, the 
benefits of decentralisation, of interregional 
and trans-frontier cooperation, and of the 
political dialogue between the communities. 
Furthermore, the European perspective of 
the Balkans was featured throughout the 
debate. The conference was broken down 
in to two working sessions: The evolution 
of local democracy and devolution in the 

Western Balkans region and the protec-
tion of communities in the Western Balkans 
region. The event was attended by the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Bajram Kosumi, Mr. Fabrizio 
Barbaso, Director General - Directorate for 
Enlargement, Head of EAR Mr. Richard Zink 
and Mr. Joachim Ruecker, Head of UNMIK 
Pillar IV.

During his speech Mr Barbaso, Director 
General, European Commission stressed 
that ‘The Commission and the Committee 
of the Regions, with the support of the 
European Agency for Reconstruction {…}, 
join efforts to help you in your progress 
towards Europe. However, do not take 
anything for granted, as the latest refer-
endums on the European Constitution 
have shown {…}. This means that you 
will need to deploy all possible efforts 
to become modern and well functioning 
societies which respect rule of law, live in 
peace and demonstrate their capacity to 
cooperate with their neighbours.’
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The TAIEX Annual meeting of the 
National Contact Points took place 
in Brussels on the 1st of July. 
TAIEX provides centrally man-
aged short term technical assis-
tance in the field of approxima-
tion, implementation and enforce-
ment of the acquis communau-
taire in the legislation of the ben-
eficiary countries (new Member 
States, Candidate Countries, and 
Western Balkans). 

TAIEX mandate consists in meet-
ing the demand driven requests 
for assistance from the beneficia-
ry administrations including cen-
tral governments, parliaments, 
regional and local authorities, 
private sector associations and 
social partners. TAIEX assistance 
is provided through seminars and 
workshops, study visits and expert 
visits, peer based assessments 
or advisory visits. Since 2004 the 
TAIEX assistance is extended to 
the Western Balkans, including 
Kosovo.

TAIEX represents a major assis-
tance instrument to the benefi-
ciaries and in particular to the 
Kosovo institutions in the process 
of drafting and implementing rel-
evant legislation that comply with 
the acquis communautaire.

The TAIEX services by sector of 
activities (Internal Market, Justice 
and Home Affairs, Infrastructure) 
and operation modalities were 
presented to the National Contact 
Points at the meeting of the 1st

of July. Mr. Fabrizio Barbaso, 
Director General - Directorate for 
Enlargement, opened the work-
shop and welcomed the partici-
pants whereas Mr. Jung – Olsen, 
Head of Unit DG Enlargement 
(Institution Building Unit) – pre-
sented an overview of the TAIEX 
activities and future develop-
ments.

Kosovo officials have participat-
ed in a number of TAIEX orga-
nized events but there was no 
actual demand driven request of 
assistance initiated by the ben-
eficiary institutions. An informa-
tion campaign in order to sensi-
tise the Kosovo government on 
the opportunities be provided by 
TAIEX has been recently initi-
ated by the EC Liaison Office in 
co-ordination with the European 
Integration Offices. 

Further information on TAIEX and 
Application Forms are available 
on the following website:

http://taiex.cec.eu.int/

Web chat 
with Olli 
Rehn
Mr. Olli Rehn, member of the 
European Commission, responsi-
ble for enlargement invited young 
people from the Western Balkan 
countries and anyone else inter-
ested in the European perspec-
tive of the region to a web chat 
on 13 July 2005. To promote this 
event, on 13 July the EC Liaison 
Office in Pristina organised a 
public event in co-operation with 
Pristina University.

This public event was hosted 
by Pristina University which pro-
vided a computer room with PCs 
and Internet connection for the 
web chat. The EC Liaison office 
provided snacks and refresh-
ments. The event was attended 
by the Head of the Liaison Office. 
The participants were mainly stu-
dents (about 15) of the Pristina 
Summer University. 

