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Press Release 

A new and ambitious European Neighbourhood Policy 

(Amman, 29 May, 2011) EU Ambassador Joanna Wronecka held a press conference to mark the 
launching of the new European Neighbourhood Policy and Country Progress Reports in Brussels 
on 25 May 2011.  

 Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Commission 
Vice-President and Štefan Füle, EU Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy, 
on 25th May launched a new and ambitious European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) -- confirming 
the EU’s determined and reinforced engagement with its neighbours. 

The new policy sets out the main priorities and directions of a revitalised ENP strategy which seeks to 
strengthen individual and regional relationships between the EU and countries in its neighbourhood 
through a „more funds for more reform‟ approach -- making more additional funds available, but with 
more mutual accountability. 

On top of the €5.7 billion already allocated for the period 2011-2013, additional funding of €1.24 
billion has been transferred from other existing resources, and will now be made available in support 
of the ENP.  

In addition, the European Council has agreed to the HRVP's proposal to increase EIB (European 
Investment Bank) lending to the Southern Mediterranean by 1 billion Euros over the same period. The 
EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development) backed her request to extend their 
operations into the MENA region, starting with Egypt. Their expectation is that annual lending volumes 
could reach around 2.5 billion Euros a year by 2013. 

"What we are launching today is a new approach. A partnership between peoples aimed at promoting 
and supporting the development of deep democracy and economic prosperity in our neighbourhood. 
This is in all our interests.  We will make funding available for countries in our neighbourhood to 
support and match the speed of political and economic reform they wish to make.  Our support is 
based on partnership, not on imposition. It is a relationship based on mutual accountability which 
cuts both ways where each side will hold the other to account against agreed goals and 
objectives. Catherine Ashton said. 

Štefan Füle emphasized: “A number of our neighbours, both in the East and in the South, are 
engaging in a transformation process out of which they want to emerge as more democratic and more 
prosperous societies. The EU needs to respond with determination and ambition, through a new 
approach to the ENP, drawing the right lessons from our experience so far and addressing the 
challenges of a fast-changing neighbourhood. The new approach involves a much higher level of 
differentiation.  This is not a one size fits all approach. Increased EU support to its neighbours is 
conditional. It will depend on progress in building and consolidating democracy and respect for the 
rule of law.  The more and the faster a country progresses in its internal reforms, the more support 
it will get from the EU.  

Joanna Wronecka said: "The renewed ENP builds on the achievements the EU's Neighbourhood Policy 
since it was first launched in 2004, and responds to partner countries’ quests for more freedom and a 
better life.  It offers new types of support for more sections of society, and introduces more 
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incentives to pursue reform. It further develops the ‘Partnership for democracy and shared 
prosperity with the southern Mediterranean’ which was agreed in March 2011, in immediate response 
to the upheaval and democratic aspiration currently being seen in North Africa." 

 

Country Progress Reports 

The European Commission and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy published on 25 May 2011 the annual “neighbourhood package”, consisting of a 
communication proposing a reviewed European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), 12 country 
reports on developments in 2010, including one on Jordan, a sector report and a report on the 
Eastern Partnership. 

Overall, the EU partnership with Jordan developed positively throughout 2010 with the announcement 
of a political agreement on the “advanced status” partnership and the conclusion of the technical 
negotiations on the new EU-Jordan ENP Action Plan. Jordan is the second ENP partner country (after 
Morocco) with whom the EU has agreed on an “advanced status” partnership and it is the first one to 
have concluded the negotiations for a new ENP Action Plan. 

The signature of a comprehensive air services agreement leading to a gradual opening-up of the 
respective markets (Jordan is the first country in the Middle East to reach such a comprehensive 
Agreement) and the signature of the Protocol for the Dispute Settlement in bilateral trade, signed 
in February 2011, both constitute concrete achievements in EU-Jordan cooperation. 
 
