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The European Union and India mark several important anniversaries within a short period - 50 years 
since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1962, 30 years since the opening of the EU Delegation 
in New Delhi in 1983, and 10 years of the EU-India Strategic Partnership launched in 2004. 

Separated widely by geography as well as history, there are, nevertheless, striking parallels in the recent 
journeys of the European Union and India. They have both gone through a unique process of institution-
building to balance the rights of their citizens with the need for cohesion; they represent the two largest 
democracies in the world; culturally and linguistically, they are also among the most diverse regions on 
the planet; and actually they both have 28 member states. 

With India we have put our faith for fifty years in education and public health to give everyone a fair 
start in life. As new challenges have emerged we have taken them on: control of HIV; the management 
of urban waste; the development of vocational skills for a youthful population; the mitigation of climate 
change and water scarcity through joint research; and, through a recently launched dialogue, counter-
terrorism and cyber security. 

Relations once focused on trade and development have become more political, security, environment, 
science and technology-oriented, reflecting mutual interests in the globalised world. The EU-India 
relationship today represents a vast network comprising the cooperation of various institutions in many 
areas and different levels: they include people to people contacts; and also relations between India and 
the EU’s 28 Member States.

What makes the EU and India strategic partners? We believe in democracy, in human rights, in the rule 
of law, and in the market economy, but also in inclusive development which promotes the welfare of the 
have-nots in our societies through progressive public policy.

For the European Union itself, the year 2012 was very special as it was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
for having contributed, over six decades, to the advancement of peace and reconciliation, democracy 
and human rights in Europe. Our peace project has recently led to first steps in a reconciliation between 
Kosovo and Serbia; but this project takes us beyond Europe and across the world to several regions of 
conflict and crisis. 

This publication brings to readers a short overview of EU-India cooperation from the early days till today 
and gives them a brief glimpse into the landscapes and cultures of the EU’s Members States in the hope 
that they will be tempted to explore them further. 

For now we can look back with satisfaction at the evolution of our relations, and I am confident the EU 
and India are forging what can accurately and truthfully be called a Strategic Partnership.

João Cravinho
Ambassador of the European Union to India

Foreword
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EU-India Relations: Chronology

1962 India establishes diplomatic relations with the European Economic Community (EU)*. 
1970 European Union (EU) launches a major cooperation programme in the dairy sector with support to 

Operation Flood.

1971 EU provides trade support through the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP). 

1973 The EU and India sign a Commercial Cooperation Agreement for marketing support to several 
sectors of Indian industry with export potential.

1981 India and the EU sign a Commercial and Economic Cooperation Agreement in November. 

1983 The EU sets up a Delegation in India.

1988 The first meeting of the EU-India Joint Commission.

1989 Scientific cooperation between Indian and the EU is set up in fundamental as well as applied 
research (STD).

1992 European and Indian industry establish a Joint Business Forum to promote trade and investment. 

1993 The first sector cooperation programme is launched in primary education with EU support of €150 
mn. to the Indian Government’s District Primary Education Programme (DPEP). 

1994 EU-India Cooperation Agreement on Partnership and Development upgrades relationship.

1996 A second sector cooperation programme is launched in the area of health with a grant of €200 mn.

2000 The first EU-India summit is held in Lisbon. 
€200 mn. support to India’s Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

2001 The EU and India sign an agreement on Science and Technology Cooperation.

2004 A Strategic Partnership is launched.

2005 A Joint Action Plan to implement the Strategic Partnership is agreed to strengthen dialogue and 
consultation mechanisms, bring together people and cultures, enhance economic policy dialogue 
and develop trade and investment. 

2006 €160 mn. State Partnership Programme is launched with Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 

2008 A Joint Declaration on Education is signed to facilitate cooperation in higher education.  
European Business and Technology Centre (EBTC) opens in New Delhi.

2009 A Joint Declaration on Multilingualism is signed between the EU and India.

2011 The European Investment Bank provides a framework loan of €200 mn. to finance projects in the 
renewable energy sector.  
The EU and India sign a Joint Declaration on Culture.

2012 Adopted at the EU-India Summit, a Joint Declaration on Energy foresees cooperation on smart 
grids, clean coal technologies, nuclear safety and security, biofuels and renewable energy.

 The EU-India Skills Development Project is launched for vocational education and training.

*The European Union was previously known as the European Community or European Communities (to represent three legal entities, 
albeit with identical membership – the European Coal and Steel Community, the European Economic Community and the European 
Atomic Energy Community). To avoid confusion over nomenclature in what is not a legal or official document we are using the 
expression ‘European Union’ from the beginning on this page). 

India’s first Ambassador 
H.E. KB Lall presents 
credentials to the European 
Commission’s first 
President Walter Hallstein 
in 1962
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EU-India Strategic Partnership

The relationship between the European Union 
and India has evolved considerably over the last 
50 years, as have India and the EU themselves. 
In 1962, what was to become the EU was 
the European Economic Community; and 
relations with India were focused on trade and 
development. The opening of the Delegation of 
the European Commission in 1983 in New Delhi led 
to the expansion of technical and development 
cooperation, sanctioned in 1994, by the formal 
EU-India Partnership and Development Agreement 
which provides the legal basis for our cooperation 
activities to date. 

At the beginning of the 21st century the world 
faces complex international issues such as the 
strengthening of the international legal order; 
countering terrorism and piracy; resolving regional 
and international conflicts; and mitigating climate 
change and natural disasters. Closer political 
cooperation between India and the EU has 
become essential to address and share these 
global responsibilities more effectively, enhancing 
and rebalancing global, regional and bilateral 
cooperation in the process. The dialogue between 
the EU and India has therefore been elevated to 
that of a Strategic Partnership, and the leaders of 
the EU and of India have been meeting at Summit 
level since 2000. 
 
A Joint Action Plan was adopted to strengthen 
dialogue and consultation mechanisms, and 
promote peace and security, sustainable 
development, research and innovation as well 
as people-to-people contacts and cultural 
exchanges. With these initiatives, to implement the 
Strategic Partnership, the EU and India’s bilateral 
relationship has undergone a paradigm shift. 

At the highest level, the summit serves as a 
practical forum to assess ongoing cooperation, set 
ambitious goals for further deepening of EU-India 
relations, and launch new initiatives and activities. 
While in no way diminishing the trade dimension 
of the partnership, other areas of cooperation 
have emerged strongly. Energy, including the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, environment 
and climate change, as well as cooperation in the 
field of research and innovation, are now equally 
important items on the Summit agenda. Foreign 
Policy Consultations pave the way for exchanges of 
views on global, regional and security issues at the 
Ministerial and, further on, at Summit level. Similarly, 
the security dialogue encompasses deliberations on 
counter-piracy, counter-terrorism, cyber security and 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

As the world’s two largest democracies, sharing 
the same values, the EU and India hold a periodic 
human rights dialogue. Since 2000, the EU has 
supported Human Rights projects in support of 
the rights of minorities and indigenous peoples, 
victims of torture and child labour, and institution 
building – in India and worldwide.

Contacts between the European and Indian 
Parliaments have become regular practice. The 
European Parliament Delegation for Relations with 
India visits India every year, calling on Members of 
the Indian Parliament, as well as conducting field 
visits to understand the situation in the country and 
discuss concrete issues in bilateral cooperation.

With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the 
European Union has an enhanced role in Foreign 
and Security Policy, giving added impetus to its 
partnership with India. 
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Trade and Economic Cooperation – a Strong Relationship 
between Equals

The expanding political dimension of the partnership 
continues to be founded on a strong trade and 
investment relationship and growing two-way flows 
of goods, services and investment. This has supported 
the overall evolution towards a real economic 
partnership. The EU represents a single goods and 
services market of over 500 million people and a 
GDP of €13 trillion (17 trillion USD). This makes the 
European Union the largest economy and internal 
market in the world.

The EU is India’s most important trade and 
investment partner, with a total two-way trade 
close to €100 bn. (over $130 bn.) in goods and 
services in 2012. India, is the EU’s ninth-largest 
trading partner, roughly on a par with Brazil and 
South Korea. Two-way trade in goods has almost 
tripled since 2000 (from €27 bn. in 2000 to €76 
bn. in 2012), while India’s exports of services to 
the EU have more than tripled since 2000; and  
EU exports of services to India have more than 
quadrupled since 1999. 

Encouragingly, trade between the EU and India has 
grown at 43% in goods and 40% in services since 
the global crisis began in 2008 and even with a 
marginal reduction in 2012 bilateral trade is still in 
a healthy condition. Despite a marginal reduction 
in 2012 on account of the relatively tepid growth in 
GDP last year, this augurs well for future growth. 

EU – India bilateral trade is also very well balanced: 
both roughly import and export the same value of 
goods and services to each other. Just over 20% 
of Indian exported goods and just under 10% of 
its services exports go to the EU. India’s export of 
goods to the EU is higher than its goods exports 
to China, Japan, Brazil and Russia together. The 
same trend holds for trade in services. Consumers 
on both sides have benefited from sophisticated 
products, more choice and lower prices.

The EU was one of the few WTO members 
to offer a unilateral Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) to third countries, which in 
this case includes India. Since the scheme covers 
India’s most competitive export goods, it has 
been one of the largest beneficiaries of the EU’s 
GSP scheme, with goods worth €17 bn. entering 
the EU on preferential terms. India is, by far, the 
most important source of imports under the GSP 
scheme. In 2011, the duty foregone by the EU as a 
result of tariff preferences to India under GSP was 
over €900 mn. 

Investment

Annual EU investment in India more than tripled 
between 2003 and 2010, going from €759 mn. in 
2003 to €3 bn. in 2010. It went up further to €12 
bn. in 2011. Indian outward investment to the EU in 
2011 reached €1.9 bn. Cumulative EU investment 
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European companies are global players and 
have faced up to the challenge of globalisation, 
demonstrated by the fact that out of the world’s 
top 20 non-financial Multinational Corporations 
(MNCs) ranked by foreign assets, 14 are from 
the EU, according to UNCTAD. The EU offers 
important opportunities in terms of technology-
sharing and know-how, providing high level 
synergies in sectors where EU companies are 
world leaders. This includes infrastructure, 
transport, telecom and basic industry.

Economic Cooperation

To promote business and research cooperation 
in the key sectors of energy, environment, 
biotechnology and transport, the EU has 
supported the creation of the European 
Business and Technology Centre (EBTC) 
with branches in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Bangalore. By bringing together the corporate 
networks of the European Chambers of 
Commerce with technical expertise in these 
four sectors, the EBTC increases business and 
scientific and technical cooperation partnerships 
between European and Indian companies and 
enhances India’s access to European  
technology.

Over many years, the EU has also offered 
targeted trade-related assistance to boost India’s 
competitiveness so it can take greater advantage 
of the opportunities that the European market 
represents.

The scope and potential gains of the  
EU-India partnership are enormous. For instance 
a stronger EU-India relationship could help 
each party to meet its domestic economic 
objectives through increased trade, investment, 
and cooperation in areas such as R&D. Indeed, 
a glimpse at the relevant figures suggests a 
considerable untapped economic potential on 
both sides.

in India since the year 2000 reached €35.6 bn. 
in 2011 compared to €10 bn. of Indian investment 
in the EU. The fact that European companies are 
the world’s most active investors overseas is not 
an indication of a lack of opportunities for growth 
in their home market – on the contrary, the EU 
remains the world’s number one location for FDI.

These substantial trade and investment figures 
do not represent, however, the full potential of 
the EU-India partnership. This is why the EU and 
India launched negotiations for a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) in 2007. The complementarities 
in the EU and Indian economic structures make 
an FTA particularly interesting: EU exports of 
goods to India are dominated by intermediary 
products, while Indian exports to the EU comprise 
both primary products and finished consumer 
goods. An opening up of trade between the 
two economies would not only be a boost to 
employment and prosperity on both sides, but 
would also serve as an example and a stimulus to 
the rest of the world economy. 

Studies confirm that both the EU and India stand 
to gain significantly from the FTA, and the more 
ambitious the commitments the bigger the gains 
are expected to be. In the short run alone, India is 
expected to gain €5 bn. and the EU over €4 bn. 
The FTA, would largely eliminate import duties on 
both sides. This means, for example, that clothing 
exported from India to the EU would no longer 
pay the current applicable tariff of 9.6%. Indian 
agricultural products such as rice would also gain 
significantly improved market access. On the other 
hand European products like machinery, transport 
equipment or other industrial products would get 
better access to the Indian market. 

Intensive work is currently underway with the aim 
of concluding negotiations as soon as possible. 
The EU-India FTA would be one of the most 
significant trade agreements ever, touching the 
lives of 1.7 billion people.

FDI Flows between the eU and India
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30 years of Development and Economic Cooperation
In its development co-operation with India over the 
past 30 years, the EU has focused on supporting 
poverty reduction projects which promote a more 
efficient and sustainable use of resources, and 
sector programmes aimed at improving basic  
social services. In recent years, the relationship 
between the European Union and India has  
changed substantially, from that of aid donor and 
recipient, to one of partnership, with opportunities 
for mutual benefit. 

The EU’s development cooperation has always 
been aligned to India’s objectives but has taken 
many shapes, from small-scale projects changing 
the lives of communities to large government-led 
programmes which impact the whole country. This 
brief survey of the highlights of EU-India cooperation 
attempts to convey its scope and impact.

Sustainable Poverty Eradication 

Development cooperation has focussed on three 
main fields: rural development and natural resources 
management, education and health. 