Technical Assistance 
Information
Exchange
Instrument (TAIEX)

Commissioner Rhen during the web chat

broshura anglisht nr 2.indd 2broshura anglisht nr 2.indd   2 9/23/2005 2:33:22 PM9/23/2005   2:33:22 PM



3

DG Employment, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities and the 
TAIEX office of the European 
Commission are organising a 
conference on Strengthening 
Social Dialogue in the Western 
Balkan Countries, which will take 
place in Skopje (former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia) on 6 and 
7 October 2005. The conference 
will bring together social partners 
from the Western Balkan coun-
tries, as well as representatives 
of the European social partners, 
and independent experts. The 
participation of Commissioner 
Špidla, Director General Quintin 
as well as Labour and Social 
Affairs Ministers from concerned 
countries is foreseen; however, 
social partners from the Balkan 
countries will play a key role 
in presentations, panels and 
debates.

The aim of the conference is to 
promote social dialogue in the 

Balkan countries and to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of social dialogue structures to 
improving the functioning of dem-
ocratic mechanisms, to achiev-
ing successful economic reforms 
and to promoting social cohesion. 
The conference will address the 
spread of good practices of social 
dialogue, encourage the creation 
of social dialogue networks at 
national level, and increase coop-
eration among the national and 
European social partner organ-
isations. The first day will be 
devoted to introductory presenta-
tions on the importance of social 
dialogue and the European social 
dialogue at the cross-industry 
level, whereas the second day 
will focus on the European social 
dialogue at the company and 
sectoral level, international and 
EU support to social dialogue in 
the Western Balkan countries, 
and a discussion on country-spe-
cific examples.

IOM – 
Migrant
Service
Centre in 
Kosovo
IOM presented the “The 
Migrant Service Centre” to 
the international community 
in Kosovo in July 2005. With 
funding from the European 
Union, the Migrant Service 
Centre prevents irregular 
migration by providing infor-
mation on legal opportunities 
to migrate and to return from 
the EU. The Kosovo MSC is 
part of a regional network of 
MSCs in Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, FYR 
of Macedonia, Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

In particular, the Migrant 
Service Center assist migrants 
obtain information on visiting, 
studying and working in the 
EU, return and reintegration 
opportunities in Kosovo and 
other SEE Countries. MSC 
may assist Kosovo citizens 
with the completion of visa 
applications, including trans-
lation, document verifica-
tion and referrals to relevant 
authorities.

The MSC also collect data on 
actual and potential migrants 
through anonymous and vol-
untary questionnaires.

All information provided at the 
MSC is free of charge and up 
to date.

MSC can be contacted at 
the following email address: 
MSC@iom.ipko.org

Commission Conference 
on Strengthening Social 
Dialogue in the Western 
Balkan Countries, in Skopje 
on 6 and 7 October 2005

EC and the Global Fund
The Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFATM) has signed 
a new grant in Kosovo. The grant will finance a programme against 
tuberculosis. The EC has pledged EUR460 million to the Fund since 
2001 and it is the second largest contributor to the Fund after the 
United States.
More information about the GFATM Programme can be found through 
the following website:
http://www.theglobalfund.org
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Pillar IV has put the priva-
tization process back on 
track. In two KTA Board 

meetings in July, the Board 
approved the launch of the 7th 
and 8th wave of privatization. 
The KTA board also declared 
the consortium controlled by 
Alferon as provisional winning 
bidder of one of Kosovo’s most 
significant mining companies 
“Ferronikel”. Alferon was only the 
second highest bidder. The first 
one was disqualified after a sub-
stantial change in its consortium. 
Some protests followed the deci-
sion. Pillar IV Head Mr. Joachim 
Ruecker therefore continuously 
explained the necessity of the 
decision as well as its advan-
tages for the economic devel-
opment of Kosovo. On 8th July 
the Independent Commission 
for Mines and Minerals (ICMM) 

