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NEWS FROM THE REGION 
Launch of the website about reproductive health and rights 

The new RHIYC website www.4uth.net was launched in December 
2006. It informs youth about their sexual and reproductive health and 
rights including puberty, fertility regulations, STIs, HIV/AIDs, drugs 
and gender equality. The page includes information on how to get 
involved as well as Questions and Answers form, which will be 
answered by the volunteer doctors available online for consultation. 
The versions in Armenian, Azerbaijani and Georgian languages will be 
available shortly. 
 
Visit www.4uth.net and please share your feedback on the website. 

 

Training of school nurses, gynecologists, general practitioners and 
military medical personnel 
In December 2006, UNFPA Georgia conducted five day training in 
Tbilisi for five master trainers from each republic. Country-specific 
training manuals according to the standards of World Health 
Organisation were developed at the training. The master trainers will in 
turn train health personnel in each republic who work directly with 
youth on the issues of sexual and reproductive health. Within RHIYC 
project it is planned to train 270 school nurses, 180 gynaecologists, 180 
general practitioners and 180 military medical personnel in each 
country.  
 

Parliamentarians from Azerbaijan and Georgia participate at the 
Third International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the 
Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action (IPCI/ICPD) 
Around 300 parliamentarians, NGO representatives and UN officials 
from over 100 countries assembled at the UN Conference Centre, 
Bangkok, on 21- 22 November 2006 to review, discuss and plan new 
initiatives in population and development, reproductive health and 
HIV/AIDS-related issues. Malahat Hasanova MP and Rabiyyat 
Aslanova MP from Azerbaijan and George Tsereteli MP from Georgia 
participated in the conference and in the planning of the long and short-
term objectives on the way of implementation of ICPD Agenda. 
 
The Statement of Commitment signed by the participants can be 
downloaded at 
http://www.unfpa.org/parliamentarians/ipci/bangkok/documents/bangkok_statement_
final.doc 
The EPF Report on the conference can be seen under: 
http://www.iepfpd.org/index.asp?ID=456 
 

International 
Parliamentarians’ 
Conference on the 
Implementation of 
the ICPD 
Programme of 
Action 
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NEWS FROM ARMENIA 
More than 200 peer educators have been trained in Armenia within 
the RHIYC Initiative 
More than 200 peer educators have already been trained within the 
framework of the RHIYC in Armenia. They will in turn raise 
awareness among their peers informing them about healthy lifestyle.  
The project envisages conducting outreach visits into the different 
communities throughout the country and conducting counseling 
activities on the subject of SRHR. In total, 11 visits have been planed 
to cover the entire country; and 5 visits have been already completed. 
 

Establishing Youth Friendly Health Service Corners throughout 
Armenia 
The youth friendly health services corners will provide young people 
with necessary counseling on SRHR and distribute information 
materials, medication and other necessary S&RH supplies.  In Armenia 
RHIYC envisages establishment of 32 youth friendly health services 
throughout the country. In November and December 2006 four pioneer 
communities and respective sites were selected – one in the capital city 
Yerevan and three in the remote regions of the country. The project will 
procure the medical and other equipment as well as other needed 
supplies. 
 

EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee stresses the 
need to of Armenia to meet the Millennium Development Goals 
The ninth meeting of the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee took place on 29-30 January in the European Parliament in 
Brussels. The Parliamentarians exchanged information about the 
progress of reforms in Armenia, concentrating on the political, 
economic, respect of human rights, environment and health issues. 
Following the information on the state of reproductive health and 
rights, the parliamentarians from both sides noted in their final 
statement and recommendations that "for Armenia to reach its 
millennium development goal by 2015, the maternal mortality rate has 
to fall a further 61%". Further the committee "notes the good results 
already achieved after the introduction of emergency obstetric care." 
EPF attended the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
meeting, briefed the Parliamentarians present on RHIYC and provided 
material on the health situation in Armenia based on UNFPA resources 
to the delegation.  
The final statement and recommendation can be seen under  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/euro/pcc/dsca/recommendations/2007_01_30_
armenia_en.pdf 
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NEWS FROM ARMENIA 
 

Training of 90 school nurses and parents on SRHR issues 
Within the RHIYC project, it is envisaged to train 90 school nurses as 
one cohort of healthcare providers on the issues of youth SRHR.  
Training of parents and informing them about the SRHR of young 
people is very important and is also a part of RHIYC project. Within 
the last two months of 2006 100 parents received information and were 
trained on the issues of youth SRHR. 
 

