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Ambassador Kozlowski 

Indo-European Water Forum 
Shangri-La Hotel, New Delhi, 23-24 November 2015 

 

 
 

Minister Jat, Secretary Shekhar,Director General Calleja, Distinguished colleagues from EU Member 

States, it is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to this first Indo-European Water Forum.  

 

Water is essential for us as people, for nature and for the economy. It is permanently renewed but it is 

also finite and cannot be made or replaced with other resources.  

 

Population growth and the competing needs of water users are predicted to result in an increase of 

global water demand of 35-60 % by 2025 and this may lead to a situation where we have 40 % less 

water available than our needs at the global level. Some of these effects we are already witnessing 

here in India.  

 

The trends will be made worse by climate change, and this can have serious consequences for food 

security and for development of our economies. So we can reasonably say the we are gathered 

around an important topic. 

 

We are very proud to have put together two very interesting days where European Experts from 

several different EU countries will be able to interact with representatives from the Indian States on a 

broad range of shared topics related to water management.  

 

We hope that today will be the beginning of a long term relationship, which could lead to a solid Indo-

European Water Partnership in the near future. 

 

We are convinced that we can learn a lot from each other: in the EU the framework laws are being 

established at the European level, but the implementation is done by each Member State in the way 

that best suit their individual situation. This model is also very suitable for India. 

 

As EU we are in the unique position that we can bring together all the 28 European Member States, all 

of which have their own key strengths, competencies and technologies. The way they can be 

combined in a European approach is indeed something special.  
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We are convinced that a partnership which brings together Indian actors from the national, state and 

local level, as well as business, civil society and financial institutions with EU actors from all levels 

could make for a very rich cooperation for our mutual benefit. 

 

We have tested such practices in other important EU relationships such as the EU-China Water 

Partnership, which brings together our 28 Member states in an ambitious work programme.  

 

We would hope that an Indo-European Water Partnership could cover a broad palette of water 

management challenges, relevant across the Indian States and also contribute to the Prime Minister 

Modis flagship initiative of Ganga Rejuvenation. I hope that today and tomorrow will allow us to 

advance on these plans. 

 

Ministers, Mr Secretary, distinguished speakers and guests, with these words, I am delighted to wish 

us all a very successful first Indo-European Water Forum.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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I. Background 

 
Water issues in India 
India is the seventh-largest country in the world (3.29m km² or 2.45% of the planet's landmass. In 
comparison, the EU's surface area is 4.5m km²) and the second most populous country with over 1.2 
billion people (although expected to overcome China by 2030) or 17.5% of the world's population. It 
holds 4% of the world's freshwater resources. 
 
India’s water challenges are complex and include quantity, allocation, quality and management issues: 
The nation’s average annual rainfall (4,000 billion cubic metres) is extremely abundant by global 
standards, yet much of this rain falls in relatively brief deluges during the monsoon and there is great 
disparity across different regions. The combination of these climatic conditions with a range of man-
made pressures has driven India’s farmers, households, and industry to increasingly depend on 
groundwater rather than surface water in rivers and lakes. 
Groundwater is a critical resource in India, accounting for over 65% of irrigation water and 85% of 
drinking water supplies. However, on current trends it is estimated that 60% of groundwater sources 
will be in a critical state of degradation within the next twenty years. In the most seriously affected 
north-western states, recent satellite measurements indicate an average decline of 33 cm per year 
from 2002 to 2008. Local observations of annual water table decline exceeding 4 metres are common 
throughout India. 

India has 1,588 cubic meters of available water per person, which is for the time being sufficiently far 
from the "water stressed" level of 1,000 cubic meters per person per year. 

In 2007, there were 5,125 large dams in the country, with a total capacity of 282 billion cubic metres 
(as a comparison, the quantity of rain received in a year is  

Increasing competition for water between industry, domestic use and agriculture has highlighted the 
need to plan and manage water on a river basin and multi-sectoral basis. Agriculture is India’s largest 
user of water. However, as urban and other demands multiply, less water is likely to be available for 
irrigation and proper allocation and efficiency measures are urgently needed.  

Water quality is generally poor due to from insufficient and delayed investment in urban water-
treatment facilities, weak or non-enforced industrial effluent standards.  

Urban Local Bodies are in many cases not able to plan, implement and operate infrastructure for 
wastewater treatment. Moreover the division of roles/competences between State and city 
authorities when it comes to regulation and operation in urban water and sanitation sector is diffuse. 
This is one of the strong points of the EU and its MSs, which have a very long experience in addressing 
in a coordinated manner water challenges, as well as river basin management and planning. 

Clean Ganges initiative 
One of the major water-related problems in India is the management of the Ganga River Basin. The 
Ganga provides livelihood for over 400 million people providing drinking water and water supply for a 
broad range of agricultural and economic activities. Furthermore the Ganga has a high spiritual, 
cultural and religious value. Because of the poor water quality status, all of these uses are 
considerably limited and have additionally negative impacts on health, sustainable economic 
development, environment protection, cultural identity and spiritual practice. 
For nearly 30 years the Ganga has been target of rejuvenation programmes using different strategic 
approaches, cooperation, activities, investments, donor support, research and evaluations. A 
considerable amount of investments were targeted especially at development of urban infrastructure 
for wastewater treatment. However, since the generation of wastewater increased at the same pace 
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as the facilities and ability for wastewater treatment, the percentage of treated municipal wastewater 
in the Ganga River Basin remained at approximately 50%. The overall pollution of, and pressures on, 
the Ganga have not decreased, in certain areas the situation has even deteriorated thus creating more 
pressures on the environmental water resources. The Indian authorities have identified the amount 
and diversity of challenges but an effective cross-sectional solution/strategy involving all concerned 
states has not yet been defined nor implemented.  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made the Ganga rejuvenation a national priority and the 
government is currently working on a concept to deliver on this ambition. Establishing the Ministry for 
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (MWR) and bringing the National 
Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) together with the National Mission for Cleaning the Ganga 
(NMCG) under its purview was an important first institutional step. In addition, the Modi Government 
has given new impetus to the National Water Mission (NWM), one of the eight national missions 
under the National Action Plan for Climate Change (NAPCC)1 launched by the Indian Government in 
June 2008. Despite being under the aegis of climate change, the NWM has a very broad remit and 
covers conservation of water, minimisation of wastage, equitable distribution both across and within 
States through integrated water resources development and management2.  
 

                                                 
1
 http://www.c2es.org/international/key-country-policies/india/climate-plan-summary. 

2
 http://wrmin.nic.in/forms/list.aspx?lid=267&Id=4. 

http://www.c2es.org/international/key-country-policies/india/climate-plan-summary
http://wrmin.nic.in/forms/list.aspx?lid=267&Id=4