through DSRSG Joachim 
Ruecker and Minister for Energy 
and Mining, Mr. Ethem Ceku, 
handed over the first major 
licenses for mining companies. 
Both officials described the event 
as a start to revitalize the sec-
tor. Another important event was 
the Incorporation of the Publicly 
Owned Enterprises (POEs) ‘Post 
and Telecommunications of 
Kosovo’ (PTK) and Pristina Airport 
into Joint Stock Companies. 
DSRSG Joachim Ruecker called 
the process “a historical event for 
the Publicly Owned Enterprises 
in Kosovo”. The new clear legal 
status and transparent structure 
of the enterprises make them 
more efficient and attractive to 
commercial lenders. On 3rd 
August UNMIK started to provi-
sionally implement the Interim 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

with FYR Macedonia that 
was successfully brought 
to a conclusion in June 
by a joint UNMIK Pillar 
IV/PISG delegation on 
one side, and a delega-
tion led by the Deputy 
Prime Minister of the 
FYR Macedonia on the 
other On 22nd August the 
Trepca Mine in Stanterg 
started production again 
with an initial test run of 
3 months.
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Contact

The European Commission Liaison 
Office in Pristina
Kosova Street 1, 10000 Pristina, 
Kosovo

Tel.: +381-38-51 31 323, 
Fax: +381-38-51 31 305

E-mail:
ec-liaison-office-kosovo@cec.eu.int
The European Union home page: 
www.europa.eu.int

The EU’s actions in Kosovo home 
page:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_
relations/see/fry/kosovo/

The European Agency for 
Reconstruction
Kosova Street 1, 10000 Pristina, 
Kosovo
Tel: +381 38 51 31 277
http://www.ear.eu.int

Pillar IV in UNMIK
Government Building 
Tel: +381 38 504 604 ext 5498
http://www.euinkosovo.org

UNMIK
Pillar IV

On July 1, the United Kingdom 
took over the Presidency from 
Luxembourg. UK will hold the 
Presidency until December 2005. 
Priorities of the UK Presidency will 
be economic reform and social jus-
tice, security and stability, as well as 
Europe’s role in the world. 
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The president of the Supervisory Board 
of the Legal Aid Project, Ramë Gashi, 
speaks about the significance it has for 
people of Kosovo, and its legal system. 
What is the importance of this project 
for the legal system of Kosovo?
This project started four years ago when 
there was no functioning legal system 
in the immediate aftermath of the 1998-
1999 conflict.  In 2001, OSCE and the 
Council of Europe proposed a project in 
support of Kosovo’s legal system and the 
European Union decided to fund it. The 
main purpose of the project, managed by 
the European Agency for Reconstruction, 
was to provide free legal aid to persons in 
need, irrespective of their ethnicity, religion 
or gender. 
The long-term aim of the project was to 
strengthen the rule of law in Kosovo, by 
encouraging a culture of using the law to 
resolve disputes. 
Kosovo Chamber of Advocates imple-
mented the Legal Aid project.  Can you 
say how it was implemented and who 
benefited from it?
The Kosovo Chamber of Advocates 
involved in the project local legal NGOs 
such as the Council for Protection of Human 
Rights and Freedoms, KODi, NORMA, 

Women Association in Gjakovë/Djakovica. 
Legal aid desks were established in 31 
municipalities throughout Kosovo and over 
31 000 vulnerable benefited from free 
legal aid.  Some legal aid desks operated 
in the municipalities were members of 
ethnic minorities account for a majority of 
the population.  This encouraged ethnic 
minority members to use local institutions 
in addressing their legal problems. The 
legal aid desks served as a first contact 
for beneficiaries, who presented their legal 
problems and asked for information and 
advice in drafting petitions, submissions 
and appeals. 
Lawyers from the seven centres of the 
Kosovo Chamber of Advocates were 
assigned to cases of persons in need 
legal representation in court.  The project 
involved defense lawyers and other legal 
professionals from different ethnic com-
munities.  In all, 209 lawyers provided legal 
aid services within the legal aid project 
and the participation of legal profession-
als experienced in women-specific legal 
issues encouraged women to seek their 
rights.
The Legal Aid project has been complet-
ed successfully.  What comes next? 
During the four years that have passed 

since the beginning of the programme, we 
have created an awareness that legal aid 
is a fundamental right for everyone, and 
the time has come that these functions be 
performed by an established institution in 
Kosovo.
The European Agency for Reconstruction, 
through its partner, the ICON Institute, is 
providing support to the Ministry of Public 
Services and the Pillar I of UNMIK to cre-
ate the necessary institutional foundations 
for a comprehensive legal aid system, cov-
ering both civil and criminal cases.

