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Access to FundingWorking with Non State Actors 
in India

The EU has funded nearly 100 projects worth 
approximately 150 million euros (or 820 crore 
rupees) through civil society in India, since 2000. 
Currently, the Delegation of the European 
Commission in India manages about 60 ongoing 
civil society projects with a direct bearing on the 
MDGs of poverty eradication, universal primary 
education, women empowerment and 
environmental sustainability. 

In addition, projects focusing on issues of child 
rights, disability, rights of older people & other 
marginalized groups, promotion of food security & 
sustainable development, good governance, 
livelihood development, integrated rural 
development, promotion of fair trade etc. have 
also been funded.

Why Non-State Actors?

Non state actors and local authorities are close 
to the grassroots and, hence, have extensive 
knowledge of local communities and broad 
networks to reach them. This know-how and 
infrastructure is very valuable when it comes to 
determining the development needs of local 
communities, allocating resources and 
overseeing projects. In 2007, the EU launched 
a new worldwide programme called 'Non-
state actors and local authorities in 
development'.*

By supporting the right of initiative of non-
state actors and local authorities, it 
supplements the support provided by other 
financial and cooperation tools in particular the 

Democracy and 
Human Rights. Ownership and participation are 
core principles of the EU development policy. 
The added value of associating various non-
state actors lies in their independence from the 
State, their proximity to and understanding of 
defined constituencies, their capacity to 
articulate their specific interests and their ability 
to bridge a critical gap between strategic goals 
and their practical realisation.

 
European Instrument for 

Types of action funded Objectives and Priorities

The primary objective of this programme is the 
eradication of poverty in the context of 
sustainable development, including pursuit of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG). Other 
major objectives include good governance and 
human rights, which are cross-cutting issues to 
be mainstreamed in interventions in partner 
countries. 

Priorities include supporting stakeholder 
participation in unfavourable contexts (e.g. 
difficult partnerships, instability, conflict), 
promoting cross-border and regional initiatives, 
fostering quality partnerships between different 
stakeholders from the EU and partner countries.
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Women Beneficiaries of a project on 
Integrated Rural Development in Maharashtra

* It replaced the 'NGO co-financing' and ‘Decentralised co-operation' programmes.

In India, the EU has supported a wide range of 
actions in the area of livelihood all across the 
country. The main focus are on:

• actions with broader thematic aspects 
like poverty eradication, food security, 
conservation of natural resources, 
human rights, education and health for 
development

• actions that strengthen rural and urban 
livelihoods towards self reliance and 
creating models for replication 

• actions that enhance the income levels 
of the poor communities through skills 
training, capacity building, micro finance 
and enterprise development 
approaches 

• actions that strengthen capacity 
development processes of grass-root 
organizations towards community 
empowerment and sustainable 
development

• actions that influence and support the 
local and national policies processes, 
their governance and development. 

Interventions in all developing countries, as 
defined in the list of Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) recipients, can be eligible for 
funding under this programme.

Access to funding is possible through responding 
to open calls for proposals published by the 
European Commission on line. The following 
website gives regular updates on funding 
opportunities available and more details are 
available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/
funding/ index_en.htm 

Calls for proposals invite candidates to present, 
within a given deadline, a proposal for action that 
corresponds to stated objectives and fulfils the 
required conditions. All applications are examined 
and evaluated on the basis of criteria that have 
clearly been announced in the calls for proposals, 
while ensuring equal treatment. 

More details on funding opportunities for civil 
society initiatives are available online at 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/who/
partner/ civil-society/programmes_en.htm

Livelihood support to older people in Rajasthan
Andhra Pradesh, women with harvest
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