In the field of rural development and natural 
resources management, the EU has been a key 

partner in India’s progress to food self-sufficiency 
and sustainable development. 

In the 1970s, the EU was the first supporter of India’s 
White Revolution. Operation Flood, launched and 
managed by the National Dairy Development Board, 
was the world’s biggest dairy development programme. 
It made India, a milk-deficient nation at the time, the 
largest milk producer in the world, surpassing the USA 
in 1998, and accounting for about 17% of global output 
in 2010. Dairy farming became India’s largest self-
sustainable rural employment generator. The first phase 
of the programme, from 1970 to 1980, was co-financed 
by the sale of skimmed milk powder and butter oil 
gifted by the European Union through the World  
Food Programme. 

During the 1990s, the European Union supported 
India’s drive to eradicate rinderpest through a €40 
mn. grant. For centuries, rinderpest had been the 
cause of massive cattle losses, economic ruin and 
hunger, primarily in Asia and Europe, and more 
recently, in Africa. A declaration of global freedom 
from rinderpest was announced in 2011, making 
rinderpest the first animal disease to be eradicated 
globally thanks to human effort, and only the second 
disease ever, after smallpox. 

Memorial to Rinderpest eradication at Mukteswar in India
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At the end of the millennium, a number of 
community projects promoting inclusive and 
sustainable growth were launched. The Haryana 
Community Forestry Programme spanning the 
years 1997 to 2010, with a total funding of €20 
mn., was the first small-scale afforestation project 
in the world to be certified by the Kyoto Protocol 
Clean Development Mechanism. In this project, 
nearly 33,000 hectares have been planted with 
trees, increasing tree cover from 9% to 30-34% in 
this semi-arid region where land had suffered from 
population pressure, over-cutting and over-grazing 
of vegetation. 

‘Sustainable Community-based Approaches to 
Livelihood Enhancement (SCaLe)’ implemented 
by the Aga Khan Foundation was one of the 
largest civil society projects ever to address rural 
poverty in India. With a grant of €25.5 mn. from 
the European Union, SCALE was launched in 2002 
and focused on improving livelihoods in the rain-
fed, semi-arid regions of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan. The project 
reached over half a million people, supporting the 
creation of community institutions which reinforced 
public awareness on developmental issues and 
promoting the sustainable management of local 
common resources. In this project, soil and water 
conservation measures were implemented across 
20,000 hectares of private and public land; and 
irrigation facilities were extended to 13,000 hectares 
of farmland in 625 villages; while access to adequate 
and safe drinking water was facilitated in over  
150 villages. 

Over time, the management of natural resources 
has been devolved from the centre to the states, 
and further, from the state administration to 
the Panchayati Raj institutions. Today, the EU’s 
State Partnership Programmes in Rajasthan and 
Chhattisgarh, with a budget of €80 mn. for each 
state, are working with state and local governments 
to manage basic health, education, forests and 
water resources, all of which are important to  
their development. 

Education and Training

The EU has been a strong supporter of the 
education sector in India for over thirty years. 
When the Government of India launched the 
District Primary Education Programme in the 
early nineties, the EU was its first international 
development partner. Beginning in 1994, it 
supported this programme with a grant of €150 
mn. When the DPEP was succeeded by Sarva 
Shiksha abhiyan (SSA), a national flagship 
programme implemented in partnership with the 
States and aiming to attain universal Elementary 
Education for all children in the age group of 6-14 
years, the European Union, decided to continue its 
involvement in this critical sector. From 2002 to 
2012, a total of €270 mn. have been committed by 
it to support SSA. Most recently, a new allocation 
of €80 mn. – this time for both elementary and 
secondary education has been pledged in 2012. 
These large government-led programmes, with 
support from development partners, have helped 
India to make significant progress in education 
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in recent years. It has achieved the Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG 3) on gender parity in 
primary education and is on track to meet MDG 
2 on universal primary education. The education 
system in India has expanded by over a third 
since SSA began in 2002, allowing millions of 
disadvantaged children to gain access to school. 
Since 2003, over 250,000 new government schools 
and one million new classrooms have been built, 
and one million new teachers recruited. In 2009, 
India made free and compulsory education a 
fundamental right for all children between 6-14 
years of age. The law makes the Central and State 
governments in India collectively responsible for 
ensuring that every child can enjoy this right. 

The EU also partners with civil society to 
strengthen education in India. The Programme for 
Enrichment of School-Level Education (PeSLe) took 
innovative methods of teaching developed by four 

collaborating NGOs under the co-ordination and 
leadership of the Aga Khan Foundation and scaled 
them up so they could reach out to children from 
disadvantaged groups and communities in several 
parts of the country. With a grant of €11 mn. from 
the EU, the PESLE project has benefited over one 
million children in India. 

Skill development is another area with great 
potential for mutually beneficial cooperation. In 
India, the proportion of the young working age 
group (15 to 19) is steadily increasing, giving the 
country the advantage of a “demographic dividend”. 
In a decade, India will have a surplus of 56 million 
workers against a shortage of 47 mn. in Western 
countries. The EU has launched a €6.1 mn. (` 45 crs.) 
project in the first quarter of 2012 in partnership 
with the Ministry of Labour and Employment 
to support the development of a National Skills 
Qualification Framework in some key economic 
areas, e.g. the automotive sector, and in three pilot 
states (Maharastra, Karnataka, and Uttar Pradesh). 
The project aims to better information systems 
available for the labour market, and improve the 
quality and relevance of the training provided to 
young workers so as to increase the number of 
certified skilled workers in the identified sectors.

Health

In the Health Sector, the EU and India are tackling 
global and country-specific challenges. The EU’s 
sectoral support in healthcare in India was initiated 
in October 1998 when the Health and Family 
Welfare Sector Investment Programme (SIP) 
began implementation for a period of six years. SIP 
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human resource capacity, planning, development, 
monitoring and evaluation for decision making, 
and pays close attention to gender issues and the 
mainstreaming of marginalised groups, including 
scheduled castes and tribes. 

Projects with civil society in the heath sector 
focus on communicable diseases as well as child, 
adolescent and maternal health. Implemented 
by European and Indian NGOs as well as by 
community-based organisations, these projects 
reach out to vulnerable youth, especially in tribal 
and rural communities, addressing their health and 
social needs as well as working to prevent early 
marriage and early pregnancies.

The EU has been one of the main donors to the 
Global Fund to fight against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria. The Global Fund has a portfolio of €1 
bn. in India, of which over 50% comes from the 
EU. With average annual contributions of €50 mn. 
and a cumulative contribution of more than €922 
mn. so far, the EU has assisted in the prevention of 
an estimated 5.4 mn. premature deaths through 
vaccination. 

Partnership for Mutual Benefit

Over the past thirty years, an increasing number of 
initiatives for mutual benefit have been launched 
and will continue to be at the heart of EU-India 
cooperation in the future. These initiatives cover 
a wide range of domains from education, skills 
development and culture to energy, environment 
and trade.

was an integral part of the Government of India’s 
National Family Welfare Programme. Focussing on 
change management, the programme operated at 
all levels of the system – central, state and district 
– with an emphasis on decentralisation, community 
involvement in decision making and the capacity 
development of health service providers. The 
European Union made a contribution of €240 mn. 
for this time bound programme. 

Today, the EU supports the Government of India’s 
National rural Health Mission - focussing on 
Reproductive and Child Health. It contributes €110 
mn. with the twin objectives of enhancing India’s 
progress towards Millennium Development Goal 
MDG 4 of reducing child mortality and MDG 5 of 
improving maternal health through better health 
service delivery and support to the country’s 
health systems. The programme focuses on 
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The eU-India economic Cross-Cultural Programme, 
implemented from 1997 to 2006, was one of 
the first initiatives to support economic and 
cultural cooperation with Indian civil society. 
The programme awarded grants to 60 projects 
promoting partnerships between EU and Indian 
civil society organisations, in the fields of media, 
enterprise and universities.

The EU is actively promoting ‘green economy’ to 
generate growth, create jobs and reduce poverty 
by investing in natural capital and reducing 
unsustainable use of natural resources. To be 
implemented in partnership with the Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy and the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, with an EU grant of €28.6 
mn., a project titled ‘Support to Renewable Energy, 
Clean Technology and Energy Efficiency in India’ will 
begin from 2013. This project will provide exposure 
to European best practices and experiences 
and contribute in the long-term to mitigating 
India’s emissions of global greenhouse gases and 
improving national energy security. In addition, the 
widespread deployment of eco-friendly technology 
will create employment for skilled and semi-skilled 
workers.

Finally, the EU is supporting India’s civil aviation 
industry in its drive to meet global aviation norms, 

by training authorities and airport staff according to 
international standards. 

Protecting Human Rights

The EU’s approach to Human Rights is two-pronged: 
mainstreaming human rights concerns into its 
policies and programmes; and financing specific 
projects to promote and protect human rights.

Since 2000, the EU has funded numerous projects 
in India to address issues relating to the Rule of 
Law, torture and impunity, human rights education, 
trafficking and the rights of minorities, indigenous 
peoples and other marginalised groups. These 
projects have covered a wide range of activities 
such as monitoring violations of human rights; 
providing legal aid and services to victims; 
advocacy; the empowerment of local communities, 
human rights defenders and national institutions; 
and the rehabilitation of victims of torture, 
trafficking and child labour. 

In 2007, the EU launched the European 
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR) with a global budget of €1.1 bn for 
2007-2013, to provide direct funding to civil 
society organisations and human rights defenders 
throughout the world. 
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Partners in Research and Innovation

Formal EU-India collaboration started with the 
signature in 2001 of the Agreement on scientific and 
technological cooperation between the European 
Community and the Government of India. The 
agreement was renewed in 2007. The EU-India 
Joint Action Plan adopted in 2005 also includes a 
significant research and innovation dimension.

A major milestone was the India-EU Ministerial 
Science Conference in February 2007 in New 
Delhi, marking the first time that the Council of the 
European Union interacted with a partner country 
outside of Europe. The New Delhi Communiqué 
called for basing cooperation on the principles of 
symmetry, reciprocity and co-investment of resources 
in areas of mutual interest. After the establishment 

of the Strategic Forum for International Cooperation 
(SFIC) in Research and Innovation, India was the first 
partner country identified for closer cooperation. 

The successful implementation since 2007 of regular 
coordinated calls for proposals between the EU 
and India in the fields of computational materials 
science, food and nutrition research, solar energy 
research and water related challenges, with a total 
budget of €60 mn. has been co-funded by India and 
the EU. In addition, over 200 EU research projects 
(in ICT, health, food, biotechnology, environment, 
energy, social sciences, etc.) funded by the 7th EU 
Research Framework programme (FP7) include 
many partners in India. India is also a key partner in 
major international projects such as the International 
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) project. 
In addition, an Agreement for cooperation in the 
field of fusion energy research signed in 2009 is 
implemented by the European Atomic Energy 
Community (EURATOM) and India’s Department of 
Atomic Energy. The two agencies are now working 
towards an agreement on R&D cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Such togetherness in action demonstrates that 
research and innovation are not just strategic 
themes for Europe and India independently. 
Globalisation and internationalisation of research 
and innovation have made international cooperation 
a core component of European (“Europe 2020” 

The stadium project - a smart transport application for the 
Commonwealth Games in New Delhi 2010
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strategy and the recently launched “Innovation 
Union”) and Indian strategies (“Decade of 
Innovation”) to achieve the challenges of inclusive 
as well as sustainable and affordable innovation. 
Innovation is increasingly important to both 
Europe and India with a focus on the efficiency of 
innovation - frugal, affordable and inclusive. 

Research and innovation are the basis for Europe’s 
and India’s future competitiveness, growth and job 
creation. They provide solutions to growing societal 
challenges such as climate change, increasingly 
scarce energy, water, resources, raw materials, 
demography, security, health, communicable 
diseases and affordable food. The scale and 
complexity of these challenges call for increased 
Indo-European cooperation, pooling together and 
making more effective use of financial and  
human resources.

In response, India and the European Union have 
come together to declare, at the 2012 India-EU 
Summit in Delhi, their resolve to move up a gear in 
their research and innovation cooperation. While 
exploiting the full potential for finding solutions to 
common societal challenges, Indian and European 
stakeholders will define a strategic Indo-European 
Research and Innovation Partnership focusing on: 

•	 Increasing	the	scale,	scope	and	impact	of	
cooperation through reinforcing EU-India 
collaborative research activities, promoting 
networking and synergies between research 
organisations and ongoing initiatives in areas of 
common interest; 

•	 Increasing	focus	on	innovation,	with	the	
mobilisation of industrial partners in EU–India 
cooperation by creating favourable framework 
conditions (e.g. standards, regulations, public 
procurement) to address societal challenges of 
common interest;

•	 Streamlining	the	governance	of	Indo-European	
cooperation by facilitating the coordination of 
funding mechanisms, simplifying cooperation 
rules and establishing principles on issues such 
as ownership and access right to results of 
collaborative research; movement of material 
and equipment across borders; reciprocal 
access to facilities; conditions of mobility of 
researchers; improved (simpler and faster) 
organisation of interactions with stakeholders; 
and setting up of regular high level meetings 
involving India, the EU and its Member States to 
review the state of play and implementation of 
cooperation.

To achieve this, people, investment and industry are 
essential:

•	 Mobility,	for	researchers,	engineers,	
entrepreneurs, “innovators” in both directions is a 
priority. 

•	 Co-funding	of	EU-India	joint	projects	and	
establishing synergies with the bilateral research 
programmes of EU Member States and India will 
make the best use of available resources. 

