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Ambassador, what is the
essence of the Strategic
Partnership between the EU
and India?
India and the European Union have
many core values in common: a
belief in democracy and human
rights; an inclusive approach to
economic and social development;a
common objective in promoting
peace and stability in Asia; and a
shared faith in the potential of edu-
cation, skills, research and innova-
tion to promote employment and
the welfare of their peoples.

We share values and we share
the same democratic principles. No
more durable basis for friendship
can be conceived. Our challenge is
to transform these common values
into a partnership that can promote
a positive agenda for our world.The
recent Summit in Brussels between
EU and Indian leaders confirmed
that we share this commitment.

How can the EU and India
work together to address
global challenges?
The EU and India have common in-
terests and concerns in many fields.
We work closely together in the
fight against piracy and the promo-
tion of maritime security, an area in
which the EU leads a major naval
operation off the coast of Somalia
for the protection of shipping and
the safety of civilian crew.

Countering violence and terror-
ism is a major objective for both
sides. Cooperation takes the form
of information sharing and dia-

logue on ways to counter radicali-
sation as well as cooperation in the
international arena and in the re-
lated area of cyber security.

We also have common interests
in bringing stability to many parts
of the world; let’s take the example
of Afghanistan. India and the EU
are fully committed to supporting
Afghanistan and we will host two
major conferences this year, one in
Brussels and one in Delhi, where
fulfillment of this objective will
form the main agenda.

Sustainability and climate
change mitigation and adaptation
are some of today’s major global
issues.At the recent EU India Sum-
mit, our leaders agreed to collabo-
rate on identifying priorities and
implementing the Sustainable De-
velopment agenda as well as the
historic Climate Change accord
reached in Paris last December.

What is the future of their
economic cooperation?
The EU is India’s biggest trade and
investment partner; what is more,
the €100 billion of trade between
the two sides is almost perfectly
balanced. The FDI stock of Euro-
pean companies is significantly
higher than that of any other part-
ner. Around 6,000 EU companies
manufacture in India, providing
1.2 million direct and 5 million in-
direct jobs.

But when compared to the EU’s
business ties with other emerging
economies, there is enormous po-
tential to take this€100 bn. trade to

a much higher level.The investment
climate is improving in India as a
result of various initiatives and this
will encourage European companies
to invest in infrastructure sectors like
power, telecom, roads, transport,
construction, engineering, chemi-
cals, etc. We believe that an even
higher level of trade is possible.

The EU and India have been ne-
gotiating a Free Trade Agreement
for a number of years; these are dif-
ficult and technical negotiations
but we are very committed to con-
cluding an agreement that will not
only promote exports in both direc-
tions but give FDI a major fillip.

What actions were agreed

upon at the Summit for pro-
moting economic coopera-
tion?
The Indian government agreed to
establish a mechanism to facilitate

EU investments in India. The EU is
by far the biggest source of foreign
investment in India and many
European companies are deeply in-
terested in India’s investment

potential. European investment
brings to India the latest in
sustainable technologies, so that
the benefits of industrialisation are
not cancelled out by pollution of
air, water and land resources.

The EU and India agreed at the
recent Summit to work together
through the water, clean energy
and climate partnerships to share
experiences and provide technical
support and best practices for
everything from renewable energy
and energy efficiency to waste
management, to the various com-
ponents of smart cities.

In the EU as in India, degrada-
tion of rivers, environmental chal-
lenges, and air pollution do not
stop at state borders. Correspond-
ingly, there is no single-state solu-
tion to such big challenges. We
both have to address these com-
plex challenges through sound leg-
islation, public-private coopera-
tion, and the promotion of
innovative and sustainable tech-
nologies. Sharing the experience of
how we move towards becoming
sustainable economies is at the
core of the EU-India cooperation
agreed upon at the recent summit.

The European Investment Bank,
which has a portfolio of around
€1 billion in India, has now agreed
to loan €450 million to
the Lucknow metro project; the
bank already supports numerous
other projects in India for the pro-
motion of renewable energy and
it will shortly open an office
in New Delhi.

Digital India and the promotion
of the Digital Single Market in the
EU are top priorities for both
sides. With the market potential
of the EU and India, we have a big
role to play together on the global
stage on ICT standards, internet
governance and a common ap-
proach to the future 5G commu-
nication networks.The EU and In-
dia already have strong
cooperation in all these areas
and at the recent summit our
leaders agreed to deepen and
strengthen the common efforts.

