
 

                                                            

 

EU Cares: 18 Years of Solidarity with Victims 

of Humanitarian Crises in India  

 

Since its very first humanitarian operation in India, eighteen years 

ago, the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the 

European Commission (ECHO) has provided assistance worth over € 

120 million (approx. eight billion rupees) to millions of Indian 

citizens who have fallen victim to natural and man-made disasters. 

This aid has been provided in the shape of emergency shelters, 

healthcare, water and sanitation activities, food assistance and 

nutrition programmes, psycho-social care, livelihood recovery 

activities and community-based disaster preparedness.  It has 

always had the same objective: to preserve lives and alleviate the 

suffering of those affected by disasters, with a special emphasis on 

the most vulnerable sections of society, and without regard to 

religion, gender, ethnic origin or political affiliation. 

 

In the mid-90s, ECHO started its India operations by responding to 

the emergency needs of people affected by floods and cyclones in 

Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Assam, a scenario which, 

unfortunately, has been repeating itself almost every year ever 

since, with large parts of India highly prone to natural disasters 

such as floods and droughts, also requiring humanitarian 

assistance. Systematically, ECHO funds relief efforts linked to these 

recurring natural disasters, the latest example being the Assam 

monsoon floods of 2012, for which € 2 million was provided. 

 

 



 

                                                            

 

Over the years, ECHO has also been faced with several disasters of 

colossal proportions in India. The first came in 1999, in the 

aftermath of the Orissa “Supercyclone” - the worst storm to hit 

India in close to 30 years.  An estimated 10,000 people were killed, 

while close to 1.7 million people were left homeless, and five million 

deprived of their livelihood. ECHO stepped in to fund emergency 

food assistance, healthcare, shelters, non-food items, water and 

sanitation programmes, and at later-stage rehabilitation 

programmes, providing close to € 8 million. 

 

Close on the heels of this major catastrophe, on 26 January 2001, a 

massive earthquake struck the other side of the country, in Gujarat, 

razing entire villages and killing over 20,000 people in a matter of 

seconds. Once again, ECHO responded, releasing over € 12 million 

to enable its implementing partners provide rapid and effective 

support to the victims, particularly shelters, as nearly 400,000 

homes had been destroyed. One year later, ECHO was providing 

relief to the families displaced by riots in this same state of Gujarat. 

This is when the organisation decided to open a full-fledged office in 

Delhi, as until then, operations were being run from neighbouring 

Bangladesh. In 2005, the Indian set-up was further scaled up to 

become a Regional Support Office, providing support to all the 

country offices in the region (Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan and Sri Lanka).  

 

But the biggest challenge of all was the tsunami of late 2004, the 

largest natural disaster in human memory anywhere in the world. 

While ECHO addressed the devastating impact of the giant wave in 

all affected countries, in India it intervened in Tamil Nadu, Andaman  



 

                                                            

 

and Nicobar Islands, and Andhra Pradesh. A total of € 12 million 

was channelled to beneficiaries over 2005 and 2006, to help them 

cope with the immediate aftermath of the disaster, and then 

support the rehabilitation efforts. In 2005, a massive earthquake hit 

Kashmir, and although the vast majority of the damage and loss of 

life was on the Pakistani side of the border, sizeable humanitarian 

operations also had to be undertaken in the Indian State of Jammu 

and Kashmir. 

 

Parallel to the life-saving response provided for these emergencies, 

ECHO has also been supporting the victims of protracted 

humanitarian crises in India, addressing the needs of over 100,000 

Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in Tamil Nadu, as well as those of other 

victims of conflicts. Since 2002, over € 17 million have been 

channelled to Jammu and Kashmir, where partner NGOs focus on 

providing protection, psycho-social care and livelihood support to 

people directly or indirectly affected by violence. Healthcare, 

nutrition support and protection is also provided by ECHO’s partners 

to civilians impacted by the ongoing insurgency in Chhattisgarh, 

including those who have been displaced to neighbouring Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 

ECHO realised early on that strengthening the resilience of 

communities to withstand, adapt and recover from natural disasters 

was cost-effective, whilst at the same time empowering for the 

people.  Consequently, from 2001, through its Disaster 

Preparedness programme known as DIPECHO, it has regularly made 

funding available for vulnerable communities to help them reduce 

the impact of floods, cyclones and other natural disasters,  



 

                                                            

 

particularly through the creation of Early Warning Systems and 

physical infrastructure. Until 2012, its contribution to this end 

amounted to over € 7 million.  

 

As a needs-based organisation, ECHO has further expanded its 

India strategy for 2013 in order to better address the issues of 

short-term food insecurity and acute malnutrition of children in 

selected districts, through pilot projects. 

  

 


