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With funding 
from
the European 
Commission
since 
August 2008:

142 000 persons 
have received food

13 400 persons 
have received 
temporary 
shelter 

construction of 
3 963 new houses 
have been 
re-financed 

86 appartment 
blocks  
in Samegrelo 
region where 
displaced people 
from Abkhazia 
have lived since  
the1990s,
have been 
renovated

The European Commission is the European Union’s executive body

“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their know-how, 
resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy 
and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is 
committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders”.
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European Commission post-conflict response
The European Commission supports people affected by the war between 
Georgia and Russia in August 2008

Following the war of August 2008, the European Commission has given support 
to the people who had to flee their homes. At a donor conference on Georgia (held 
in Brussels on 22 October 2008), the European Commission announced that with 
the funding of up to €500 million it will assist Georgia to overcome the results of 
the conflict. These funds will be used for a variety of purposes, including assistance 
to displaced people with new homes and restarting their farming activities. At 
the same time, displaced people from Abkhazia, who were forced to leave their 
homes in early 1990s as a result of the conflict, will continue to receive European 
assistance.

Sixteen years of European assistance to people affected by conflict in 
Georgia

Since the 1990s the European Commission has been funding programmes in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. These started with humanitarian aid and continued 
with reconstruction projects that included rebuilding houses, schools, hospitals, 
water and irrigation systems, as well as farming. Both displaced persons and local 
communities inside the conflict regions benefited from these projects. In addition, 
the European Commission supported dialogue between people across the divide 
through civil society organisations.

Before August 2008, the European Commission was the largest donor funding 
programmes in South Ossetia and Abkhazia. These programmes were implemented 
in Abkhazia by the United Nations agencies and international non-governmental 
organisations and in South Ossetia mainly by the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

After August 2008 the European support projects for the local population in 
Abkhazia are still ongoing. However, the projects inside South Ossetia have come 
to an end.

What has been achieved since August 2008?

Displaced persons helped through the winter

• Humanitarian aid relieved the people's immediate needs for food, shelter and 
psychological support. This assistance (€12 million) through the European 
Commission’s Humanitarian Aid department, called ECHO, was delivered 
through the United Nations agencies and non-governmental organisations.
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One year after the war…

The European Commission finances the build-
ing of new houses for displaced persons from 
South Ossetia, who were affected by the war 
between Georgia and Russia in August 2008

Elza Okropiridze (second left) together with her family from Disevi 
village in South Ossetia, who lost their home after August 2008 but 
received a new house in December 2008

Initially, they found temporary shelter at a collective centre located in a former 
military hospital of the Isani District of Tbilisi, capital of Georgia. The family had 
no choice but to endure the difficult living conditions of the collective centre. 

Fortunately, their living situation improved significantly after Elza and her 
family received a new  house of 65 square metres built by the government in 
December 2008. Their new house provides Elza’s family with personal privacy 
and basic necessities such as gas, water and electricity. 

“I feel like a human being again,” says Elza. She is grateful that she has a place 
to live in, but at the same time she is uncertain about the future and whether 
she will be able to return to her village.

Elza Okropiridze is one of the many persons, who 
had to flee her home as a result of the conflict in 
August 2008. 

She and her family were forced to leave everything 
in the Georgian village of Disevi located in the 
small Liakhvi Gorge in South Ossetia region.

• In addition, by making the temporary houses of displaced persons weather-
proof and warmer, the European Commission helped these people to get 
through the winter. Small economic activities, such as professional training 
and micro-credit for farmers, were set up with the European funds to 
gradually give displaced persons a stable income. These projects (€29 million) 
also included the protection of the rights of displaced persons, for example, 
through free legal aid.

New houses for displaced persons

With €61.5 million of support to the Georgian budget the European 
Commission is providing displaced persons with new houses. This funding (of 
which €22 million was paid in August 2009) will include the following: 

• New houses built in Shida-Kartli region for displaced persons from 
South Ossetia.

• Full renovation of apartments in housing blocks in Samegrelo region 
where displaced persons from Abkhazia have lived since the 1990s.

• Reconstruction of war-damaged houses in Gali region in Abkhazia, to 
which displaced persons have returned. 

In addition, small projects (€6 million) will support farmers and help partial 
restoration of drinking water supply in Shida-Kartli region.

Overall 10 000 
families affected 
by the conflicts in 
Georgia have
received new 
homes