How well do Europeans and
Indians know each other?
People-to people contacts are the
bedrock of international under-
standing and partnerships in the
long run.The EU has given Erasmus
scholarships to over 4,000
Indian students for a master’s de-
gree in European universities,which
are among the best in the world.

We are going to partner India in a
major skills conference next year
and we hope to see significant
movement towards mutual recog-
nition of educational qualifications.

Business, professional, and
tourism flows are also important
to ensure more direct contact be-
tween the two sides. A Common
Agenda on Migration and Mobility
was agreed upon at the recent
Summit and this will facilitate the
movement of our citizens—with
visas for skilled workers in partic-
ular—as well as regulate irregu-
lar migration.

WITH 1.25 billion people, India
is the world’s most populous
democracy; and with an an-

nual GDP growth rate in excess of
7.5% for over a decade, it is now one
of the world’s ten largest economies
(as high as 4th by purchasing power
parity). Unquestionably, this sizable
and growing domestic market makes
India one of the key trade and invest-
ment partners of the EU.

Two-way trade in goods between
the EU and India reached€77.3 billion
in 2015, that is €211 million per day.
If we add services, total trade has ex-
ceeded €100 billion a year, or
€275 million per day! The products
traded between India and the EU
range from textiles and engineering
goods to transport equipment and
gems and jewellery.

The EU also remains one of the
largest investors in India, with close to
6,000 EU companies present in India
providing direct employment to 1.2 mil-
lion workers and indirect employment
to 5 million.A number of EU companies
are now household names in India,hav-
ing done business here for several
decades.The broad range of sectoral in-
vestments include automotive, finan-
cial services, infrastructure, logistics,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, health
care, IT, food processing and petroleum
and natural gas.

The proposed EU-India FTA
(also known as the Broad-based Trade
and Investment Agreement–BTIA),
negotiations for which were launched
in 2007, will further strengthen this
important relationship as well as
maximise business and economic op-
portunities. Studies confirm that both
sides stand to gain significantly from
this agreement.The more ambitious the
commitments are, the larger will be the
quantum of the gains accruing.

The 13th EU-India Summit held on
30th March, 2016, saw both the EU
and India reiterating their commit-

ment to deepen bilateral trade and in-
vestment relations and resolve trade
irritants, including through negotia-
tions on the BTIA. Both sides endorsed
two key documents: a Joint Statement
and the EU-India Agenda for Action
2020 as a common roadmap to
strengthen the India-EU Strategic Part-
nership in the next five years.The sum-
mit roadmap laid particular attention
to co-operation and exchanges on In-
tellectual Property (including geo-
graphical indications), public procure-
ment, customs and competition, and
pharmaceuticals, as well as traditional
knowledge, genetic resources, and cul-
tural expressions.

The EU also welcomed Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s flagship
‘Make in India’ initiative with both sides
agreeing to strengthen exchanges and
create favourable circumstances for in-
vestment, including public-private part-
nerships. India, on its part, has agreed
to implement a mechanism to facilitate
investments of EU businesses in India.

On the side-lines of the summit, the
European Investment Bank (EIB) made a
commitment to support long-term in-
vestment in infrastructure, crucial for
sustainable social and economic devel-

opment of India. A loan agreement of
€450 million for the construction of the
first metro line in the city of Lucknow
will add to the billion euro portfolio of
EIB in India.

Brands like Airbus, Volkswagen,
British Petroleum,Siemens,Unilever,Re-
nault, Ericsson, Vodafone, Maersk, Fer-
rero, Piaggio, BMW, Philips and Solvay,
among others, are household names in
India;and they indicate the broad range
of sectoral investments by the EU as
well as the ever increasing significance of
the EU-India relationship.

The EU’s experience and knowledge
across the spectrum of manufacturing
and services means it has much to offer
India in its developmental quest, from
large scale infrastructure projects to
world-class efficiency and customer care
in services sectors that are crucial to
modern-day economies, as well as
across stages of the product life cycle,
from cutting-edge research and devel-
opment to regular business partner-
ships.The proposed EU-India trade pact
definitely provides an important oppor-
tunity in terms of technology-sharing
and know-how, for high-level synergies
in sectors where EU companies are
world leaders.