Celebrities to promote healthy lifestyle and HIV/AIDS prevention 
For young people it is important to have a good example among their 
peers and on TV/radio. Therefore the RHIYC Project aims at 
cooperating with popular celebrities who will in turn reach young 
people and raise awareness in the issues of healthy lifestyle and 
HIV/AIDS prevention. In Armenia, the RHIYC Project is working with 
two role models – a male and female and is together in the process of 
establishing a plan for reaching the young people of the country in the 
fight for healthier lifestyles. 
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NEWS FROM AZERBAIJAN 
200 Young Volunteers trained as Peer Educators 

Within the framework of RHIYC Initiative 200 young volunteers from 
different regions of Azerbaijan were trained as peer educators in 
reproductive health during the months of November and December. 
The trainings enabled participants to better understand the concepts of 
skills-based health education and related peer-led health education 
methodologies; get accurate information about R&SH issues, including 
HIV/AIDS; share their own attitudes and values regarding youth health 
education; develop interpersonal and group communication skills.  
Youth volunteers and active leaders from local youth NGOs acting in 
the regions were respectively represented during the trainings.  Special 
emphasis was given to vulnerable groups-refugees and internally 
displaced people - to be actively involved into the project priorities for 
2007. 
More information on the online newspaper Day Az: 
http://www.day.az/news/society/65775.html 

 

Thousands of young people talk about healthy lifestyles at a 
RHIYC Youth Festival on World AIDS Day 
A Youth Festival on the occasion of the World AIDS Day took place in 
Azerbaijan on 1-2 January 2007 aiming to promote healthy lifestyles by 
increasing awareness on the impact of HIV/AIDS on young people and 
prevention of the AIDS epidemic. The Youth Bus Tour travelled to 
cities around the country, including Baku, Sumgayit, Siyazan, Devechi, 
Guba and Gusar distributing materials with SRHR information. Several 
thousands young people from high school and universities learned 
about SRHR by participating in seminars during the Youth Festival.  
More under: http://www.azerphoto.com/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=164 
http://www.day.az/news/society/65068.html 
 

Introducing National Condom Brand in Azerbaijan 
Project partners within the RHIYC Initiative plan to introduce the 
national condom brand in Azerbaijan. For this purpose initial market 
monitoring, expert surveys and focus groups interviews with young 
people have been conducted in Azerbaijan. The aim is to develop a 
national optimally priced condom brand, which can be easily obtained 
by young people. Extensive experience of neighbouring Georgia is 
being actively used for further development in 2007 and 2008. 
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 NEWS FROM AZERBAIJAN 
Capacity Building Of Civil Society And Medical Professionals For 
Establishing Quality Youth-Friendly Services Network In 
Azerbaijan 
Within the framework of RHIYC Initiative, UNFPA Azerbaijan has 
conducted Town Hall meetings aiming at raising awareness and 
sensitization of civil society on SRHR issues. Educators, 
representatives of the civil society as well as young people and youth-
oriented NGOs have actively participated in the meetings. Both at the 
town hall meetings and the workshops the necessity of youth-oriented 
health services and affordable contraception were clearly emphasized. 
In order to contribute to the high quality SRHR services for young 
people school nurses have been trained across the regions of 
Azerbaijan.  
On 5th of February a conference on the occasion of the World Youth 
Day was held in Baku where the results and learned lessons of the 
trainings and town hall meetings were presented. The Conference was 
chaired by the chairwomen of the State Committee of Women, 
Children and Family Issues of the Republic of Azerbaijan, UNFPA, 
Deputy Minister of Youth and Sports, and the Chairman of National 
Assembly of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
 

EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee discusses 
the importance of involving young people in decision making 
The seventh meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee took place in Strasbourg on 13-14 December. The 
Parliamentarians discussed the issues of EU-Azerbaijan relations as 
well as latest developments in political, economic and regional 
development. Fuad Muradov MP from Azerbaijan informed other 
parliamentarians about the RHIYC regional initiative. The Final 
Statement and Recommendations ‘stressed the importance of enhancing 
opportunities for promoting human rights education, youth 
development and the training of policy-makers, officials and civil 
society in the country, thus contributing to the emergence of a new 
generation of leaders committed to common values’. 
The full text of the Final Statement under: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/euro/pcc/dsca/recommendations/2006_12_14_
azerbaijan_en.pdf 
 
Working Group on Population and Development created in the 
Parliament of Azerbaijan 
Following the participation at the International Parliamentary 
Conference on the implementation of the ICPD (IPCI/ICPD) held in 
Bangkok in November 2006, the Parliamentarian from Azerbaijan, 
Mrs. Malahat Hasanova has initiated an all-parliamentary working 
group on population and development in the Azerbaijan Parliament, 
entitled ‘Future Generation’. The group, consisting of five 
parliamentarians will work on the issues population, reproductive 
health and rights as well as SRHR of vulnerable groups such as 
migrants, refugees and internally displaced people in Azerbaijan and 
has requested membership in the EPF as a full member. 

Photo : European Parliament 
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NEWS FROM GEORGIA 

South Caucasus Youth Festival on the occasion of the World AIDS 
Day 
Young people including artists, photographers, prominent singers and 
actors from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia gathered together for a 
youth festival in Tbilisi, Georgia on 1-2 December 2006, World AIDS 
Day to join the fight against AIDS under the motto: ‘Stop AIDS! Keep 
the Promise!’.  Their efforts were strengthened by the ‘Declaration of 
Commitment on Promotion of Youth Sexual and Reproductive Health 
and Rights in the South Caucasus’ signed by the political leaders and 
media representatives from the region. The South Caucasus Youth 
Festival was one of the biggest World AIDS Day activities that took 
place around the world.  All activities of the Festival were planned and 
organized by young people to effectively reach their peers. 
 
 

Youth Festival Concert 
More than 1,000 young people attended a concert by the famous 
Georgian jazz singer Nino Katamadze and her band Insight. It took 
place at the one of the most popular night clubs in Tbilisi – ‘Night 
Office’ and was attended by the First Lady of Georgia, representatives 
from the regional government and the media.  
 

Youth Festival Reality Show Event and Photo Exhibition 
The participants of the most popular Georgian reality show ‘Geo Bar’ 
organized an event in the heart of Tbilisi where special commercials 
about HIV/AIDS and the sexual and reproductive rights of young 
people were broadcasted live on several national TV channels. A photo 
exhibition of young photographers from Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia expressed youth’s attitude towards youth problems, including 
AIDS. 
 

Youth Festival Bus Tour 
Peer educators together with the celebrities of the popular reality show 
‘Geo Bar” visited students of different universities in a specially 
decorated bus and delivered brief lectures about HIV/AIDS. A variety 
of information, communication and educational materials and condoms 
were distributed among students.  
 
 ‘It’s a great way to raise young peoples’ awareness on STIs and 
HIV/AIDS. With such cool activities young people will become more 
informed and more involved in making positive changes, they will 
change their attitudes and behavior;, -  Peer Educator Giorgi 
Lomadze 24 years-old. 
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NEWS FROM GEORGIA 

Youth Festival Youth Marathon  
Hundreds of young activists together with government representatives 
in specially designed t-shirts and vests with the slogan ‘Stop AIDS! 
Keep the Promise!’ ran a race of about 3,5 km.  Two winners, a 
Georgian girl and an Armenian boy, were awarded with special prizes. 
 

Youth Festival Street Carnival  
Large numbers of young peer educators wearing specially designed t-
shirts with the slogan ‘Stop AIDS! Keep the Promise!’ joined with 
mobile theatre actors parading down the main avenue in Tbilisi and 
distributing information brochures on HIV/AIDS, red balloons, flags, 
ribbons and specially packaged condoms.  
‘In our country young people are basically getting their information 
from TV or movies. They are never taught the correct ways of how to 
protect themselves from sexually transmitted diseases. During the hour 
that I spent in the street carnival I had great fun and got all kinds of 
materials about combating HIV/AIDS and STIs’ - young participant 
Marika Kapanadze, 22 years old. 
 