As regards the implementation of the ENP Action Plan, progress was achieved notably through the 
adoption of the temporary “Personal Status” law, which reinforces women‟s rights in the divorce 
process, as well as the recent amendment of the Public Gatherings Law (rallies are allowed to take 
place without prior authorisation of a governor). 
 

Important principles Underpining the new European Neighbourhood Policy:  

1. To support progress towards “deep democracy” 

While reforms take place differently from one country to another, several elements are common to 
building deep and sustainable democracy and require a strong and lasting commitment on the part 
of governments. They include: 

 free and fair elections; 

 freedom of association, expression and assembly and a free press and media; 

 the rule of law administered by an independent judiciary and right to a fair trial; fighting 
against corruption; 

 security and law enforcement sector reform (including the police) and the establishment of 
democratic control over armed and security forces. 

 

Civil societies organisations are key actors in promoting democratic and market-oriented reforms 
based on shared values, and a thriving civil society is a barrier against authoritarianism. It also helps 
citizens to play their crucial role in providing policy inputs and holding governments to account.  

We shall: 

 establish partnerships in each neighbouring country and make EU support more accessible to 
civil society organisations through a dedicated Civil Society Facility 

 support the establishment of a European Endowment for Democracy to help political parties and 
non-registered NGOs and trade unions and other social partners 
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 promote media freedom by supporting civil society organisations' unhindered access to the 
internet and the use of electronic communications technologies  

 reinforce human rights dialogues 

2. To support sustainable economic and social development 

We shall: 

 support partner countries' adoption of policies conducive to stronger sustainable and more 
inclusive growth, to the development of micro, small and medium-sized companies and to job 
creation 

 strengthen industrial cooperation and support improvements to the business environment 

 help to organise events to promote investment 

 promote direct investment from EU SMEs and micro-credit 

 build on the pilot regional development programmes to tackle economic disparities between 
regions 

 launch pilot programmes to support agricultural and rural development 

 enhance the macro-economic policy dialogue with partners making the most advanced economic 
reforms 

 improve the effectiveness of Macro-Financial Assistance by streamlining its decision-making 
process 

 enhance dialogue on employment and social policies 

 negotiate Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas with willing and able partners 

 further develop trade concessions, especially in those sectors most likely to offer an immediate 
boost to partners‟ economies 

 enhance sector co-operation, with a particular focus on knowledge and innovation, climate 
change and the environment, energy, transport and technology 

 facilitate partner countries' participation in the work of selected EU agencies and programmes 

Mobility  

We shall: 

 Pursue the process of visa facilitation for selected ENP partners and visa liberalisation for those 
most advanced 

 Develop existing Mobility Partnerships and establish new ones 

 Support the full use by Member States of opportunities offered by the EU Visa Code 

3. To build effective regional partnerships within the ENP 

To build the Partnership for Democracy and Shared Prosperity in the Southern Mediterranean. We 
shall: 

 Undertake Comprehensive Institution-Building programmes similar to those implemented with 
the eastern partners; 

 Strengthen Euro-Mediterranean industrial cooperation 

 Launch pilot programmes to support agricultural and rural development; 

 Focus the Union for the Mediterranean on concrete projects with clear benefits to populations 
of the Mediterranean region ; 

 Advance sub-regional co-operation  

 Enhance dialogue on employment and social policies 
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4. A simplified and coherent policy and programming framework  

Implementing the new approach of the neighbourhood policy requires additional resources of up to 
€1242 million until 2013. We shall: 

 Focus ENP Action Plans and EU assistance on a smaller number of priorities, backed with more 
precise benchmarks; 

 Provide additional resources of over EUR 1 billion until 2013 to address the urgent needs of our 
neighbourhood 

 Secure additional loan possibilities by the EIB and the EBRD, including an extension of the 
latter‟s mandate to selected Southern partners 

 Promote more flexible and simpler aid delivery under the post-2013 successor to the present 
ENPI; 

 Step up efforts of co-ordination between the EU, its Member States and other key IFIs and 
bilateral donors 

 


