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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, July 15th, 2013 
9:30am, Serena Hotel 

TO CONFIRM CONTACT:  
Ms. Damaris Kimilu 
Tel: 020 2323 496 
Mobile: +254 722 23 55 93  

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mr. Christophe De Vroey 
Trade and Communication Counsellor 
European Union Delegation to the Republic of Kenya  
Tel: 2802204 
E-mail: Christophe.DE-VROEY@eeas.europa.eu  
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kenya/index_en.htm 

 

EU and Kenya on the brink of consolidating closer trade ties 

The European Union Commissioner for Trade, Mr Karel De Gucht will visit Kenya on Monday 

15th July at a time when EU-EAC negotiations on a full EPA have made considerable progress 

and are on the verge of conclusion. The EAC region has a tangible opportunity to seize the 

advantages offered by the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) and to maintain Duty 

Free Quota Free access for all Kenyan exports to the 500 million consumer EU market. 

The objective of the EPA is to upgrade the existing interim agreement which since 2007 has 

guaranteed tariff-free trade for all EAC exports to the EU. The EPA is a comprehensive trade 

agreement that is expected to deepen existing trade relations in a host of areas; simplify customs 

procedures and reduce trade barriers caused by burdensome industrial standards and food safety 

requirements, improved administrative cooperation.  

EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht says: "Kenya and the EU - a single market composed of 28 

member states - have longstanding trade relations. A quarter of Kenya's exports are entering the EU 

market, representing over EUR 1 billion a year. We would hope to find many new and more 

significant trading opportunities thanks to the EPA."  

The EPA negotiations show the EU’s strong commitment to further developing its trade and 

investment ties with the EAC partners. The EPA will be an important step towards gradually 

integrating the EAC into the world economy, removing obstacles to trade both at the border and 

behind the border. It will ‘deepen’ EAC integration by bringing the EAC's trade-related requirements, 

industrial standards, technical regulations and animal and plant health measures closer to EU 

legislation and cover a 'comprehensive' range of areas that are fundamental to a modern, 

transparent and predictable trade and investment regime. 

EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht meets with Kenyan stakeholders in the morning of Monday 

15th July. After this meeting he will give a Press Conference at 9:30 at the Serena Hotel (Hibiscus 

Room). 
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EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht will also meet with Mrs Phyllis Kandie, Cabinet Secretary for 

EAC, Commerce and Tourism, and other senior Government officials. 

In the afternoon he will travel to Thika for a field visit to a flower farm. 

 

Background 

The EPA negotiations between the EU and the EAC are on-going since 2002.  An interim agreement 

was reached in 2007 and the European Commission continued Duty Free Quota Free access via a 

temporary instrument which ends on 1 October 2014 for a number of countries including Kenya. 

After 18 full negotiating rounds on the full EPA, only a narrow set of issues are on the table. EU and 

EAC senior officials meet in Arusha on 16 -19 July to take work forward.   

The EU is Kenya's biggest trading partner, accounting for around 25% of country’s total exports. EU-

Kenya reciprocal trade in goods has continued to grow in recent years, reaching more than €2.5 

billion in 2012. Kenya's main exports to the EU are flowers (KSh 37 billion in 2012), tea and coffee 

(KSh 32 billion in 2012) and vegetables, mainly peas and beans (KSh 18 billion in 2012).  

Please visit Commissioner Karel De Gucht website at http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-

2014/degucht/ as well as webpage of DG Trade http://ec.europa.eu/trade/ 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Christophe De Vroey 
Trade and Communication Counsellor 
European Union Delegation to the Republic of Kenya  
Tel: 2802204 
E-mail: Christophe.DE-VROEY@eeas.europa.eu  
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kenya/index_en.htm 
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