•	 Effective	involvement	of	industry,	MNEs,	SMEs	
and clusters will add substantiality to the 
skills and the effectiveness of Indo-European 
cooperation in research and innovation. 

Both India and Europe are aiming to accelerate 
sustainable and inclusive growth, wherein innovation 
plays an important role. Europe recently launched 
the “Innovation Union” and India the “Decade 
of Innovation” to achieve faster innovation that 
is frugal, affordable and inclusive. The scale and 
complexity of today’s challenges calls for bolder, 
better and bigger Indo-European cooperation in 
research and innovation. 

Cooperation in Science - Adviser Mashelkar and Research 
Commissioner Geoghegan Quinn at a Stakeholders meeting 
in Brussels
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SaPH PanI Project:
Enhancement of natural Water Systems and Treatment 
Methods for Safe and Sustainable Water Supply in India

total cost: €4.8 million
eC contribution: €3.5 million (EU 7th Research Framework programme)
http://www.saphpani.eu/service/home.html

Challenge
Climate change, causing a frequent failure of monsoons coupled with limited surface water resources 
has led to an increased dependence on groundwater. Today, 70% of India’s irrigation needs and 80% 
of its domestic water supplies come from groundwater. This practice has led to rapidly declining 
groundwater tables in most states in India and is no longer sustainable.

Objectives
The Saph Pani project aims to study and improve natural water treatment systems such as river bank 
filtration, managed aquifer recharge and wetlands in India, building on local and European expertise 
in this field. The project aims to improve water resources management and enhance water supply, 
particularly in water stressed urban and peri-urban areas in different parts of the Indian subcontinent.

Consortium

Project Partner Country

Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz (FHNW; Coordinator) Switzerland

Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan (UJS) India

National Institute of Hydrology (NIH) India

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (IITR) India

Veolia Water (India) Pvt. Ltd. (VEOLIA) India

Anna University Chennai (ANNA) India

SPT Consultancy Services Partnership (SME) India

Municipal Corporation of Raipur (RMC) India

Akshay Jaldhara (SME) India

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (NGRI) India

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB) India

DHI – (India) Water & Environment Pvt. Ltd. India

Kompetenzzentrum Wasser Berlin, Gemeinnützige GmbH (kWB) Germany

Bureau de Recherches Géologiques et Minières (BRGM) France

Zentrum für Umweltmanagement und Entscheidungstheorie (CEMDS) Austria

Hochschule für Technik und Wirtschaft Dresden (HTWD) Germany

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization – UNESCO (IHE) Netherlands

International Water Management Institute Sri Lanka

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) Australia

Freie Universität Berlin (FUB) Germany
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Environment Protection and Climate Change

Environment is a key area for dialogue in the 
EU-India Partnership. Since 2005, the Joint 
Action Plan provides the basis for enhancing 
cooperation in this field. The EU is supporting 
the development of environmental policy and 
regulatory capacity in India in many areas, e.g. 
waste, chemicals, water, air pollution, and climate 
change. The EU-India Joint Working Group on 
Environment is the vehicle for discussion and for 
steering bilateral cooperation foreseen by the 
Joint Action Plan. 

The EU-India Initiative on Clean Development and 
Climate Change focus on cooperation in clean 
technology, the Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM), adaptation to climate change, and on the 
integration of adaptation concerns into sustainable 
development strategies. 

The objective of the annual EU-India Environment 
Forum is to share environmental experiences 
and identify options that India could use as part 
of its emerging policy framework. Since 2005, it 
has brought experts together on various issues: 
hazardous waste, urban waste management, waste 
minimisation and landfills, chemicals management, 
electrical and electronic waste, and recently on 
the safeguarding of biodiversity and sustainable 
forestry.

In the water sector, data quality, groundwater 
management, and integrated river basin planning 
are some of the areas in which the EU and 
India work together. In particular, groundwater 
protection is the key to a sustainable future for 
India, and the EU supports in adapting EU policies 
and strategies to the needs of Indian groundwater 
management and improvement. A recent project 
called Water4Crops-India – being co-funded by 
the Department of Biotechnology, Government 
of India and the EU – aims to increase water 
availability by developing new technologies to 
treat and reuse wastewater more efficiently in 
irrigation. 

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE 
or e-waste) has been identified as another area to 
share experiences and identify options that India 
could use as part of its emerging policy framework. 
Project objectives include establishing compliance 
systems for producers, identifying waste collection 
models, recycling practices and, finally, reporting 
and information management. 

In another ongoing project in coastal Tamil Nadu, 
traditional water harvesting structures are being 
rehabilitated to increase water supply and improve 
food and environmental security in drought prone 
coastal areas. 
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In western Haryana where soils are affected by 
salinity, alkalinity and water logging, a landmark 
Community Forestry Project has been able to 
increase tree cover on common land with the active 
participation of village communities, particularly 
women.

These projects are some examples of the 
intensification of cooperation in the field of 
environment and adaptation to climate change 

and are tangible evidence of the importance that 
both sides attach to cooperation in the field of 
environment. Regular meetings between European 
and Indian counterparts, including visits to India by 
Commissioner for Environment Janez Potočnik and 
Commissioner for Climate Change Connie Hedegaard, 
and cooperation in international environmental 
initiatives like the last Biodiversity Conference of 
Parties in Hyderabad help to increase understanding 
and steer bilateral cooperation more effectively.
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Renewable Energy, Clean Technology and Energy Efficiency

During the 1990s the EU helped to establish the 
Energy Management Centre and the EU Energy 
Bus programme in India. After a hiatus of some 
years, cooperation in the field of energy has again 
increased significantly. The India-EU Energy Panel 
and its Working Groups have been set up to 
promote dialogue and cooperation on energy issues 
with the objective of achieving safe, affordable and 
sustainable energy supplies. A recent meeting of 
the Energy Panel decided to extend the dialogue to 
include energy security and coordinate positions in 
international organisations and initiatives, with the 
stress on renewable energy, energy efficiency, smart 
grids, nuclear safety and energy security as such. 

The 2012 EU – India Summit adopted a Joint 
Declaration on Enhanced Cooperation on Energy to 
focus on a number of key energy areas, on the basis 
of common interest and mutual benefit. These are: 

•	 strategies	for	clean	energy	production,	especially	
clean coal technologies and advanced coal 
mining;

•	 energy	efficiency	of	products;	
•	 energy	efficiency	in	the	buildings	sector;	
•	 smart	power	grids,	including	the	integration	of	

renewable energy sources; 
•	 cost-effective	uptake	of	renewable	energy	

sources as well as research and innovation on 
new, clean and renewable energy technologies;

•	 energy	safety,	in	particular	nuclear	safety	and	
off-shore drilling safety; and 

•	 fusion	energy	as	a	future	sustainable	energy	source.	

Several projects are being implemented in the area 
of renewable energy, clean technology and energy 
efficiency. They support, on the one hand, policy 
implementation through capacity building at the 
central, state and local level, and exchange of best 
practices with the EU; and, on the other hand, 
technology implementation through demonstration 
and pilot projects across India, including Indian coal 
quality management; modernisation and renovation 
of existing power plants; application of eco-design; 
and greater use of biofuel and renewable sources of 
energy.

For example, the project Bio-waste and Algae 
Knowledge for the Production of Second 
Generation Biofuels aims to develop an alternative 
and innovative system for the treatment of bio-
waste to produce biofuels, using macroalgae 
as a catalyst. The objective of the project is 
production of a cost-efficient biogas without 
using cereal crops. 

In terms of clean energy, a Cluster for Clean 
Technologies and Carbon Capture and Storage 
for the Indian Thermal Power Sector is currently 
being promoted. Its objectives are to implement 
demonstration projects in clean coal technologies 
and incubate four new ventures in the field.

These new types of projects are multi-sectoral, 
encompassing energy, environment, and climate 
change, and going from development to research 
and innovation, to pilot production.
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In the mid-90s, ECHO, the Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection Department of the European 
Commission started its India operations by 
responding to the emergency needs of people 
affected by floods and cyclones in Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal and Assam. EU humanitarian 
aid has provided assistance worth over €120 mn. 
(approx. Rs. 8 bn.) to millions of Indian citizens 
affected by natural and man-made disasters. This 
aid has been in the shape of emergency shelters, 
healthcare, water and sanitation, food and nutrition, 
psycho-social care, livelihood recovery and 
community-based disaster preparedness. It has 
always had the same objective: to preserve lives 
and alleviate suffering, with emphasis on the most 

ECHO: Aid to Victims of Disasters
vulnerable sections of society, and without regard to 
religion, gender, ethnic origin or political affiliation.

With large parts of India highly prone to events 
such as floods and droughts, ECHO funds relief 
efforts linked to these recurring natural disasters, an 
example being the Assam monsoon floods of 2012, 
for which €2 mn. was provided.

Until 2002, operations were being run from 
neighbouring Bangladesh. This is when the 
organisation decided to open a full-fledged office 
in Delhi. In 2005, the Indian set-up was scaled up to 
become a Regional Office, providing support to all 
the country offices in the region (Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka). 

Over the years, ECHO has also responded to other 
cataclysms in India. The first came in 1999, in the 
aftermath of the Orissa ‘Supercyclone’ - the worst 
storm to hit India in close to 30 years. An estimated 
10,000 people were killed, close to 1.7 mn. people 
were left homeless, and 5 mn. were deprived 
of their livelihood. ECHO stepped in to fund 
emergency food assistance, healthcare, shelters, 
non-food items, water and sanitation programmes, 
and, at a later-stage, rehabilitation programmes, 
providing close to €8 mn.

Close on the heels of this catastrophe, a massive 
earthquake struck Gujarat on 26 January 2001, 
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In 2005, a massive earthquake hit Kashmir, and 
although the vast majority of the damage and 
loss of life was on the Pakistani side of the border, 
sizeable humanitarian operations also had to be 
undertaken in the Indian State of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Parallel to the life-saving response provided for 
these emergencies, ECHO has also been supporting 
the victims of protracted humanitarian crises in 
India, addressing the needs of over 100,000 Sri 
Lankan Tamil refugees in Tamil Nadu, as well as 
those of other victims of conflicts. Since 2002, over 
€17 mn. has been channelled to Jammu and Kashmir, 
where partner NGOs focus on providing protection, 
psycho-social care and livelihood support to 
people directly or indirectly affected by violence. 
Healthcare, nutrition support and protection are also 
provided by ECHO’s partners to civilians impacted 
by the ongoing insurgency in Chhattisgarh, including 
those who have been displaced to neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh.

ECHO realised early on that strengthening the 
resilience of communities to withstand, adapt 
and recover from natural disasters was cost-
effective and, at the same time, empowering for 
the people. Consequently, from 2001, through 
its Disaster Preparedness programme known 
as DIPECHO, it has regularly made funding 
available for vulnerable communities to help 
them reduce the impact of floods, cyclones and 
other natural disasters, particularly through the 
creation of Early Warning Systems and physical 
infrastructure. Until 2012, its contribution to this 
end amounted to over €7 mn. 

razing entire villages and killing over 20,000 
people in a matter of seconds. Once again, ECHO 
responded, releasing over €12 mn. to enable 
its implementing partners to provide rapid and 
effective support to the victims, particularly 
shelters, as nearly 400,000 homes had been 
destroyed. One year later, ECHO was in  
action to help families displaced by riots in the 
same state. 

The biggest challenge of all was the tsunami 
of late 2004, the largest natural disaster in 
human memory anywhere in the world. ECHO 
addressed the devastating impact of the giant 
wave in all affected countries. In India a total 
of €12 mn. was channelled to beneficiaries in 
Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and 
Andhra Pradesh over 2005 and 2006, to help 
them cope with the immediate aftermath of the 
disaster, and then support rehabilitation efforts. 
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A strong partnership is built on strong relations 
between the people, which no official relationship 
can replace. As part of their High Level Dialogue 
on Migration and Mobility the EU and India have 
therefore taken migration issues on board and 
are exploring the possibility of facilitating visas 
for certain categories of citizens (e.g. business 
persons, university students), which has been a 
long-standing Indian request. These discussions go 
hand in hand with concerns about the prevalence 
of illegal migration which needs to be fought 
decisively, in particular through the conclusion and 
implementation of a re-admission agreement. 

Higher education and exchanges of university 
students are areas where the EU and India 
are likely to be more active in the future. 
An exciting and popular education initiative 
promoted by the European Union is Erasmus 
Mundus, an international student and researcher 
mobility programme. Between 2004 and 2010, 
more than 2500 Indian students have been 
awarded scholarships for studies in Europe - 

People to People Contacts

with Masters courses offered jointly by two or 
more universities, allowing students to study in 
more than one EU Member State. Students and 
researchers have invariably returned to India with 
exciting stories about their experiences in Europe 
and with Europeans. While many Europeans are 
also completing parts of their education or are 
pursuing entire degrees in India; this aspect of 
student mobility still holds potential.
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Cultural Ties between Europe and India 

• The Greek Ambassador of King Antialcidas to 
the court of Sunga ruler Bhagabhadra converted 
to Hinduism, erecting a pillar near Sanchi in 
Madhya Pradesh around 110 BCE. The inscription 
records the dedication of the Heliodorus column 
to Vasudeva, a popular name for Lord Krishna, 
and expresses the sentiment that “three immortal 
precepts, when practiced, lead to heaven: self-
restraint, charity, consciousness”. 

• The first European book on India (288 BCE) was 
probably the Indica of Megasthenes, a Greek 
traveller to the court of Chandragupta Maurya. 
An earlier – highly fanciful – account by Ctesias 
of Knidos around 390 BCE was based on hearsay, 
and only fragments exist.

