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Stabilisation and Association Process Dialogue 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Forestry, Fisheries, Food Safety 

Pristina, 17 and 18 March 2016 

Draft minutes 
This 7th  meeting (Co-Chaired by Mr Kaplan Halimi (MAFRD) and Mr Ilir Mucai (MEI) and Mr 
Luigi Barile (DG NEAR)  in the 2016 cycle of SAP Dialogue sectorial meetings covered 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Forestry, Fisheries, Food Safety matters.  

As with all SAPD meetings with Kosovo, this was preceded by consultations with civil society.  

The Commission underlined that these areas, as well as being covered by an important body of 
acquis, are important for Kosovo given the significance of Kosovo’s rural economy.  

Kosovo needs to improve alignment with EU food safety questions (as one of the sectors where 
Kosovo has the potential to export to the EU).  For this reason, a number of key food safety issues 
were the subject of a detailed analysis at this meeting. Kosovo outlined the procedures for 
veterinary and phytosanitary import controls.  This has a particular relevance now with the opening 
of a number of border crossings posts with Serbia.      

To enforce food safety legislation, Kosovo is in the process of transferring its food safety 
inspectors from the municipalities to the FVA.  However this transfer has been announced over the 
past 5 years, but it is still not done. Continuous developments to improve and systematise data 
entry into the animal identification, registration and movement database can be noticed.   

As regards food safety, Kosovo authorities stated that illegal trade, particularly across the border 
with Serbia, continues to be a problem: the majority of quarantined animals that entered Kosovo 
illegally came from Serbia. However regular contacts with Serbian authorities are planned to 
discuss and manage this question. 

The EU is financing the construction of a rendering plant for processing and disposing of animal 
by-products and will be updated on the finalisation of the construction of this rendering plant  in 
the next few years 

In Agriculture and Rural Development, Kosovo continues to develop its system of direct 
payments and rural grants. However it is necessary to implement the establishment of the 
internal audit system and the quality control system within paying agency and increase the 
number of staff to effectively manage national funds for agriculture and rural development and 
ensure regular monitoring..   

The 2012 law on advisory services continue to be partially implemented. The Commission 
underlined the importance that the established agricultural advisory services will be accessible 
to beneficiaries in all municipalities of Kosovo. 
Organic farming is still at an early stage.  The current production focusses mainly on medical and 
aromatic plants and forest fruits.  

Land consolidation continues to be an important issue; actual surfaces consolidated not significant 
enough for a modern agriculture.  Also of concern is the illegal transformation of agricultural land 
(to more profitable use, such as building real estate).   

In the area of forestry, Kosovo continues its efforts to reduce the level of illegal logging and 
logging beyond permit volumes.  Forestry management has been strengthened through the 
establishment of a new Board of Forest management and through the development of a ten years  
plan for forestry that will replace the annual plans.  However, efforts are needed to continue to 
reforest the deforested areas. 

Kosovo is developing its aquaculture.  However,   an inventory of fish in its waters (with a view 
to transposing the Regulation on alien and invasive species) has to be developed. 

Ref. Ares(2016)2108573 - 03/05/2016



2 

The discussions continued to make a strong link between Kosovo’s policy agenda and its assistance 
priorities. Under IPA II, Agriculture and Food Safety is a priority, building on Kosovo’s own 
strategies.   As a general conclusion, the Commission underlined that Kosovo needs also to 
strengthen its administrative and enforcement capacity, in particular for the Payment Agency and 
the Food and Veterinary Agency. 
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