George Tsereteli, MP - a new Member of EPF Executive 
Committee 
George Tsereteli, MP from Georgia and Chairman of the Committee on 
Healthcare and Social Issues has been elected as a new Member of the 
Executive Committee of the European Parliamentary Forum on 
Population and Development. Mr. Tsereteli has been heading the 
Working Group on Population and Development in the Georgian 
Parliament and will bring in the expertise of tackling the challenges of 
population and development issues in the post-soviet republics. 
More on European Parliamentary Forum on Population and 
Development under:  
http://www.iepfpd.org/index.asp?id=374&idl=393 
 
Opening of Youth Friendly Health Service Centers in Georgia 
Within the framework of RHIYC Initiative three new Youth Friendly 
Health Service Centres will be opened in the next months. The project 
will procure technical equipment, furniture as well as information 
materials on youth SRHR. For this purpose several youth focus groups 
have been organised and provided their feedback on materials and other 
project activities. 
 
Ensuring continuous access to affordable RH supplies for young 
people in Georgia 
RHIYC has been working on the strengthening distributions systems of 
affordable RH supplies in Georgia through condom social marketing 
project. Youth focus group meetings have been conducted to obtain 
youth feedback on condom packaging, ways and places of its 
distribution. 
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 NEWS FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION 
European Neighbourhood Policy - Action Plans for Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia stress the need for health reforms 
During the Cooperation Council between the European Union and the 
Republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia in November 2006 the 
parties signed the formal documents launching the implementation of 
the European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plans. 
All three Action Plans reiterate the need to continue the reforms in the 
health sector, notably “improving access and affordability; improving 
the organisation, quality and efficiency of the health institutions and 
implementing a sustainable healthcare finance strategy”. The 
Azerbaijan Action Plan stresses i.a. its commitment for "exchange of 
information and technical expertise with a view to facilitating 
Azerbaijan’s participation in communicable diseases networks, for 
example those dealing with sexually transmitted diseases, in particular 
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B and C).”  
To download the National Action Plans go to: 
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/documents_en.htm#3 
 

World AIDS Day: 'Dance4Life' gets the award for best European 
HIV/AIDS commercial 
'Dance4Life' from the Netherlands received the 'AIDS - Remember 
Me?' award for the best European HIV/AIDS awareness television 
commercial from European Health and Consumer Protection 
Commissioner Markos Kyprianou. The award was presented at the 
'Night of the HIV/AIDS TV Commercials' at the Kinepolis cinema in 
Brussels, where a compilation of the best AIDS awareness campaigns 
from across the EU and the world were screened. Commissioner 
Kyprianou said: "The 'Dance4Life' campaign is a worthy winner as it 
sends a message of hope, that by acting together in partnership around 
the world we can protect ourselves and beat AIDS."  
For further information on the winner see www.dance4life.nl 
 

European Parliament's Committee on Women’s Rights opinion 
about combating HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in the 
neighbouring countries, 2006 – 2009 
EPs Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality reviewed 
European policy towards the eradication of HIV/AIDS from gender 
perspective. The Committee urged to recognize that women and girls 
are becoming a particularly vulnerable group, as according to 
UNAIDS. Thus every policy to combat HIV/AIDS has to take girls and 
women into account and special measures targeted at women have to be 
developed. The document identifies discrimination against women, 
feminization of poverty, violence including rape and trafficking as 
factors affecting susceptibility to become infected with HIV. It also 
highlights the importance of comprehensive and compulsory sexuality 
education in the fight against HIV/AIDS. The committee also urged to 
guarantee women’s participation in developing policy towards 
HIV/AIDS. (source Astra CEE Bulletin on SRR  No 10 (44) 2006) 
Full text of the opinion available at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/pa/631/631323/6313
23en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION 

