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A Guide to the Eastern Partnership 

 
 

 
What is the 'Eastern Partnership'? 
 

• The 'Eastern Partnership' is how we refer to the EU's relationship with six of its 
eastern neighbours: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of 
Moldova, and Ukraine. 

 
• More specifically, the Eastern Partnership is the label we use to refer to a set of EU 

policies which define the EU's relations with these six partner countries.  These 
policies, collectively, are the Eastern Partnership.  The Eastern Partnership was 
launched in May 2009 at the Prague Summit. 
 

• The Eastern Partnership constitutes the eastern dimension of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, a priority in EU foreign policy.    

 
 
What are the Eastern Partnership's main goals? 
 

• The aim of the Eastern Partnership is to bring about closer political association 
and economic integration between the six Eastern Partnership countries and the 
EU.  

 
 
How does the Eastern Partnership achieve these goals? 
 

• The main way in which the Eastern Partnership sets about achieving this aim is by 
supporting reforms in our six partner countries.  And the main way that we can 
support reforms is by concluding formal agreements with our partners – the so-called 
"Association Agreements". 

 
• An Association Agreement creates a privileged relationship between the EU and 

its partner, founded on shared values: respect for human rights and democratic 
principles.  It extends cooperation into many areas, including Foreign and Security 
Policy, Trade, Governance, and the Economy. 

 
• An Association Agreement leads to the establishment of an ambitious Deep and 

Comprehensive Free Trade Area, or DCFTA.  A DCFTA brings our partner country 
into the EU's Single Market – the largest single market in the world.  In a DCFTA, our 
partners cooperate with the EU on trade and receive assistance for trade-related 
reforms, as they update their industries and goods to EU standards. 

 
 
What are the principles underlying the Eastern Partnership? 
 

• One of the key principles of the Eastern Partnership is what we call "mutual 
accountability".  This means that we make certain promises to each other, and we 
hold each other to those promises.  On the EU's side, we promise to support our 
partners as they undertake reforms.  In turn, our partners promise to respect and 
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reflect our core values: democracy, the rule of law, respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.  The EU's support is adjusted to match our partners' 
commitment to these values. 

 
• We approach our work with each country according to the principle of 

differentiation: we adapt our policies according to how closely each partner wants 
to integrate with the EU and how willing they are to undertake reforms.  

 
 
What are the Eastern Partnership's "bilateral" and "multilateral" tracks? 
 

• Under the Eastern Partnership, we develop our relations with the partner countries 
on two separate tracks: bilateral and multilateral. 

• The bilateral track means the dialogue between the EU and each individual partner 
country.  Under this track, we deepen our bilateral ties by working on specific goals 
and problems.  The Association Agreements, including DCFTAs, fall under this 
bilateral track.  

• On the other hand, the Eastern Partnership's multilateral track is a framework for 
collective dialogue between the EU and all six partner countries on how to overcome 
shared obstacles, share know-how and best practices.  This dialogue takes place in 
four thematic 'Platforms':  
 

o Democracy, good governance and stability; 
o Economic integration and convergence with EU policies; 
o Energy security; and 
o Contacts between people. 

 
 
How does the Eastern Partnership help the partner countries? 
 

• The Eastern Partnership brings many benefits to citizens of our partner countries.  
Through the process of political association, we promote democratic reforms, good 
governance, reinforcement of the rule of law, a stronger civil society, and greater 
protection for human rights.  Citizens in our partner countries can look forward to 
greater predictability in public life, and rules which benefit everyone, not just 
elites. 

 
• Through the process of economic integration, our partner countries can expect  

greater prosperity.  DCFTAs will bring considerable economic growth to partners 
by providing access to the EU Single Market and improving their countries' 
attractiveness to foreign investors. 

 
• Another aim of the Eastern Partnership is to promote links between people through  

"people-to-people" contacts.  One key way in which we will achieve this is through 
visa liberalisation, with the ultimate goal of giving citizens of Eastern Partnership 
countries visa free travel for short-term stay in the EU. 
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