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Records of Discussion 

IDN-EU FLEGT VPA Joint Expert Meeting 
Jakarta, 7 May 2015 

 
 

Introduction 
The Joint Expert Meeting (JEM) was co-chaired by Dr. Agus Sarsito (Indonesia) and Mr. 
Colin Crooks (European Union). Both parties welcomed all participants to the meeting. 
  
Before starting, Dr. Dwi Sudharto shared the progress of Ministry of Environment and 
Forestry in conducting the acceleration of SVLK certification of timber-products exporting 
industries through group certification in 19 provinces throughout Indonesia. The acceleration 
emphasized the seriousness of the Government of Indonesia in combating illegal logging 
through SVLK as a soft approach.   
 
Records of Discussion 
 
1. Progress on Joint Working Group (JWG) 
• The 3rd IDN-EU JWG Meeting was held on 30 April 2015. The parties reviewed progress 

against the joint action plan and agreed that most of these actions should be completed 
based on the results of JWG field work. This field work was already conducted in Central 
Java (4-6 May) and will be conducted in Central Kalimantan (7-12 May) and other 
provinces afterwards. 
 

• Indonesia reported progress in data collection and acknowledged that further data, 
particularly on SDoC, API-P, API-U, timber and timber product imports, still needs to be 
collected.  Both parties agreed that this was dynamic data which will keep evolving for 
the current year (2015), and that compiling sufficient and reliable data on SVLK roll-out 
was a high priority.   

 
• The EU emphasized that, before a decision can be made on the start of FLEGT licensing, 

most important is to show significant progress, especially against the three elements 
below: 
- SVLK roll-out: significant progress is supported by sufficient and reliable data (ref. to 

the 16 strategic questions on implementation trends developed at JWG level), 
- Independent monitoring function: independent monitors have access to the data 

they request and can carry out their tasks efficiently, 
- Conversion timber: allocation of all new IPK permits is clearly linked to the 

certification of the applicant (at least a contract is signed with a CAB). 
 

2. The status of VPA Annex revision and justification paper after JIC endorsement 
• Both parties confirmed that the process is on track. Two minor editorial changes in the 

VPA annexes I and II were agreed by both parties.  



 
• Indonesia confirmed that the translation process is on track and that the revised 

annexes will be submitted to the Cabinet Secretariat of the Republic of Indonesia for 
documentation. 

 

3. JIC Rules of Arbitration 
Both parties agreed on the final draft of the JIC Rules of Arbitration and that it will now 
enter into the EU’s internal procedures. The formal endorsement will be given in the next 
JIC meeting.  
 
4. Progress on Impact Monitoring 
A tender evaluation team was appointed by the TWG and met several times. The team 
shortlisted three bidders and appointed PT. Hatfield Indonesia to develop the Impact 
Monitoring mechanism.  

 
5. Progress on Periodic Evaluation 
A tender evaluation team was set up. The announcement of the selected candidate is 
scheduled for 3 June 2015. Both parties agreed that there should be at least three proposals 
submitted before the preferred bidder can be chosen.  
 
6. Joint Communication 
• The JIC Secretariat reported that the 1st Friendly Email was already disseminated to 173 

recipients and it received 93 views, 22 engagements, and almost 30 new participants 
expressed their interest to be listed as the recipients. 

• Indonesia reported that the FLEGT-VPA Annual Report was jointly prepared. The Annual 
Report will focus on the FLEGT-VPA achievements as a joint statement and 
accountability report. The first draft of the Annual Report will be formally adopted before 
the next JIC meeting.  

 

7. Other Matters  
Both parties proposed to have a Video Conference around mid-June 2015 to discuss the 
JWG field work findings and next steps.   

Both parties agreed on the following schedule: 
• Joint Working Group: 30 June 2015. 
• 3rd Joint Expert Meeting: 3 July 2015. 
• JIC 8th July 2015, (to be confirmed by the parties before the JWG). 
 

  
  

 