• The family of ten Indo-European languages – 
including Greek, Italic, Germanic, Indo-Iranian, 
Hittite (now extinct), Celtic, Armenian, Balto-
Slavic, Tocharian (from north-west China) - are 
widely believed by experts to have a common 
root. Although noticed from the 16th century 
onward, the first systematic study and precise 
statement linking Greek, Latin and Sanskrit was 
made by William Jones in 1786 in an address 
to the Asiatic Society of Bengal in Kolkata. The 
association of these languages is based on verb 
structure as well as vocabulary. For example 
mother in English is matr in Sanskrit, meter in 
Greek, mater in Latin, mayr in Armenian, mutter in 
German and mathair in Old Irish.

• Maritime ties go back to around 118 BCE when 
Eudoxos of Cyzicus used the services of an Indian 
sailor to sail to India.

• The Hortus Malabaricus (Garden of Malabar) 
published by Hendrik van Rheede in the 17th 
century is the first scientific compilation of flora 
in Asia and one of two books cited by Linnaeus in 
the introduction to his Species Plantarum which 
gave rise to modern plant taxonomy. Comprising 
12 volumes of around 500 pages each, this work 
was the result of collaboration between a large 
number of Indian and European physicians, 
botanists, artists and engravers.

• The world’s largest democracies, the EU and India 
are also the most diverse: they share the same 
motto – United in Diversity for the EU and Unity in 
Diversity for India. Both have 23 official languages 
and hundreds of dialects. Three EU languages are 
spoken in India – English, Portuguese and French.

• The first European expedition to India is the well-
known one by Alexander of Macedon in 327 BCE. 
Greek influences remained in the Gandhara School 
of Art. The Greek God Atlas holds up a Buddhist 
monument in this statue from Afghanistan.

• The philosophical traditions of Europe and India 
have many similarities, but these were parallel 
developments rather than influences. Of the major 
European philosophers, Arthur Schopenhauer was 
the most influenced by Indian thought. Among the 
most profound and popular Indian traditions to 
have gained an audience in Europe in recent times 
is yoga – originally one of the six orthodox schools 
of Indian philosophy. Buddhism is also finding 
increasing acceptance. The EU is currently funding 
a major research project through the European 
Research Council (ERC) titled Sastravid which will 
analyse major Indian philosophical texts by means 
of a web-based tool, linking concepts and texts.

• An Indian diaspora of around 1.8 mn. people 
lives in Europe; and an increasing number of 
Europeans are coming to India. Amongst the 
Europeans who made their home in India in 
the last century, most notable were Margaret 
Noble (Vivekananda’s disciple Sister Nivedita); 
the scientist JBS Haldane, Albanian nun Anjezë 
Gonxhe Bojaxhiu (later Mother Teresa); Madeleine 
Slade (Mirabehn), Charles Freer Andrews 
(associate of Mahatma Gandhi, and known in 
India as Dinabandhu or friend of the poor); 
fighter pilot Ronald Nixon (better known as the 
vaishnava mystic of Almora, Sri Krishna Prem); 
and his disciple and successor the aeronautical 
engineer Alexander Phipps (later Sri Madhava 
Ashish, who was awarded the Padma Shri by the 
Indian Government for his work in environmental 
conservation in the Himalayas). 
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BElgIan FaSHIOn

Belgian fashion is à la mode! Belgians are trend-
setters and the country has a long-standing tradition 
of expertise and skill in the world of fashion, a tried-
and-tested mix of creative and tempered audacity. 
Today, Belgian designers are to be found on the 
world’s top catwalks and most prestigious fashion 
shows. The country’s fashion schools are renowned 
worldwide and Belgian fashion has become an 
established trademark in its own right!

Antwerp is the undisputed birthplace of 
contemporary fashion in Belgium. Since the late 
1980s, the city’s designs have bowled over the world 
of fashion in Belgium; and Ann Demeulemeester, 
Marina Yee, Dries Van Noten, Dirk Bikkembergs, Dirk 
Van Saene and Walter Van Beirendonck – known 
as the Antwerp Six – have enjoyed international 
success. Martin Margiela, too, is generally considered 
the unofficial seventh member of this illustrious 
group.

In addition to the Antwerp Six, Belgium has 
produced a long list of successful designers, as 
well as designers of accessories, to have enjoyed 
international acclaim, including: Edouard
Vermeulen, Stijn Helsen, Kaat Tilley, Olivier Strelli, 
Raf Simons, Olivier Theyske, Elvis Pompilio, Jean-
Paul Knott, Christophe Coppens and Tim Van 
Steenbergen.

Flower Carpet at the Grand Place
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THE gRand PlaCE FlORal CaRPET

Every 2 years, the Grand Place of Brussels is covered 
with a carpet of flowers. These flowers are begonias.

Officially, the first Floral Carpet was created on 
the Grand Place in 1971 by the landscape architect 
E Stautemans, but this was the culmination of a 
whole series created in various towns in Flanders. 
Stautemans, who was born in Zottegem, and 
graduated from the Ghent Horticultural College, had 
been experimenting since the early 50s with simple 
small carpets, more like rugs, mainly consisting of 
begonias (in Knokke, Oudenaarde, Sint-Niklaas, Lille…). 

After years of attempts and calculations, this inventive 
and imaginative architect, who knew how to make the 
most of the numerous varieties of begonia, became 
an expert in the creation of superb floral carpets with 
sophisticated colours and complicated designs.

His fame spread and he was asked to make carpets 
not only in Belgium (Ghent, Bruges, Antwerp, Ypres, 
Courtrai, Hasselt, Tongres, Mons, Durbuy…) but also 
worldwide (Cologne, Hamburg, Luxembourg, Paris, 
London, Breda, Amsterdam, The Hague, Vienna, 
Valencia, and as far afield as Buenos Aires and 
Colombus, Ohio). The 1973 masterpiece at Sint-
Pietersplein, Ghent reached a gigantic 164m x 42m.

However, as Stautemans himself says, “Nowhere is 
the carpet more beautiful and distinguished than in 
the unique, ancient surroundings of the Grand Place 
in Brussels.”

More info: www.flowercarpet.be

Belgium
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WInE

Wine is an important part of Bulgarian culture, 
custom and spirit. The ancient Thracians, whose 
civilisation thrived in these lands in the second and 
first millennia BC, used wine in their religious rituals 
and as a means of communing with their gods. 
Precious gold and silver pieces, many of which were 
part of beautiful sets used for serving and drinking 
wine, have been found in numerous Thracian burial 
sites dotting Bulgaria’s landscape. 

With the establishment of the Bulgarian state in the 
7th century AD, the ancient wine-making traditions 
were absorbed and preserved. Many travellers 
who passed through Bulgarian lands referred to 
the many different types of good quality wine 
they were offered. In the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries a professional approach to viticulture 
and wine making began to emerge, and modern 
wine-producing methods were established in 
Bulgaria. Today, a variety of wines from Bulgaria 
wins international awards and astounds oenophiles 
around the globe with their high quality and 
exquisite taste.

Bulgarian wines blend perfectly well with the unique 
Bulgarian white cheese and with the delicious 
Bulgarian cuisine rich in spices and flavours that 
satisfy all tastes. 

nESSEBaR

Bulgaria’s Black Sea coast is one of the country’s 
most popular tourist destinations, drawing millions 
of foreign and local tourists during the summer 
season. Often referred to as the “Pearl of the 
Black Sea”, Nessebar is one of the most prominent 
Bulgarian Black Sea resorts. This picturesque 3,000 
year-old city, included in the list of World Cultural 
Heritage Sites of UNESCO, is situated on a peninsula 
(previously an island) on the Bulgarian Black Sea 
coast, connected to the mainland by a narrow man-
made isthmus. 

It was originally a Thracian settlement. The city’s 
remains, which date mostly from the Hellenistic 
period, include the Acropolis, a temple of Apollo, 
an agora and a wall from the Thracian fortifications. 
A rich city-museum, Nessebar is the site of over 
40 churches squeezed into an area of less than 
half a square kilometre. Of these, 23 churches 
(built between the 4th and 18th centuries) are well 
preserved. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries the monumental 
heritage of the city was enriched by numerous 
houses with stone foundations and broad wooden 
eaves, which overhang narrow cobbled lanes leading 
right to the sea. Broad white-sand beaches lie on the 
coastline of Nessebar. The modern resorts of Sunny 
Beach, St. Vlas and Elenite are situated nearby.

Bulgaria
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CzECH BEER

Beer drinking is ingrained in Czech culture to such 
an extent that the beer industry is considered a part 
of the national heritage. Beer is often called ‘Liquid 
Bread’ for its tasty and nutritious qualities. The 
reason is obvious: Czech beer is among the best in 
the world. No surprise that the Czech Republic is 
known for its beer production and has the highest 
consumption of beer per capita in the world. 

Bohemian beers were originally top-fermented, dark 
and cloudy, and inconsistent in taste and quality. 
Beer was brewed in the kitchen, and various types 
of beer were served in the form of soup or drink 
with meat dishes. 

The people of Pilsen invented their own golden and 
clear beer in the 19th century, using paler malts, 
Pilsen’s soft water and hops from Žatec. Soon, 
exports of ‘Pilsner’ reached Paris and USA. From 
then on, as a result of many imitations, the term 
‘Pilsner’ means any pale lager. 

České Budějovice, known in German as Budweis, has 
given the world another dominant brand, Budweiser 
in 1785. The U.S. company Anheuser-Busch 
borrowed the name for its Budweiser.

Currently, there are 470 types of beer brewed in the 
country. Tradition and local patriotism allow even 
the smallest breweries to survive along with world-
renowned brands.

PRaguE CaSTlE

The history of Prague Castle (Pražský hrad in Czech) 
is closely connected with the history of the country. 
Everything that took place here was reflected in the 
politics, economy and culture of the Czech state. 
The imposing character of the whole Castle area and 
its exceptional location above the City of Prague 
create unity between the individual architectural 
styles.

This was the place of control of the region and  
the adjoining international routes. From about the 
9th century, the Castle was the centre of the  
Czech territory and has remained so for a  
thousand years.

The dominant feature is St. Vitus Cathedral, built 
around 925. Prague Castle’s golden age came 
during the reign of Charles IV. The construction of 
the Gothic Cathedral was interrupted by the Hussite 
Wars and was not completed until 1929. 

Prague Castle is the traditional residence of Czech 
rulers and, since 1918, the country’s presidents. 
Today, the crown jewels, the mortal remains of 
Bohemian kings, rare Christian relics, art treasures 
and historical documents can all be found there. 
Successive extensions and modifications steadily 
transformed the castle into a huge complex. 
According to the Guinness Book of Records, its 
length of 570 m and width of 130 m make it the 
largest castle in the world. 

Czech Republic
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VIkIng SHIPS

Denmark is known to the world as a Viking nation 
and the Viking ships are some of the most treasured 
and important historic landmarks of the country. 

The Danish Vikings built and used their ships to 
explore and conquer far parts of the world as well 
as to travel around Denmark, which is made up of 
450 islands and has a coastline of 7,314 km, almost 
equalling the coastline of India. The strong need for 
durable ships made the Vikings develop shipbuilding 
methods that later made them famous around the 
world. 

At the Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde outside of 
Copenhagen the five well-known “Skuldelev ships” 
are displayed. They date back to the second half 
of the 11th century and were excavated in 1962. 
The “Skuldelev ships” show five different types of 
ships which together give a unique impression of 

Viking shipbuilding skills and craftsmanship. It was 
during this period of time that the Vikings founded 
Denmark as a sea faring nation, and Denmark 
continues this proud tradition. Today, the Danish 
shipping industry provides every 10th sea carriage 
in the world, and 6 % of its private workforce is 
employed in the industry – all initiated by the 
Vikings and their ships more than 1,000 years ago. 

SMøRREBRød

In the Viking era stew, porridge and mead were part 
of daily food consumption. Today the Danes are 
famous for their traditional “smørrebrød” – open-
faced sandwich – consisting of a piece of buttered 
rye bread hidden under different kinds of meat 
or fish crowned with various kinds of toppings. 
“Smørrebrød” is often served with Danish beer and 
“snaps”, a traditional Danish spirits. For a long time 
the Danish dish has been considered old-fashioned 
and out-dated but in recent years the younger 
population has shown renewed interest, giving 
“smørrebrød” a big revival. 

In the past decade Danish cuisine has seen a 
blossoming in cooperation with other Nordic 
countries. The “New Nordic Cuisine” seeks purity, 
simplicity and freshness in cooking and emphasises 
the use of seasonal foods. The Danish restaurant 
NOMA – short for “nordisk mad”, meaning Nordic 
food – is built on these principles. It has been named 
best restaurant in the world three years in a row, 
most recently in 2012, and has been awarded two 
Michelin-stars. These are signs of a bright future for 
Danish cuisine, spreading the flavours of the New 
Nordic kitchen to a wider range of people, while 
combining old cooking traditions with a modern 
perspective.

Denmark
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nEuSCHWanSTEIn CaSTlE

Most of us have grown up on generous doses 
of fairy tales, picturing a castle set amidst tall 
mountains, clear blue skies and luscious greenery. 
One look at the Neuschwanstein Castle and one 
would believe those tales of childhood to be true, 
for the place looks like a castle from one of these 
stories.

One of the most popular palaces and castles in all of 
Europe, this castle of Ludwig II or the “fairytale king” 
is visited by as many as 1.3 mn. people every year. 
In summers, around 6,000 visitors a day stream 
through rooms that were intended for a single 
inhabitant. 