The European Agency for Reconstruction
Kosovo, September 2005

Interview

EU’s legal aid project strengthens 
rule of law in Kosovo

Ramë Gashi

Start of operations as European Agency for Reconstruction: April 2000

At 12/09/2005 Budget
1998

Budget
1999

Budget
2000

Budget
2001

Budget
2002

Budget
2003

Budget
2004

Budget
2005

Size (€ millions) 7 116 432 145 167 62 73 51

Committed 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Contracted 100% 100% 100% 100% 98% 69% 53% 7%

Paid 100% 99% 99% 95% 92% 49% 28% 0%

Key sectors: energy, good governance & civil society, enterprise development, agriculture, water                    
& environment, transport, housing, health.

Information Offi cer: 
Nurten Demiri; 
email: nurten.demiri@ear.eu.int
European Agency for Reconstruction, 
P.O. Box 200 Pristina, Kosovo
Tel. +381 38 51 31 277; Fax. +381 38 249 963 
http://www.ear.eu.int info@ear.eu.int
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The EU funded strategy paper 
says a concerted effort is needed 
to develop Kosovo’s private sec-
tor and make it more attractive 
to foreign investors. It cites high 
unemployment rate, low produc-
tivity, inadequate skills, difficulties 
in obtaining funds for investment, 
and poor innovation as the big-
gest economic obstacles that 
hamper Kosovo’s economy.
The strategy paper was out-
lined on Tuesday (September 
13th) during a conference with 
Kosovo’s Ministry of Trade and 
Industry.  “It is important to con-
tinue to strengthen the efforts 
to develop a sustainable private 
sector in Kosovo, as this is the 
engine of economic growth,” said 
Odran Hayes the head of opera-
tions at the European Agency 
for Reconstruction (EAR) which 
manages the bulk of European 
Commission funds in Kosovo. 
The World Bank’s representa-
tive, Vito Intini, expressed the 
Bank’s readiness to help in the 
development of Kosovo’s private 
sector by assisting areas identi-
fied in the strategy paper.
The study recommended a series 
of measures to tackle these prob-
lems.  They include the creation 
of a single investment promo-
tion agency, support for small 
and medium-sized businesses 
and incentives for investment. 
It identified foreign direct invest-
ment as the main drive for private 
sector development.
The study, which was develop-
ment by a team of experts hired 
by the EAR and in consultations 
with the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), the Word bank and 

Kosovo’s own institutions, also 
called for the creation of a ‘skills’ 
agency and introduction of uni-
form standards and metrology. 
Bujar Dugolli, Kosovo’s Minister 
of Trade and Industry empahised 
the strategy’s  importance for 
Kosovo and its citizens.  USAID’s 
Tim Hammam also praised the 
study and stressed the impor-
tance of private sector-driven 
economic growth.
The European Agency for 
Reconstruction has already 
committed €2 million to help the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
in the development of the new 
Investment Promotion Agency 
– one of the recommendations 
of the study. 

The European Agency for Reconstruction
Kosovo, September 2005

Ten young students from Kosovo will study for a 
Master’s Degree in European Studies at some of 
Europe’s most prestigious universities, under a pro-
gramme funded by the European Union and man-
aged by the European Agency for Reconstruction. 
The project is part of the EU’s larger effort to strength-
en Kosovo’s public administration.  
The students, who have been selected by an interna-
tional panel, will study at Italy’s Collegio di Parma, the 
UK’s Sussex University and University of Manchester 
as well as the University of Leuven and the College 
of Bruges in Belgium. The previous group of students 
sent to European universities under the same pro-
gramme is about to return to Kosovo after finishing 
their degrees to start internships in various public 
institutions. 

Ten Kosovars to study 
at prestigious European 
universities  

The second group of students

New study outlines 
ways of strengthening 
Kosovo’s private sector
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