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• Developing the Eastern Partnership launched at the Prague Summit in 2009 
between the EU and its 6 Eastern European neighbours (Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine) was a major objective of 
the Barroso's Commission and High Representative Ashton. The Eastern 
Partnership - representing the eastern dimension of the EU's European Neighbourhood 
Policy-  is now well established and is based on a commitment to shared values and 
principles, notably democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. 

   
• Significant achievements have been made in 4 areas: 

 
 First, the Partnership has elevated bilateral relations to a new level, drawing Eastern 

partners and the EU closer together.   The Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine 
have initialled Association Agreements including Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Areas with the EU.   Moldovans are on course this year to enjoy visa free 
short-term travel to the EU, while important steps towards visa liberalisation for 
Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan have been made. Negotiations on visa 
facilitation and readmission agreements with Belarus are now underway. 
 

 Second, a robust multilateral cooperation component has been successfully 
established and developed over the last 4 years and involving all 28 EU Member 
States, EU institutions and the six Eastern European partner countries. From Summits 
to expert level meetings, there now exists a dense network of exchanges creating an 
inclusive framework where all have a stake.  
 

 Third, cooperation in a wide range of sectors has been significantly strengthened in 
fields such as energy, environment, transport and education. Meetings of the relevant 
Commissioners and Ministers give political guidance to the detailed policy dialogues 
that have been established and are backed up by increased levels of EU financial and 
technical assistance. 
 

 Fourth, the Commission sought and secured the active involvement of broader 
society in the Eastern Partnership policymaking and implementation process.  The 
Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum, EURONEST Parliamentary Assembly, the 
Conference of the Regions and Local Authorities of the Eastern Partnership 
(CORLEAP) and the Eastern Partnership Business and Youth Forums have ensured 
citizens from Partner countries as well as their local leaders have a voice and are able 
to play a meaningful role in the Eastern Partnership reform process.  
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