Promoting EU-India
Trade and Investment

DURING the recent India-EU Summit on
March 30th, two Joint Declarations were
adopted in the field of Environment,

Energy and Climate Change: the India-EUWater
Partnership (IEWP) and the Clean Energy and
Climate Partnership.

A shared vision between India and the EU
for a more sustainable management of water
resources is the rationale for the water part-
nership. Its objective is to strengthen capabili-
ties in the area of management of water re-
sources at river basin level. As a priority, the
Partnership will focus on assisting the Indian
Government's Clean Ganga Initiative,by offer-
ing shared experiences from the EU’s major
rivers, such as the Danube, the Rhine and the
Thames on legal aspects, governance, river
basin management planning, management of
water quantity by water accounting, water ef-
ficiency and water allocation measures. Busi-
ness partnerships are one promising option for
fostering technological development, research
and innovation; and the Partnership intends to
bring together all relevant actors, including
state and national level Indian agencies as well
as European Member States, businesses and
other players.The EU-IndiaWater Forum held a
few months ago brought together a galaxy of
experts from both sides and has thrown up ex-
citing possibilities for collaboration in many of
these fields.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTAND
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
The EU and India also recognised the need to
address further environmental challenges and
work together towards sustainable develop-
ment, including through a circular economy
approach to resource efficiency and waste
minimisation. An upcoming EU-funded Re-
source Efficiency Initiative project as well as
the regular Environment Forums will be sup-
porting the ‘Clean India’ flagship programme,
and will be relevant for the implementation of
the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment and of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.
The EU and India agreed to start a dialogue on
their full and swift implementation at na-
tional, regional and global levels, aimed at
identifying common priorities and future col-
laboration in these areas.

CLEAN,AFFORDABLE,AND RELIABLE
ENERGY FORALL
The importance of cooperation in the field of
clean energy and climate change – the subject of
a Joint Declaration at the Summit—cannot be
overestimated. Welcoming the success of the
Paris Agreement, both partners declared their
intention to strengthen their energy coopera-
tion in order to address the crucial challenge of
implementing Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions. Furthermore,a well-established
policy dialogue in the field of clean energy will
be further strengthened and a specific dialogue
on climate action will be established with a
view to achieving the common objectives.The
promotion of technological solutions through
business partnerships will also be pursued.

Energy and climate will have high priority
for collaborative policy studies, joint research
and project activities under the EU’s Partner-
ship Instrument project, ‘Clean Energy Coop-

eration between EU and India’ (CECI). The
Partnership will support business-to-business
dialogues as well as provide analytical and
empirical basis for the deployment of loans
given by the European Investment Bank for
clean energy and climate change related pro-
jects in India.

The EU has welcomed the initiative for an
International Solar Alliance (ISA), launched in
Paris on 30th November, 2015. Both parties
have now agreed to explore ways to further the
ISA’s objectives.

SUSTAINABLE CITIES
The EU-India Summit further agreed to for-
malise EU-India cooperation on urban devel-
opment. Numerous preparatory activities
have already taken place under the EU’s
World Cities programme involving Chandi-
garh, Mumbai and Pune with their partners
Lazio, Copenhagen and Stuttgart in Europe,
as well as within the EU-Mumbai Partnership.
Experiences gained through these efforts will
now be utilised to launch an urban develop-
ment dialogue and organise an Urban Forum
in cooperation with the EU’s Committee of
the Regions.

Specific cities in India will be supported by
European cities in order to facilitate the im-
plementation of the Smart Cities and AMRUT
(Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation) programmes of the Indian
Government.

India, EU to promote Sustainable Water
Management, Clean Energy, and Smart Cities

Minister for Water Resources Prof. Sanwar Lal Jat and EU Director General for
Environment Daniel Calleja

Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri of India & Vice President Jonathan Taylor of
the European Investment Bank sign the Lucknow metro loan agreement

The EU is India’s Biggest Trade and Investment Partner
European Union Ambassador Tomasz Kozlowski on how the EU and India can work together to promote peace and

stability, sustainable development, and closer understanding between people on both sides

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, EU Council President Donald Tusk and European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker at the EU-India Summit

Ambassador Kozlowski addressing the EU-India Think Tank
Conference in New Delhi
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