The Neuschwanstein Castle really looks like a 
fairytale castle. It is remarkable that it was built in 
the 19th century in Bavaria, in a time when castles 
no longer had strategic and defensive purposes.

While Neuschwanstein Castle looks medieval, it is 
said that it was prompted by the idea of rebuilding 
an existing ruin “in the authentic style of the old 
German knights’ castles”, as Ludwig wrote in a letter 
to Richard Wagner. 

The fairytale look of the Neuschwanstein castle has 
made it an ideal setting for many movies and also, 
reportedly, inspired the Sleeping Beauty Castle at 
the Hong Kong Disneyland. 

Neuschwanstein castle
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Statue of Wilhelm and Jacob Grimm in their birthplace of Hanau, 
by Syrius Eberle

THE gRIMM BROTHERS

Think of a fairytale and the chances are that the 
Brothers Grimm wrote it: Cinderella, Hansel and 
Gretel, Rapunzel, and Little Red Riding Hood, are 
just some of the names in the long list.

German linguists Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, also 
together called the Brothers Grimm, are among the 
most well-known personalities of Germany as well as 
most well-known storytellers of European folk tales. 

The brothers, who grew up in the German town 
of Hanau, spent most of their time in Kassel. They 
wanted to preserve German folklore and dedicated 
their lives to it. Their first collection of folk tales, 
called the “Children’s and Household Tales” was 
published in 1812 – making the year 2012 the 200th 
anniversary of the stories.

The brothers wrote more than two hundred stories 
and influenced generations of children’s writers. The 
popularity of the folk tales of the Grimm Brothers 
spread as stories were translated and adapted in 
popular Disney films. 

Less well known to the general public outside 
Germany is their work on a German dictionary.

Germany
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ESTOnIan SOng and danCE 
FESTIValS

Have you ever heard 18,000 voices singing at once? 
This emotional experience can be felt in Estonia 
(population 1.3 mn.) during the legendary Song 
Festival, which occurs in Tallinn, the capital. Every 
five years, tens of thousands of Estonians gather 
in the summertime to perform in or watch this 
enormous open-air choir concert, held at the Tallinn 
Song Festival Grounds with the participation of 
hundreds of choirs and thousands of singers. The 
total number of participants in the Song Festival can 
reach up to thirty thousand. The greatest number of 
people is on stage at once during the performance 
of the joined choirs, when 18,000 voices sing 
together and their powerful song touches even the 
most frigid Nordic disposition. The Song Festival’s 
repertoire is rehearsed for years in advance.

The Dance Festival, which is held on the same 
weekend as the Song Festival, is a complete dance 
performance with a specific theme. The dancers 
in their bright national costumes form colourful 
patterns on the dance field. These two festivals 
commence with a joint festive parade through  
the city.

In November 2003, UNESCO declared Estonia’s 
Song and Dance Festival tradition a masterpiece of 
the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.

E-ESTOnIa

“e-Estonia” is the term commonly used to describe 
Estonia’s emergence as one of the most advanced 
e-societies in the world – an incredible success 
story that grew out of the partnership of a forward-
thinking government, a pro-active ICT sector, and a 
switched-on, tech-savvy population. Thanks to this 
success, Estonians and the Estonian state enjoy a 
wide range of e-solutions that those living elsewhere 
can only dream about. For citizens of Estonia, 
e-services have become routine: e-elections, e-taxes, 
e-police, e-healthcare, e-banking and e-school. Most 
Estonians would not even consider doing things 
the old-fashioned way, like writing a cheque or 
physically visiting an office, when the process can 
easily be completed online. The e-state gives people 
freedom. Almost any activity can be taken care of 
over the internet in just a few clicks.

Estonia
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gOlF COuRSES

From internationally renowned courses to 
welcoming local clubs in every corner of the 
country, Ireland is a golfer’s paradise. It has more 
than 400 courses on the island including over 30% 
of the world’s links courses. From green parkland 
to rugged coastal links and everything in between, 
there is a course to suit every skill level from 
beginner to pro and, now more than ever before, 
every budget. The choice for golfers is simply 
staggering.

For those who prefer to spend their leisure time 
away from the golf course, Ireland boasts some 
of the world’s most stunning scenery as well as 
hundreds of historic monuments and, of course, its 
world-famous traditional music and hospitality. 

IRISH WHISkEY and BuSInESS

Whiskey was invented in Ireland and is one of its 
most famous exports. What may be less widely 
known is that Ireland is the world’s largest net 
exporter of pharmaceuticals and the second largest 
software exporter in the world. 

Ireland is also home to the European Headquarters 
of eight of the world’s top 10 information technology 
companies (including IBM, Intel, Microsoft, Google 
and Facebook), eight of the world’s top 10 
pharmaceutical companies and more than half of 
the world’s leading financial services firms. It is also 
a centre of excellence for such industries as cloud 
computing and the development of medical devices. 

Adare Manor and Golf Course, County Limerick, Ireland

The pot stills in the Old Jameson Distillery Dublin

Ireland
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Greece

lIFESTYlE BRandS-FaSHIOn

Greek fashion, the epitome of which is the goddess 
dress, has been around since ancient Greece and 
has inspired all important fashion creators from the 
beginning of the 20th century such as Madame 
de Grès and Madeleine Vionnet, to Balenciaga and 
Christian Dior. This influence has further extended 
to the major fashion house and designers of the 21st 
century like Giorgio Armani, Bottega Veneta, Oscar 
de la Renta etc.

THE PaRTHEnOn

Parthenon, the temple dedicated to Goddess 
Athena, the Patron of the city of Athens, was built 
during the golden age of Pericles. It is considered 
to be one of the greatest monuments of the world, 
symbolising democracy and Greece. The building of 
the Parthenon was supervised by the greatest artist 
of the time Pheidias, who used Pentelikon marble for 
his project, the same marble that was used for the 
construction of another masterpiece of architecture, 
this time in India itself, the Lotus Temple in  
New Delhi. 

alExandER

Alexander the Great, known as Sikandra (or 
Sikander) to the people of the Indian Subcontinent, 
was an invincible warrior king and the first Greek 
known to have set foot in India. Tutored by none 
other than Aristotle, he gained fame not only as one 
of the most successful commanders in history, but 
also for spreading throughout his empire - which 
stretched from the Ionian Sea to the Himalayas - 
the Greek culture and language and thus giving his 
name to a whole era known as the Hellenistic or  
Alexandrian years.

Greece has two Literature Nobel laureates, poets Georgios Seferis and Odysseas Elytis.

Greece is host to the International Olympic Academy, an institution dedicated to the spirit of Olympism that 
educates youth around the world. IOA awards a unique Master’s Degree in Olympic Studies, with a number 
of Indians attending the courses every year.
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FERRán adRIà

Cuisine as an artistic creation to delight the senses –
this is the way gastronomy is seen in Spain. A range 
of five-star culinary attractions offering a world of 
tastes, presentations, aromas, textures, colours...

The new Spanish chefs are artists in the kitchen 
and they have placed Spain at the forefront of 
international haute cuisine. Chef Ferrán Adrià’s 
flagship “El Bulli” was voted the best restaurant in 
the world a total of five times by the prestigious 
“Restaurant Magazine”. Today there are three 
Spanish restaurants in the top ten, and as many as 
seven restaurants have been awarded the maximum 
rating by the influential Michelin Guide. The hallmark 
of the work of these new culinary artists is their 
originality and innovation, combining the traditional 
Mediterranean cuisine with original and creative 
ideas.

Ferrán Adrià has for many years been the standard-
bearer of Spanish haute cuisine, and “El Bulli” has 
been considered by many to be the best in the 
world. However, in July 2011 he closed down the 
restaurant to take on a new and ambitious project: 
the El Bulli Foundation. The aim of this foundation is 
to create a centre for gastronomic creativity in order 
to spark new ideas in the kitchen and to share them 
at the international level.

THE SagRada FaMIlIa CaTHEdRal 
BaRCElOna

An unparalleled architectural gem, a unique creation 
that has become Barcelona’s most universal symbol, 
the Sagrada Familia Cathedral is the pinnacle of 
Antoni Gaudi’s creation, a monumental church 
comprised of shapes, towers, curves and complex, 
unique sculptures.

Soaring, vertical, stylised... it defies the heights. This 
is how the Sagrada Familia rises up towards the 
sky. It is Barcelona’s most visited building, a symbol 
of the Catalonian capital and the finest work of 
modernist architect Antoni Gaudí. The architect’s 
genius shines through in a huge building whose 
thousands of different elements come together in 
perfect harmony.

The Sagrada Familia is a grandiose work, 
architecturally complex and full of religious 
symbolism. Gaudí dedicated more than 40 years to 
the church, and, after his death in 1926, the project 
continued according to his original plans and 
drawings.

Stone, brick, tile and glass come together in 
unimaginable architectural designs. Religious 
sculptures, immense stained-glass windows and 
a host of decorative elements are fundamental to 
the work. Standing out, over all, are its impressive 
towers, more than 100 metres high. They force you 
to look upwards in order to take in this massive 
church, which, once completed, will have 18 towers, 
its highest reaching 170 metres.

Spain
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a COMMITMEnT TO  
TECHnOlOgY and EduCaTIOn

For centuries, France has revered learning and paid 
tribute to the work of scientists and engineers. Its 
sovereignty, independence, and ability to rise to 
global challenges all depend on science, technology 
and innovation.

With this firm belief, France has invested in all high 
technology sectors and promotes a similar European 
approach. Space, defence, transport, energy, urban 
services are some of the areas in which France has 
promising cooperation, especially with India.

The excellence of French higher education 
is recognised throughout the world: French 
institutions, such as Ecole Normale Supérieure, 
Ecole Polytechnique, Sciences Po, HEC or INSEAD 
figure prominently in the Shanghai Classification of 
Universities, the Financial Times and Times Higher 
Education rankings, and the European Report 
on Science and Technologies published by the 
European Commission. 

Developing university, scientific and technological 
cooperation with India is also a priority for France. 
Around 3,000 Indian students are enrolled in 
French universities, a figure that is on an upward 
trajectory as it has more than doubled over the 
past five years. In concrete terms, this cooperation 
comprises scholarship programmes and numerous 
partnerships between Indian and French institutions. 
Management, Business, Engineering, Life Sciences, 
Mathematics and Physical Sciences are the main 
fields of interest for Indian students.

Scientific and technological cooperation is another 
key area. Such cooperation is rooted in institutes 
of high standards promoting collaborative projects 
between French and Indian researchers and 
scientists, such as CEFIPRA (Indo-French Centre 
for the Promotion of Advanced Research), which 
celebrated its twenty-fifth year in February 2012. 

France

THE FREnCH IdEnTITY

France combines a strong identity with the great 
diversity of its cities and its countryside, which is 
the legacy of history. Beyond greater Paris, with its 
12 mn. inhabitants and its vivid cultural, intellectual 
and economic life, a rich cultural diversity thrives in 
the French regions and cities: Lyon and Marseille as 
well as the splendid cities of Bordeaux, Toulouse, 
Strasbourg and Nice.

For the past five years, France has steadily ranked 
among the world’s top countries for its quality of 
life. It is the leading global destination for tourists, 
who come to discover this country situated at the 
European crossroads.

The relations between France and India stem from 
deep-rooted cultural attraction, the legacy of 
history, and a fascination for each other’s cultures 
that dates back centuries. The two countries thus 
share the same references and values, enshrined in 
their respective constitutions. 
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Croatia

duBROVnIk

Known as the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic’, the old city of 
Dubrovnik is one of the most prominent Croatian 
tourist destinations. Famous for its well-preserved 
city walls, Renaissance old city, palaces, churches 
and stone buildings, Dubrovnik has been included 
in 1979 on the UNESCO World Heritage list. Once 
the rival of Venice, the Republic of Dubrovnik, 
abolished by Napoleon in 1808, had been, since 
1358, a prosperous independent territory respected 
for its dynamic maritime trade in the Mediterranean 
and beyond. Supported by its wealth and skilled 
diplomacy, the city achieved a high level of 
development, particularly during the 15th and 16th 
centuries. This is reflected by the fact that the 
Statute of Dubrovnik from 1272 is considered the 
oldest document in the world to regulate maritime 
law. Moreover, Dubrovnik has had a municipal 
medical service since 1301 and opened, in 1317, the 
first pharmacy in Europe which is still operating. 
But the most emblematic example is perhaps that, 
on 27 January 1416, Dubrovnik became one of the 
first places in Europe to abolish slavery and slave 
trading. Because of its reputation of tolerance, many 
Jews found refuge in the Croatian city, since the 14th 
century. As a consequence, Dubrovnik is home to 
the oldest Sephardic synagogue in the world and 
the second oldest synagogue in Europe.

THE nECkTIE

Did you know that the necktie 
is of Croatian origin? This 
nowadays essential article of 
clothing of any gentlemen’s 
wardrobe actually finds its 
origin in the finely crafted 
strip of fabric once worn by 
Croatian cavalrymen in the 
service of the kings of France 
in the 17th century during 
the Thirty Years War (1618–
1648). These soldiers were 
integrated in the new cavalry 
regiment “Royal-Croate”, which 
became the “Royal-Cravate” under Louis XIV. In 
that time, Croatian soldiers brought to Paris their 
traditional neckerchiefs, knotted with refinement 
“in the Croatian Manner”, which soon seduced the 
French officers. After being adopted by the court 
of Versailles for its elegance and originality, the 
cravat conquered Paris, and soon ignited a fashion 
craze in Britain, across Europe and overseas. The 
word cravat, synonym of necktie, is simply the 
Frenchified form of “Croat” (“Hrvat” in Croatian). 
The French writer Honoré de Balzac himself reminds 
us that Croatia is the homeland of the cravat in 
his novel The Magic Skin, describing “well-curled, 
pretty, sportive youths, cravated in a way to drive 
all Croatia to despair”. No wonder then that the 
Croatian Parliament took the initiative of proclaiming 
an International Day of the Necktie (18 October). 