European Parliament’s Resolution on AIDS 
On 30th of November, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on 
HIV/AIDS. The resolution examines the issue extensively and links to 
sexual and reproductive health comprehensively. In point 6, it states 
that eradication of all forms of violence against women that favours the 
spread of AIDS is of great importance. The resolution urges also for the 
increased funding of condom supplies. Finally, it appeals to the newly 
elected US Congress to give up the ‘global gag rule’ introduced by 
president Bush that cuts all the US funding to NGOs that advocate for 
the access to legal and safe abortion. (source Astra CEE Bulletin on 
SRR  No 10 (44) 2006) 
Full text of the resolution available at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?language=EN&pubRef=-
//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+B6-2006-0623+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN 
 

NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS 
UNAIDS/WHO 2006 AIDS Epidemic Update 
The annual report on global AIDS epidemic extensively examines the 
new developments of the epidemic trends. Globally, the epidemic 
continues to grow. HIV prevention programmes have to be adapted to 
changing national epidemics in order to be effective. Thus the 
developments of AIDS epidemics must be constantly monitored on the 
national levels so the vulnerable groups are identified and the 
preventative programmes adequately targeted at those people who are 
particularly exposed to HIV. (source Astra CEE Bulletin on SRR  No 
10 (44) 2006) 
UNAIDS/WHO 2006 AIDS Epidemic Update is available at:  
http://www.unaids.org/en/HIV_data/epi2006/default.asp 
 
China’s Chan takes over as WHO chief 
Chinese bird flu expert Margaret Chan took over as head of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in January 2007 promising to put women 
and Africa at the top of her agenda. Chan, the first Chinese to head a 
United Nations´ Agency was chosen as Director-General of the 192-
state world health body last November in an election prompted by the 
death in office of her predecessor, Lee Jong-Wook of South Korea.   
“I want my leadership judged by the impact of our work on the health 
of two populations: women and the people of Africa”, Chan, former 
Hong-Kong health chief, told WHO staff in a speech on taking up her 
post. 
(Source: Reuters, January 04, 2007) 
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NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

January Session of the Council of Europe on the spread of 
HIV/AIDS in Europe 
In its January session the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe adopted three resolutions and a recommendation on HIV/AIDS 
entitled: "A future for HIV/AIDS children and AIDS orphans"; "The 
spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic to women and girls in Europe"; an 
on "HIV/AIDS in Europe". In its Recommendation on the Spread of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic to women and girls in Europe" the Assembly i.a. 
"recommends that the Council of Europe run a European awareness-
raising campaign to combat AIDS in the near future, similar to the one 
being run this year to combat domestic violence." Furthermore it calls 
upon to "promote and develop school programmes, including sex 
education, which take into account the specificities of both sexes".  
Full texts of Recommendations is available at: 
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/ATListingSession_E.asp?IDSession=215 
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THE PROJECT IS CO-FUNDED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 

European Union is actively cooperating with all three South Caucasus 
countries since the very beginning of their independence. The main 
legal framework for cooperation between EU and South Caucasus 
countries is the European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plans which 
has been signed in November 2006. 
 
THE PROJECT IS CO-FUNDED BY THE UNFPA 
The United Nations Population Fund, is an international development 
agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy 
a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in 
using population data for policies and programmes to reduce poverty 
and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every 
young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and women is treated 
with dignity and respect. 
 

EPF – PROJECT IMPLEMENTING PARTNER 
EPF, The European Parliamentary Forum on Population and 
Development is the project implementing partner. It is an international, 
non-profit organization created in 2000, based in Brussels, Belgium 
recognized by Royal Decree. Its members are all-party parliamentary 
groups are composed of active legislators around Europe dealing with 
matters to population, development, sexual and reproductive health and 
rights as well as related gender issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproductive Health Initiative for Youth in the South Caucasus 
28 Abashidze Street, Apt. 2,  Tbilisi, 0179, Georgia 

Tel/Fax: 995 (32) 23 19 77 
asatiani@unfpa.org 

www.4uth.net  
European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development 

23 Rue du Luxembourg, 1000, Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: 32 (2) 500 86 53 / Fax: 32 (2) 511 67 62 

marina@iepfpd.org  
www.iepfpd.org 

The views expressed in the newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Union 


