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Kazakhstan Regional Development 
(KAZLOD - 2013/308476) 

 
Building on Success: The closure of Kazakhstan Regional 

Development project in Mangystau region 
 

Aktau, Renaissance Hotel, 10 November 2016, 9:30 
 
 

His Excellency, Mr Trian Laurentiu Hristea,  
Ambassador, Head of the EU Delegation to Kazakhstan 

 

 

Your Excellency (Mr Alik Seribovich Aidarbayev) 
Dear colleagues Ambassadors 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

 
• I am very honoured to welcome you all at the closing event 

organised by the Kazakhstan Regional Development project.  
 

• I thank you Mr Aidarbayev for inviting me to your Region which is 
one of the 3 pilot regions - East Kazakhstan, Kyzylorda, and 
Mangystau - covered by our project.  
 

• I believe it is particularly relevant to mark the 25th anniversary of 
Kazakhstan independence day and the closure of the Project in this 
region that has been supported over the past four years, given that 
this allows us all to review the concrete results achieved by the 
project in the field.   
 

Regional Development in the EU 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, let me tell you a few words about regional 
development in the European Union. 
 

• The EU Regional Policy targets all regions and cities in the EU in 
order to support job creation, business competitiveness, economic 
growth, sustainable development, and improve the quality of life 
for citizens. 

 
• Regional Policy has a strong impact in many fields. Its investments 
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help achieve many EU policy objectives and complement the EU 
major policies such as those dealing with education, employment, 
energy, environment, single market, research and innovation. 
 

• In Europe, the countries that invested in their regional development 
were always the first ones to be in a position to react and adapt 
their economy to a challenging international environment. 

Achievements of the Kazakhstan Regional Development project   

• With these lessons learnt in mind, the EU launched the Kazakhstan 
Regional Development Project with a sizeable funding by the EU 
in excess of EUR 6 million. 
  

• The action itself complements other assistance projects funded by 
the EU through OECD and other specific grants to Non-
Governmental Organisations active in regional development. All 
together, the EU allocated EUR 13.5 million to regional 
development in Kazakhstan.  
 

• I would like to recall five main achievements of the Project in the 
region, namely: 
 

• First, technical assistance and training provided to the management 
team of the Seaport Aktau SEZ – this special economic zone has 
grown a lot in the past few years and now has many companies 
including some from the EU MS, like France, Italy, Spain, Norway 
and others. This action focused on marketing, promotion of 
business relationships with investors. A strategic plan for the future 
development of the Aktau Seaport was also developed. Today, 
there are 12 companies operating in this zone that cumulatively 
provide about 1,000 jobs.  
 

• Second, extensive support to develop regional tourism – new 
tourism routes, new websites, new signage are being developed; 
four projects have been already developed and some more are still  
under development; a regional tourism association has been set up, 
trained and will lead tourism development in the region. 
 

• Third, in the area of innovation seven projects have been 
developed and these will soon be submitted for funding to the 
Science Fund JSC. 
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• Fourth, very extensive support has been provided to roll out the 

local self-government reform which will get own budget 
resources from rural governors. In several okrugs, nearly 40 
persons involved in the Project and rural governors have developed 
two rural plans to guide future use of funding. This also involves 
mechanisms to ensure citizens are included in the local planning 
process. 
 

• Fifth, the project has also helped to set up and strengthen a 
Regional Consultative Committee (RCC), which will from next 
year monitor implementation of the Region’s territorial 
development programme (PRT). 
 

• In the realisation of the above, we took good note of the 
commitment to   advance the reforms for local self-government and 
to engage citizens on policy initiatives and quality of services at 
local, district and regional levels. 
 

• I am pleased to see that the Project also directly contributed to the 
implementation of the 100 Concrete Steps National Plan here in 
Mangystau. 

 
• It seems to me that this project has been successful in assisting the 

Akimat and regional partners, who responded very positively to the 
support provided; however, I wish to take this opportunity to 
exchange views also with other local beneficiaries during my visit 
to Aktau. 

 
• The cooperation through the project also exemplifies the good state 

of bilateral relations between the European Union and Kazakhstan. 
 

• Let me recall here that Kazakhstan - and Central Asia - are 
important to the EU. The EU is Kazakhstan’s biggest trade and 
investment partner. We are happy to see a stable, cohesive and 
inclusive Kazakhstan, contributing to wealth in the region and 
acting as a bridge between East and West on the key trade and 
communications routes that have witnessed such a positive 
interaction of cultures and civilisations.  

 
• In December 2015, Kazakhstan and the EU signed the first of the 

kind Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. This new 
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comprehensive agreement covers 29 areas for cooperation. It is 
ambitious and forward-looking. It provides a reinforced and 
updated legal framework for the further development of bilateral 
relations through existing instruments, including in the field of  
regional cooperation, notably by supporting and enhancing the 
involvement of local authorities in regional cooperation to develop 
capacity building measures and to promote the strengthening of 
regional economic and business networks. 

 
• Ladies and gentlemen, the EU encourages you to continue your 

efforts in promoting regional development based on the 
achievements of the Project and make progress irreversible. 

 
• I will conclude here and thank all who have contributed to this 

success, especially the district authorities, rural akims and the 
many non-governmental and citizen organisations that have 
constructively worked together with the regional akimat and the 
Project Team. And a last word of thanks goes to the Delegation 
and project's team that assured this regional cooperation project 
who was a real success. 

•  
Thank you. 
 

 
********************* 