Picture sources:
http://www.cosy.sbg.ac.at/~zzspri/lifestories/Cravatte/Cravatte.html
http://austenauthors.net/mens-regency-fashion-the-cravat/croatian-soldier
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Italy
tHe reStOreD  
“LeaNING tOWer” OF PISa 

Italy, the land of art, has the highest number of 
World Cultural Heritage sites. Among them is the 
famous Leaning Tower of Pisa. Known worldwide 
for its eye catching ‘tilt’, the Tower is set in the 
monumental square of Piazza del Duomo, and was 
intended to be its bell tower. 

The Leaning Tower is hollow, and made from 32,400 
blocks of marble which were transported from 
areas near Pisa via an artificial canal built in 1160. 
The marble from San Giuliano, a very hard stone 
which comes in several tones from gray to white 
and yellow to pale pink, was used to cover the outer 
portion of the Tower while ‘Breccia’ from Agnano, a 
lighter quality of marble, was selected to cover its 
inner part. For the decorative stripes on the external 
part of the Tower, dark grey limestone was used. 
Bonanno Pisano laid the Tower’s foundation on 
the 9th of August 1173. Due to three different soil 
stratifications the Tower began immediately to 
tilt towards the south. In 1272, Giovanni di Simone 
reopened the construction site and in less than six 
years the seventh cornice of the Tower was built. 
However, since nothing could be done to stop the 
‘tilting’, in 1278 he gave up. In 1360, Tommaso di 
Andrea Pisano took over and completed the Tower 
by 1370. The ‘tilt’ continued till 1990 when the 
structure was stabilised through reinforcement and 
restoration, and the ‘tilt’ partially corrected. 

a Great ItaLIaN aUtHOr:  
UMbertO eCO

Umberto Eco was born in 1932 in Alessandria, a 
city in the Piedmont Region of northwest Italy. He 
is an internationally renowned novelist and scholar 
specialised in semiotics. Enrolled in Law School, 
Eco decided to pursue his passion for Medieval 
Philosophy and Literature, and earned a Doctorate 
in Philosophy in 1954 with a thesis based on St. 
Thomas Aquinas. In 1956 he published Il problema 
estetico in San Tommaso, and began lecturing in 
many Italian universities. He has created a network 
of avant-garde writers, musicians and painters. 
Among his many successful books are ‘The Name 
of The Rose’ and ‘Foucault’s Pendulum’. His books 
have been translated into more than 44 languages. 
Eco has been awarded over 30 academic degrees 
“Honoris Causa” and won 18 literary prizes. “Books 
are not made to be believed, but to be subjected to 
inquiry. When we consider a book, we mustn’t ask 
ourselves what it says but what it means...”……“Then 
why do you want to know?” “Because learning does 
not consist only of knowing what we must or what 
we can do, but also of knowing what we could do 
and perhaps should not do.” (Umberto Eco, The 
Name of the Rose).
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kOuRIOn THEaTRE

19 km west of Lemesos on the road to Pafos, an 
important ancient city-kingdom, is the Kourion 
Theatre, one of the most spectacular archaeological 
sites on the Island. The magnificent Greco-Roman 
Theatre was originally built in the 2nd century BC 
and is now used for music and theatre. The house 
of Eustolios became a public recreation centre 
during the early Christian period. The early Christian 
basilica dates to the 5th century. The house of 
Achilles and the House of the Gladiators have 
beautiful mosaic floors, and the Nymphaeum is an 
elegant Roman structure. The Stadium is dated to 
the 2nd century AD. 

Visiting hours: Daily: 08:00-17:00 (November-
March); 08:00-18:00 (April-May, September-
October); 08:00-19:30 (June-August).

TRuE MEdITERRanEan CuISInE

The local cuisine in Cyprus is based on classic 
elements of the Mediterranean diet, which include 
fresh fruits and vegetables, olive oil, and often 
seafood. Vegetarian meze abound: from elies 
tsakistes, or cracked green olives with coriander 
seeds, lemon and crushed garlic, to kolokotes, 
small pastries stuffed with red pumpkin, raisins and 
cracked wheat pilaf and myriad plates of simply 
cooked fresh vegetables like moungra (pickled 
cauliflower), pickled beets and roast potatoes. 
Seafood includes fangri, or sea bream, red mullet 
and more. Heartier appetites will be satiated by the 
likes of fresh moussakas, stifado (a rich beef and 
onion stew), and ofto kleftiko, a Cypriot speciality 

foil-wrapped lamb baked with Mediterranean herbs 
in a sealed oven.

Halloumi is the signature cheese and everyday 
delicacy of Cyprus. This is a firm cheese made from 
the milk of thyme-fed sheep, often served grilled 
(the cheese doesn’t melt). Gaining in popularity 
abroad, it’s regularly served in Cypriot restaurants.

Delicious on its own, it’s often paired with the likes 
of grilled vegetables or fresh-cut watermelon slices. 
Cyprus is famous for its grapes, and the best local 
desserts are fruit or almonds in grape juice served 
with Cypriot-style coffee. But it’s hard to resist a 
plate of baklava or piping hot loukoumades –  
mini-doughnuts in honey syrup.
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Latvia

Rīga

When visiting Latvia, you will probably come to its 
capital, Rīga. The first landmark of the country you 
will see will be the silhouette of Old Rīga. Formed 
since the 13th century, the silhouette of Old Rīga 
has been declared a site of European cultural 
significance. Although many of its highlights have 
been destroyed or damaged over time, they have 
always been rebuilt. 

If you make your way through Old Rīga deeper 
into the city centre, you will find the Monument 
of Freedom. It was unveiled in 1935, honouring 
the soldiers killed during the Latvian War of 
Independence (1918–1920). It was built using 
donations of the Latvian people and symbolises 
the freedom and sovereignty of Latvia. Honour 
guards stand at the base of the monument  
every day. 

Monument of Freedom River Daugawa Bread

Silhouette of Old Riga 

daugaVa RIVER

But, of course, to get the feel of the country, one 
must travel it in its entirety. Another landmark not to 
miss is the meanders of the Upper Daugava - Latvia’s 
longest river. Its valley, with nine unique meanders 
formed 13-15 thousand years ago, is a depositary of 
outstanding values of biodiversity and landscapes, 
reflecting historical and cultural significance. 

RuPjMaIzE

If you’ve gotten hungry over the way to Latvia, 
we’ve got you covered! Nothing beats rupjmaize 
when one needs to restore ones strength. Traditional 
Latvian rye bread or rupjmaize is as unique as it 
is tasty and healthy. It is still baked using ancient 
recipes. Latvian rye bread has been praised in the 
Gourmet Magazine by its former editor-in-chief Ruth 
Reichl: “This is powerful stuff that reminds you of 
why bread is called ‘the staff of life.’ I am pretty sure 
you could live on it alonemn..”.
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Lithuania

CuROnIan SPIT

The Lithuanian seaside is the place where unexpectedly 
one comes across the largest mass of shifting sand 
dunes in Europe – Curonian Spit Dunes - a sort of 
European Sahara. Several films featuring Sahara were 
actually shot there! Curonian Spit is the narrow spit 
of sandy land squeezed between the Baltic Sea and 
the Curonian sweet water lagoon. One gets there by a 
short ferry trip from Klaipėda, the port city of Lithuania.

The shifting dunes used to bury entire villages, but 
the people of this area – poor fishing communities 
- would refuse to move out. Fighting the sand, they 
would simply settle next to their buried homes 
to establish another inhospitable settlement. To 
make the area livable, special mountain pines were 
introduced to curb the travel of the dunes. But still 
large areas of unbridled sand remain, making for an 
extraordinary sight and experience.

Curonian Spit today is the best resort of Lithuania, 
declared a UNESCO World Natural Site. Visitors can 
stay in four tiny charming townships separated by 
sand dunes, dotted with old wooden houses. The 
place attracts fishing enthusiasts, sea sports lovers, 
artists, musicians. And everyone who has been there 
agrees that it is a very special experience, not only 
in summer: there is nothing more beautiful than the 
majestic sand dunes decorated with a sprinkling of 
silver snow!

aMBER

Amber is the gold of Lithuania - a pine resin that 
developed over 50 mn. years to equal the value 
of a gemstone. Amber tells you that impassable 

Photo © Linas MickeviciusSand dunes
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forests of huge pine trees grew where there is now 
the Baltic Sea. The most valued pieces of amber 
contain the memories and proof of life in the forest – 
insects fossilised forever in the pine resin. The colour 
of honey is the most popular colour of Baltic Sea 
amber, but one can come across shades of white, 
green, orange and even blue.

Amber was a valued commodity for the territories of 
the Lithuanian tribes, and later for the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania. Reconstructed trade routes prove that 
amber travelled as far as Ancient Rome and India. 
Lithuanians decorated themselves with amber jewellery 
and it remains a part of the national costume. Amber 
incense became part of Catholic Church rituals; and 
amber is also known for its healing powers.

Now a trip to Lithuania is never complete without 
picking up some amber from numerous small shops: 
pieces of jewellery, or sculpted objects. But the best 
finds are in the early morning walks by the sea after 
a stormy night – you can actually pick up your own 
amber pieces washed ashore by the waves.
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Luxembourg

Corniche Grund Château de Vianden 
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Vieille Ville 

THE FORTIFICaTIOnS OF luxEMBOuRg 
CITY and THE CaSTlE OF VIandEn 

Among Luxembourg’s main attractions are the 
remains of the fortifications of Luxembourg City and 
the numerous well preserved castles.

Whilst the fortress of the City of Luxembourg 
was a true textbook example of European military 
architecture, it has changed hands many times 
over its existence. Italian, Spanish, Belgian, French, 
Austrian, Dutch and Prussian engineers have been 
involved in progressively extending the fortifications 
of this stronghold. Traces of their work remain, and 
what traces! Since 1994, the fortifications and the 
old city have been classed as a UNESCO world 
heritage site. An extraordinary network of 23 km of 
underground galleries, the famous casemates, which 
were carved from the city’s rocks constitute the 
city’s main attraction.

Luxembourg is the land of castles. About 75 of the 
110 castles that existed during the Middle Ages still 
stand today, most of which are open to the public. 
One of the most impressive is the Castle of Vianden 
which was constructed between the 11th and 14th 
centuries. It is one of the largest and most beautiful 
feudal residences of the romanesque and gothic 
periods in Europe.

State, HRH Grand Duke Henri, is the youngest 
European Monarch.

The linguistic situation is special, as there are three 
official languages in Luxembourg: Lëtzebuergesch, 
French and German. Lëtzebuergesch was 
established as the administrative and judicial 
language only in 1984, although it had been the 
vernacular language and a symbol of the national 
identity well before that. French and German are 
the other official languages; they are also commonly 
used in the administration and judicial system, as 
well as in the print media, and are taught in school 
from an early age onwards. Although both German 
and French are used in the press, in political and in 
religious life, French is the official language of the 
administration, jurisdiction and legislation.

Luxembourg is also the world’s 8th largest banking 
centre and the world’s 2nd biggest investment  
fund centre.

Luxembourg is a founding member of a number of 
major multilateral cooperation organisations such as 
the United Nations, NATO, OECD, and the European 
Union, reflecting its political consensus in favour 
of economic, political, and military integration. 
Luxembourg City, the country’s capital and largest 
city, is also the seat of several EU institutions and 
agencies.

Grand-Duc Henri 

Luxembourg is the only 
Grand Duchy in the world. 
The country measures 82 
km (max North-South) by 
57 km (max East-West) 
and has a population of just 
over 500,000. The number 
of foreign residents in the 
Grand Duchy exceeds 43% 
of the population. It is 
the highest proportion of 
foreigners compared to any 
other EU country.

Luxembourg’s Head of 
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WORld HERITagE SITES In 
HungaRY

The Danube banks, Castle District and 
Andrássy út in Budapest, Pannonhalma, 
Hollókő, Hortobágy, Lake Fertő and its natural 
surroundings, the Early Christian Necropolis in Pécs 
and, last but not least, the Tokaj wine region are the 
outstanding, unique cultural and natural assets of 
Hungary, which have been included in the World 
Heritage List.

Divided by the Danube, Budapest offers a unique 
reflection of thousand years of history. Its ancient 
kernel was declared a World Heritage Site in 1987. 
The hilly Buda, which had been a separate town until 
1873, offers a magnificent panoramic view to visitors 
with its medieval Castle District, Saint Gerard Hill, 
the Citadel and the famous Saint Gerard Spa. The 
riverbank of the flat Pest side, features a number of 
magnificent architectural monuments, including the 
Parliament, the Redoute, the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences, and Gresham Palace. A few years later 
in 2002, the Pest side earned new World Heritage 
sites: Andrássy út, an avenue lined with mansions, 
Heroes’ Square and the Millennium Underground, 
the first of its kind in mainland Europe, were also put 
on the list of protected sites. 

Hungary’s protected natural assets include the 
unique Caves of Aggtelek Karst and Slovak Karst, 
which are underneath the Hungarian-Slovakian 
border. Of the 712 caves, inside a labyrinth 220-
240 million years of age, 273 are accessible from 
Hungary. The most famous one is the 25 km long 
Baradla-Domica cave system, which is home 
to countless rare animal and plant species. The 

underground area is not 
only rich in dripstones, 
but also important 
from a geographic, 
biological, archaeological, 
and palaeontological 
perspective. Research 
has repeatedly shown 
that pre-historic man 
inhabited these caves, 
which offer visitors a high 
number of special experiences.

Towering out of Hungary’s Little Plain, the 
Archabbey of Pannonhalma, was declared a world 
heritage site on the millennium of its foundation. 
The place, which has been home to the followers 
of Saint Benedict since 996 is still one of the most 
important centres of Christian religion and ideology 
in Hungary. The Benedictine order has played 
a key role in preserving culture and spreading 
Catholicism ever since the early Middle Ages, as 
is testified by the monastery’s rich collection. The 
abbey is not only a denominational and educational 
centre; it also houses the world’s richest and largest 
Benedictine library. The monastery’s unique treasury 
and collection of antiquities and artworks also 
contributed to the acquisition of the noble title.

Hungary



The European Union and India: 50 Years of Partnership 42

Malta
VallETTa - CITTà uMIlISSIMa

Most capital cities constitute the political, economic, 
cultural and commercial nerve centre of a country. 
And so does Valletta, the capital city of Malta. In 
addition, Valletta is a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
with some 320 monuments concentrated in a space 
of 55 hectares. The city is pre-eminently an ideal 
creation of the late Renaissance with its uniform 
urban plan and its fortified and bastioned walls. 

Once the headquarters of the Knights of St. John 
of Jerusalem, the city dominates the two ports of 
Grand Harbour and Marsamxett Harbour and hosts 
several churches, palaces and theatres which are 
fine examples of baroque architecture. This,  
together with small landscaped gardens, open-
air restaurants and cafes lend a rich and vibrant 
character to the city. 

Unlike many cities that are allowed to grow 
and sprawl randomly, the city of Valletta, with 
a residing population of approximately 6000 
people, was planned right down to the detail of the 
embellishments of its corner buildings. 

Valletta has been nominated for the European 
capital of Culture 2018. In the meantime, citizens, 
designers, artists, urban planners and architects are 
contributing towards the rethinking of Valletta as a 
creative city and finding ways to conserve the past 
by giving it a contemporary calling. 
http://www.valletta2018.org/

MalTa – an uP-and-COMIng WInE-
PROduCIng COunTRY

Wine has been produced in Malta since at least 
Roman times. But it was under the Knights of St. 
John, who ruled the islands from 1530 to 1798, that 
vine growing proliferated. Nevertheless, it is only 
over the past decade or so that Malta is increasingly 
being recognised by many in the wine trade as 
one of the next “up-and-coming” wine-producing 
country.

Two indigenous grape varieties, Gellewza (red and 
award winning rose) and Ghirghentina (white), 
produce some excellent wines of distinct body 
and flavour. International grape varieties such 
as Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Chenin 
Blanc, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Grigio, 
Moscato etc. are also grown in Malta and these allow 
considerable diversification of the types of wines 
produced. 

The high standards of Maltese wines are partly 
attributed to Malta’s favourable climatic conditions 
but also to the stringent controls of various aspects 
of viticulture and oenological practices by experts, 
to ensure that the optimum level of quality is 
achieved. This has led to a number of Maltese 
vintages winning accolades in France, UK, Italy and 
further afield. Maltese quality wines are elegant 
with rich, ripe concentrated depth of flavour and 
constitute excellent food accompaniment. 
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THE duTCH dElTa SYSTEM:  
TaMIng THE FlOOdS

The Netherlands has gained the reputation of 
the undisputed champion of water management, 
serving as a major source of inspiration for the rest 
of the world. ‘One of the seven modern wonders 
of the world’ is how the American Society of Civil 
Engineers refers to the Dutch Delta Project, the 
system of coastal defences that protects from  
high tides. 

Following the disastrous flood of 1953, when the 
sea water poured over the dykes and inundated the 
polders or low-lying lands, drowning a lot of people, 
innovative solutions were introduced to combat the 
fury of water. The principle is simple: as soon as the 
water reaches the danger mark, the gates of the 
dykes are closed so that the floodwaters cannot 
enter in. Huge concrete pillars support the storm 
surge barrier. They in turn stand on mats laid on the 
sea-bed. The hydraulic cylinders that control the 
floodgates are also a miracle of technology. They 
not only raise the gates, but can also lower them if 
necessary. The Netherlands is proud of this unique 
feat of innovative engineering. 

THE RIETVEld CHaIR and duTCH 
CREaTIVE InduSTRIES

The famous chair in the picture has been designed 
by Gerrit Rietveld, a Dutch architect, graphic 
designer and furniture designer. This is an icon of 
The Netherlands’ design heritage. 

The Netherlands is known for its highly developed 
creative industry, which is currently gaining 
considerable international acclaim and has 
particularly strong profiles in the following areas: 
interior design, gaming, fashion, and architecture. 
Well-known figures in these fields include Viktor & 
Rolf - the iconic Dutch fashion designers, architect 
Rem Koolhaas, illustrator Dick Bruna and DJ/
producers Armin van Buuren and Tiësto, amongst 
others. They exemplify the strengths of Dutch 
design: pragmatic, open-minded, conceptual, out-of-
the-box, and adhering to the principle ‘less is more’. 
Eindhoven, the technological heart of the nation, 
is home to the Design Academy and declared the 
‘School of Cool’ by Time Magazine. Many other 
schools in the Netherlands offer world-class design 
education.

The Netherlands creative industry is ranked 
amongst the top ten of the world in terms of its 
€7.1 bn. (approx. 49,000 crore) turnover. The Dutch 
government strengthens its international position 
with strategic programs, aimed at building long-
lasting partnerships, for example between influential 
stakeholders in the Indian and Dutch creative 
industries. Most recently, the Dutch Design Fashion 
Architecture (www.dutchdfa.com) programme 
supported the Dutch Fashion Here & Now India 
project, in which top designers and artists from both 
countries joined forces.

The Netherlands
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Austria

SalzBuRg Old TOWn

Situated in Central Europe, natural beauty 
and cultural variety make Austria a small but 
multifaceted jewel in the heart of Europe. The 
city of Salzburg – and especially its historic city 
centre – mirrors this unique Austrian charm. It is 
not only well-known as the birthplace of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and the film location of “The 
Sound of Music”, but also internationally renowned 
for its architecture. It has one of the best-preserved 
city centres north of the Alps. A walk through 
the countless narrow streets features buildings 
from the Middle Ages, Romanesque, Baroque and 
Renaissance periods as well as the elegant classical 
bourgeois houses dating from the monarchy. The 
Old Town sits on the bank of the River Salzach 
where ancient Roman settlements were once 
located. Among its marvellous old churches, is the 
Hohensalzburg Fortress which was built in 1077 and 
is entirely preserved. In 1997, Salzburg Old Town was 
recognised as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

VIEnnESE COFFEE HOuSE CulTuRE

“The [Viennese] Coffee Houses are a place where 
time and space are consumed, but only the coffee 
is found on the bill.” (UNESCO statement, National 
Agency for the Intangible Cultural Heritage)

The tradition of the Viennese Coffee House Culture 
goes back to the end of the 17th century. The 
Coffee Houses have a distinct atmosphere. Typical 
for Viennese Coffee Houses are marble tabletops, 
Thonet chairs, boxes (loges), newspaper tables and 
interior design details in the style of Historicism. 
Along with coffee, one can enjoy the famous Sacher 

chocolate cake, a piece of apple strudel or other 
traditional Austrian desserts which figure among 
the top choices of every Coffee House in the town. 
Chatting with friends, reading a book, discussing the 
latest news and staying on even for several hours is 
part of Vienna’s Coffee House Culture.

In the late 19th and early 20th century, leading 
intellectuals of the time became attached to the 
atmosphere of Viennese cafés and made them 
their preferred place of work and leisure. Among 
the most famous coffee house patrons were artists, 
scientists and politicians of the time such as Peter 
Altenberg, Arthur Schnitzler, Stefan Zweig, Gustav 
Klimt and even Leon Trotsky. 

Since October 2011 the “Viennese Coffee House 
Culture” is listed as an “Intangible Cultural 
Heritage” in the Austrian inventory of the 
“National Agency for the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage”, a part of UNESCO.

Salzburg
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gdańSk

Poland is a country of mixed cultures and many 
attractions. One can find everything here: alpine 
style landscape, wide beaches, clean lakes, deep 
forests, medieval castles, and friendly, hospitable 
people. Gdańsk in the North is a major economic, 
cultural and tourist centre situated on the Polish 
coast. Using the original town plans from 1343, 
the Poles have recreated the original Hanseatic 
architecture down to the finest detail after World 
War II. The town centre has three quarters, and once 
inside the town walls, you will find some of North 
Europe’s most charming streets. What is truly worth 
seeing is the large Gothic St. Mary’s church from 
1502 which can house 25,000 people. 

Gdańsk is also the birthplace of the new Central 
Europe. The wind of changes started blowing here 
with organised strikes by the Lenin shipyard workers 
and the foundation of the very first free labour 
movement “Solidarity”, led by Lech Walesa. That’s 
why it is also called the City of Freedom.

Gdańsk is and has 
always been a port 
town closely related 
to the sea. To this 
day, yachts from all 
over the world sail 
into the heart of the 
Old Town to moor at 
its floating marina. 
Enthusiasts have at 
their disposal 23 km 
of clean beaches, 
three organised 
swimming areas and 
a 130 m pier. 

For years, this 
capital city of 
Pomerania has 
also been a 
popular venue 
for international 
meetings of policy 
makers, business 
people, scientists 
and artists – 
an initiator of 
many important 
undertakings and 
momentous events. 
The Dominican Fair, 
which dates to 1260, 
draws thousands 
of merchants, 
artists and other 
guests from all over 
Europe.

WaRSaW

Warsaw is a city of pleasant surprises. Whether you 
come for a business trip, or as a tourist, you will not 
be bored. Warsaw is sincerely worth getting to know 
and falling in love with.

Warsaw, the passionate heart of Europe, is a city 
of extremes - old and new. Historical buildings 
stand next to communistic and very modern  
ones made of glass and steel. After your first 
stroll, you will see that Warsaw looks sure to 
become one of Europe’s most eclectic and 
interesting cities. Its most beautiful historic 
buildings lie along the historical Royal Route: 
tenement houses, palaces, churches, and 
monuments as well as the seats of state 
authorities and schools of higher education. 

The post-war reconstruction of the Old Town, 
unprecedented on a European scale, gained 
the appreciation of UNESCO. In 1980, the whole 
city-centre complex was included on the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage List.

If you believe that a good way to get to know a 
place is by tasting its regional specialities, then 
you cannot make a better choice than eating 
out in Warsaw. It has many restaurants, and 
besides delicious Polish cuisine, you will also find 
numerous places serving international food. If 
you are looking for a more spiritual experience, 
then you will not be disappointed: there are 
many museums, art galleries, theatres and 
cinemas waiting for you. The city also hosts many 
renowned worldwide events and music festivals, 
ranging from classical to jazz and hip-hop.

Poland
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Portugal

THE dOuRO VallEY

The Douro region is one of the finest in the world. 
Undulating landscapes of vines that turn from 
summer green to fiery red in autumn; attractive, 
peaceful towns; and castles from the times of the 
Christian Reconquest are all part of your drive 
through the Douro Valley. 

Douro is the oldest established wine-producing 
region in the world, after the Marquis of Pombal 
authorised the area’s demarcation for wine 
production in 1756. Between Barqueiros and Barca 
d’Alva the wild valley slopes were tamed by terraces 
of Port vines. The landscape was first shaped by the 
river Douro itself, and moulded over the centuries by 
human activities.

The components of the landscape are representative 
of the full range of activities association with 
wine making – terraces, quintas (wine-producing 
farm complexes), villages, chapels and roads. And 
today, three hundred years later, the wines of the 

Upper Douro still garner top prizes in international 
competitions.

It is worth seeing this UNESCO World Heritage 
landscape from its outstanding viewing points by 
either climbing up to S Leonardo da Galafura, a 
sacred and mythical place, or observing the river 
from the panoramic terrace of the Casal de Loivos’ 
manor house, a view which was considered by the 
BBC to be one of the finest in the world.

InnOVaTIOn and InduSTRY

Knowledge, technology and innovation are among 
the main drivers of the changes which are going 
in Portugal. The country is constantly preparing 
itself for the global market. An Agreement with 
the MIT, concluded in 2008, provides for long-term 
collaboration to expand research and education 
in Portugal in the emerging field of engineering 
systems, and aims to generate a strong social and 
economic impact in areas such as energy, transport, 
information systems and telecommunications. 
‘Partnerships for the Future’ is another program, 
which brings together Portuguese and international 
institutions of excellence, like the Carnegie Mellon 
University, the University of Texas in Austin, or the 
Fraunhofer Gesellschaft in Germany. With these 
initiatives, human resources have become more 
qualified in recent years, and business investment in 
R&D has increased.

The Portuguese economy has moved from high 
dependence on textiles, footwear and others 
traditional sectors to new sectors incorporating 
high technology: motor vehicles and components, 
electronics, pharmaceuticals, renewable energies, 
moulded plastic, electric mobility and components 
for the aeronautical industry.

View of valley from mountain top 
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THE danuBE dElTa

The Danube Delta Biosphere Reservation is the 
third richest in the world in terms of biodiversity 
- a paradise of birds, fish and rare flowers, and 
a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1990. This 
wonderful and mysterious wetland occupies 3,510 
square km in eastern Romania, where the Danube 
flows into the Black Sea. It hosts over 7,000 plant 
and animal species. Almost 70% of the delta’s 
vegetation grows in reeds and rushes, some of them 
forming floating islands.

The Danube delta’s fame comes mainly from its bird 
population, comprising 341 species. It is home to 
huge colonies of pelicans (see picture), a bird that is 
one of the closest living relations to dinosaurs. The 
Reservation is Romania’s most important area for 
fish farming with 135 species being raised, including 
the sturgeon. During the spring and autumn 
migration, the Danube delta is a rest area for several 
million birds, especially ducks, storks, and countless 
species of birds of prey. The Popina Island is one of 
their “summer homes”.
 
The Letea and Caraorman forests have fairy tale 
landscapes with many of their trees growing from 
water. They are rich in creeping plants which give an 
exotic aspect to the place. Among the secular oaks, 
about 2,000 wild horses live in the Letea Forest.

MIRCEa ElIadE

Mircea Eliade (1907-1986) 
is a world-famous historian 
of religions, writer and 
philosopher and, above all, 
the Romanian personality 
who opened the doors 
to India for the Romanian 
people. From a young age 
he was fascinated by Indian 
philosophy and religion. 
This interest took him to 
India from 1928 to 1931, 
with a scholarship from 
a local Maharaja, to study Sanskrit, Bengali and 
Indian darshana, especially the theory of yoga 
with Surendranath Dasgupta at the University of 
Calcutta, and practical yoga with Swami Shivananda 
in an ashram in Rishikesh. In 1933 he received his 
doctorate with a dissertation titled Yoga: an Essay 
on the Origins of Indian Mystics. Eliade developed 
his thesis in an original way, integrating yoga into 
European religious and philosophical models.

Shortly after his return from India he wrote Maitreyi 
(or “Bengal Nights”), a novel based partially on 
his Indian experience, which was released to great 
critical and popular acclaim. Other important literary 
works inspired by India are the collection of travel 
stories from India entitled “India” and the first 
volume of his Memoires. Among the main academic 
works in which India plays an important part are 
Images and Symbols and the monumental A History 
of Religious Ideas.
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From the archives of 
the National Museum of 
Romania Literature

Romania
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Slovenia

THE ŠkOCjan CaVES

Slovenia’s greatness comes in inspiring details. 
Although small it is incredibly diverse. Mysterious 
caves and other Karst phenomena are unique 
and fascinating landmarks of Slovenia. While 
there are more than 7,000 caves in Slovenia, an 
exceptional underground gorge and a number of 
vast underground chambers give those in Škocjan a 
special place.
 
The Škocjan Caves are composed of a system of 
eleven interconnected caves, flat-floored valleys 
extending over collapsed dolines, natural bridges 
and sinkholes. The caves have been a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site since 1986. 

The caves lie in the heart of the Karst region where 
the word “Karst”, used by geologists all over the 
world to describe features caused by the dissolving 
of limestone rocks by mildly acidic water, originates. 
They are adorned with marvellous multicoloured 
stalactites, stone curtains and broad rim stone 
pools. The Reka River, which gives the caves their 
basic features, still cascades through the grand 
underground gorge, tumbling over rock walls 
and finally coming to rest in small lakes. Visitors 
stand amazed and delighted as they gaze into 
the calm water, which throws back reflections of 
the fascinating underground world of the Karst. A 
visit to the cave with its grand canyon and Karst 
phenomena promises a unique experience.

SlOVEnIan SCIEnCE 

Slovenia has contributed many inventions to the 
world and many Slovenian scientists have become 
internationally recognised. One of them is Herman 
Potočnik Noordung, pioneer of rocket and space 
science and author of the book The Problem 
of Space Travel. The book was published in the 
German language in 1928. In the following decades, 
it became compulsory reading for Russian, German 
and American space technology experts.

... and there would be an observatory in the open 
space and far above the atmosphere, whose 
height would be 35 900 000 metres’. If this “space 
observatory” were positioned above the Berlin 
Meridian, for example, it could be permanently 
visible at the point reached by the Sun at noon in 
mid-August’, he wrote. His ideas inspired Arthur C. 
Clark and artists like Stanley Kubrick and Dragan 
Živadinov. 

Herman Potočnik Noordung was born on 22 
December 1892 in Pula, which was then a town 
in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He is now 
commemorated by a permanent exhibition in the 
Cultural Centre of European Space Technologies 
in Vitanje, Slovenia; but there is also a quicker way 
to remember him: look into the starry night sky in 
which a satellite can be observed. Geostationary 
satellites and manned space stations are Potočnik’s 
two most prominent theoretical achievements. 

Skocjan Caves 
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andY WaRHOl

andy Warhol was one of the 
most famous artists of the 
20th century. He introduced 
Pop Art to the world, and 
was the first artist to use 
a photographic silk-screen 
technique in his work. 

His parents, originally from the village of 
Medzilaborce, in the Northeast of Slovakia, went 
over to America to seek their fortune like so many 
other Slovaks at that time. Starting out as an 
illustrator in the 1950s, he produced many different 
advertisements and illustrations, and was extremely 
successful. Then in 1960 he produced his first set 
of paintings, and for the next 8 years was creating 
works such as the Campbell Soup Cans, Marilyn 
Monroe and the Coca Cola cans, well-known faces 
and everyday objects that made him famous.

SlOVak WInE

Archeological findings 
called Seven Vineyard 
Knives from the sixth 
and seventh centuries 
before Christ indicate 
that the first people 
growing grapes in this 
region were the Celts. They produced wine and 
exported it as luxury goods to northern regions. 
The Romans, who came after the Celts, founded 
vineyards on the slopes of the Small Carpathians 
more than two thousand years ago, marking the 
time when grapevines (Vitis Vinifera) became more 
prevalent.

SPaS & aqua PaRkS In SlOVakIa

The country is full of 
places where water 
springs from under the 
surface, and - being 
rich in minerals - has 
healing effects. With a 
wealth of natural water 
resources, Slovakia 
offers a huge number 
of spa and relaxation facilities. These places are 
popular among holiday makers who appreciate the 
added value which healing water offers. 

Slovakia is a landlocked state in Central Europe with a population of over five million and an area of about 
49,000 square kilometres. Slovakia joined the European Union in 2004 and the Eurozone on 1 January 2009. 
It is becoming one of Europe’s focal points for travel and tourism. Some of the most amazing creations in 
the world may be found in this relatively small country in Central Europe. 

Slovakia
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Finland

HElSInkI CaTHEdRal

The edifice that shows up in every guidebook 
and every tourist’s photo album of Helsinki is the 
Lutheran Cathedral. It is a distinctive landmark in 
the Helsinki cityscape, with its tall, green dome 
surrounded by four smaller domes. When Helsinki 
became the capital of Finland in 1812, Helsinki’s 
centre was established around the Senate Square. 
Architects CL Engel and A Ehrenström, who 
adapted the grand Empire style architecture of St. 
Petersburg, designed all the buildings surrounding 
the Senate Square including the Helsinki Cathedral. 
Carl Ludvig Engel’s elegant neoclassical work was 
completed in 1852. Overlooking Senate Square and 
the harbour, the church’s towers never go unnoticed.

Today, the cathedral is one of Helsinki’s most popular 
tourist attractions. Numerous people visit the 
church each year, some to attend religious events, 
but mostly as tourists. The church is in regular use 
for services of worship and special events such as 
weddings.

angRY BIRdS: an InTERnaTIOnal 
PHEnOMEnOn

Rovio Entertainment Ltd. is an industry-changing 
entertainment media company headquartered in 
Finland, and the creator of the globally successful 
Angry Birds franchise. Angry Birds, a casual puzzle 
game, became an international phenomenon within 
a few months of its release, and is now the number 
one paid app of all time. Angry Birds have expanded 
rapidly in entertainment, publishing, and licensing 
to become a well-loved international brand. Rovio’s 
headquarters are located in Finland. You will also 
find an Angry Birds Theme Park in Särkänniemi 
Adventure Park in Tampere, Finland.

Angry Birds

Helsinki Cathedral
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More than one Nobel Laureate, visiting Stockholm to 
receive the Prize and dine with the King and Queen, 
has been stunned on the morning of December 13. A 
fairy-like creature, escorted by singing girls and boys 
wakes the Laureate, bringing coffee, ginger-bread 
cookies and saffron-flavoured buns. To many, this is 
the first encounter with Swedish Lucia – an annual 
festival of medieval origin which has acquired a new 
content. 

Lucia can be perceived as a symbol of the good 
forces in life and a symbol of light in the dark winter. 
On her head, the girl playing the part of Lucia 
wears a wreath of lingon berry sprigs with holders 
for real candles to give the effect of a halo. She 
wears a white, full-length chemise with a red ribbon 
round her waist. Her female attendants are dressed 
similarly and the “star boys” wear white pointed hats 
decorated with stars. 

Lucia processions are held in various places, ranging 
from kindergartens and schools to Churches and 
the Swedish Parliament. You are unlikely to find a 
Swede who has not, on multiple occasions in her 
or his upbringing, dressed to participate in a Lucia 
procession. It is, in Sweden, as unavoidable as the 
winter being dark, the summer light and the country 
vast and beautiful.

Speaking of vast, did you know that Sweden, if 
tipped over at the southern tip, it would stretch as 
far south as Rome in Italy? Yet the population is less 
than 10 mn., primarily inhabiting the southernmost 
third of the country. It is certainly a country of 
serenity!

P
ho

to
 ©

 Im
ag

e 
B

an
k 

S
w

ed
en

/L
en

a 
G

ra
ne

fe
lt

P
ho

to
 ©

 Im
ag

e 
B

an
k 

S
w

ed
en

/H
el

en
a 

W
ah

lm
an

 

Lucia celebration 

Farm and forest

Sweden



The European Union and India: 50 Years of Partnership 52

United Kingdom

The London Eye has become the most popular 
tourist attraction in the UK, visited by 3.5 mn. people 
annually. At a height of 135 metres and diameter of 
120 metres, it is the tallest Ferris wheel in Europe. 
Built to mark the Millennium, the Eye was originally 
granted only temporary planning permission by 
London’s Lambeth Council. The Council made this 
permanent in 2002, to the delight of Londoners and 
visitors to London alike.

One of the world’s leading architects, Sir Richard 
Rogers, wrote that the Eye “has done for London 
what the Eiffel Tower did for Paris, which is to give 
it a symbol and to let people climb above the city 
and look back down on it. Not just specialists or rich 
people, but everybody. That’s the beauty of it: it is 
public and accessible, and it is in a great position at 
the heart of London.”

Odd facts about the UK. Did you know that?

Some 80,000 umbrellas are lost annually on the 
London Underground.

Nowhere in the UK is more than 74.5 miles from the 
sea.

In 1945, a flock of starlings landed on the minute 
hand of Big Ben and put the time back by five 
minutes.

The UK is the only country in the world that does 
not have its name on its postage stamps.

The UK’s first holiday camp was Dodd’s Socialist 
Holiday Camp at Caister-on-Sea in Norfolk, which 

opened in 1906. Alcohol was strictly banned and any 
holidaymaker caught talking loudly after 11 pm was 
thrown out.

The British eat twice as many baked beans per head 
as Americans.



To obtain more information on EU-India relations, please contact 
the Delegation of the European Union to India or access the 
Delegation’s website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india. 
For further information on EU Member States, please contact the 
respective embassies.  
EU information can be accessed on the Internet at: http://europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to India 
65 Golf Links, New Delhi-110 003, India 
Telephone: (91-11) 4949 6565 
Fax: (91-11) 4949 6555 
E-mail: delegation-india@eeas.europa.eu 
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india

Visit us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/EUinIndia 
https://www.facebook.com/EUCulturalEventsinIndia

We acknowledge the support received from the missions of the EU 
Member States in Delhi in the preparation of this booklet.

Currency conversion: 1€ = INR 73.05 approx. 1 crore = 10 million 
© Delegation of the European Union to India, 2013. 
Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged. 
Designed and printed by Roots Advertising Services 

Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech on Behalf of the EU:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/134126.pdf

About the EU: http://europa.eu/about-eu/basic-information

A Brief History of the EU: http://europa.eu/about-eu/eu-history

Europe in 12 Lessons: http://europa.eu/abc/12lessons/lesson_1

European External Action Service (EEAS) page on India: http://eeas.europa.eu/india

Delegation of the European Union to India website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india

EU Country Strategy Paper for India (2007-2013):  
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india/documents/eu_india/country_strategy_paper_07_13_en.pdf

Press corner on website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india/press_corner/services_journalists/index_en.htm

Publications: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india/publications/index_en.htm

EU Delegation to India Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/EUinIndia 

The EU and the Economic Crisis : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcO4u6ussLU&feature=youtu.be

EU-India Trade and Investment (with statistics:  
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations/countries/india

Humanitarian Assistance to India through ECHO: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/aid/asia/india_en.htm

ECHO Factsheet for India: Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection:  
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/india_en.pdf

Development Assistance: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/country-cooperation/india

Cooperation in Research and Innovation:  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&lg=en&year=2012&na=na-100212

For more inFormation



Fifty Years of Partnership

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND INDIA

The Delegation of the European Union to India 
65 Golf Links, New Delhi -110 003, India


